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The Great  Wall _ A UNESCO World Heritage Site  





State leaders celebrate Beijing’s successful bid for the Olympic Games with people from all circles at the China Millennium Monument
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By the 1980’s, the Chinese people 
had realised the first two of the 
three dreams of the Olympics. The 
third dream _ to host an Olympic 
Games _ gradually became a 
common aspiration. And the 
success of the 11th Asian Games 
in Beijing in 1990 drew world’s 
attention to this aspiration of China.  

1.2.1 The 11th Asian Games 
in Beijing

In September 1990, Beijing hosted 
the 11th Asian Games. Highlighting 
the “unity, friendship and progress” 
of all the people in Asia, it was the 
biggest celebration in the 40-year 
history of the Asian Games. The 
Beijing Asian Games surpassed the 
preceding ones in aspects such as 
excellence of sports, diversity of 
competition events and numbers of 
delegations and athletes. 

To go with the Games, Beijing 
organised a series of art and cultural 
events. Among them were the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies 
of the Games, the Torch Relay with 
the theme of “Light of the Asian 
Games”, the Asian Art Festival, the 

Asian Games Science Conference 
and more than 40 exhibitions and 
celebrations of Chinese traditions 
and customs.  

The Opening Ceremony of the 
Games, “Gathering in Beijing”, not 
only reflected the artistic creativity 
and organising capacity of the 
Chinese people but also displayed 
the splendid Chinese culture, which 
greatly amazed the spectators. 
Sixty-seven IOC members, led by 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, then 
IOC President, were present at the 
ceremony. Samaranch was much 
impressed by the event, to which 
he offered high praises.

Beijing’s outstanding efforts in 
staging the Asian Games won 
worldwide acclaim, which boosted 
the confidence of the Chinese 
people in hosting an Olympic 
Games. With the success of the 
11th Asian Games, more and more 
Chinese people realised that to host 
major international sports events, 
especially the Olympic Games, 
would not only help promote the 
development of the nation but also 
inspire the people.

1. Ye Qiaobo snatched the women’s 500m 
and 1000m speed skating silvers at the 
1992 Olympic Winter Games

2. Wang Junxia won the women’s 5000m 
gold at the Atlanta 1996 Olympic  Games

3. Fu Mingxia captured the 10m platform 
gold in diving at the Atlanta 1996 Olympic 
Games

4. Zhan Xugang snatched the 70kg 
weightlifting gold at the Atlanta 1996 
Olympic Games
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1.2  The First Olympic Bid




