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Mayor of Los Angeles, both recounting afresh the enthusiasm
with which the news has been received in their country that
the Xth Olympiad is to be held in America at Los Angeles.

Mr. Garland assured his colleagues that work is already ín
progress and promised to convey to the President and the Mayor
of Los Angeles the thanks of the Committee for the interest
which they are kind enough to take in its work.

The Committee ended its Session with a few questions of
detail and having sincerely thanked the Count de Penha-Garcia
and asked him to convey the expression of its gratitude to
Senator Pontes, the President declared the Session of Lisbon
of the International Olympic Committee closed.

6. — Letter sent by the I.O.C. at the
Close of its Meeting at Lisbon to the
Presidents of the International Federa-

tions of Sport

Lisbon, May, 8th, 1926.

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE.

To the Presidents of the International Federations of Sport.

Dear Sir,

The desire expressed at Prague by the International Federa-
tions has been set out in detail before the Executive Committee
of the International Olympic Committee by Mons. Gaston Vida
acting on the instructions of the International Federations.

The Executive Committee has devoted to it its entire atten-
tion, and has done so the more readily as it has long been
itself striving to find a method of establishing between the
Federations and the International Olympic Committee a closer
co-operation, the urgent need of which was clearly shown in
the Olympic Games of Paris, the First Games celebrated since
the Congress of Lausanne and control of the Games had been
abandonod.

On the morrow of the Congress Baron de Coubertin had
taken the question to heart. Since that time numerous formulas
have been successively proposed and rejected, none of them
being found completely satisfactory. Some of them conflicted
wiht the existing constitution of the International Olympic
Committee to which we are firmly convinced that we owe, in
very large measure, the success chich we are proud to a supor-
federation, the creation of which, when proposed at an earlier
date, had called forth the strong opposition of the Federations
themselves, every one of which was rightly determined that
no other should meddle with its affairs.

Inviolability of the International Olympic Committee and
absolute autonomy of each Federation, on the one hand; and,
on the other hand, the necessity that these Federations as having
the sovereign control of the technical side of the Olympic

Games, and the International Olympic Committee as the guar-
dian of the Olympic idea, and as the authority providing the
Games, should be able to treat day by day concorning the
questions common to both; such were the principales which
had to be at once respected and reconciled.

After having heard the situation fully set out, the following
resolution has been adopted:

«The Members of the Executive Committee are empowered to
study the non-technical questions of a general nature which

The Internat iona l  Olympic  Commit tee  has  s tudied  the
desire expressed by the International Federations with the
keenest desire to reach an agreement as to means of creating
a close link between the International Federations and the
International Olympic Committee.

After careful examination the International Olympic Com-
mittee has realised that the desire expressed by the Federations
is based on a misunderstanding The Federations ask to be
represented on the International Olympic Committee. The
International Olympic Committee owes it to itself to point
out to them that there are no representatives on the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee.

Its members do not represent their respective countries;
they even formally pledge themselves to accept no mandate
from their country. They are bound to consider themselves as
the ambassadors of the International Olympic Committee to
their fellow countrymen.

Once appointed they are irremoveable. That is the funda-
mental charter of Olympism. Its object is to ensure the complete
independence of the members of the International Olympic
Committee and no enable them to exercise their functions with
the single desire to propagate the Olympic idea to make it
prevail all over the world.

If then the International Olympic Committee shoul accept
the proposal that it should elect members of the International
Federations as members of the International Olympic Committee
it could only do so on these conditions that those so elected
should also formally pledge themselves to accept no mandate
from their Federations; that once elected they should be ir-
removeable; and that they should consider themselves as bound
to take their inspiration, first and foremost, from the Olympic
idea.

This means that the persons so elected would, ipse facto,
cease to be the representatives of their Federations and that
it is not in this direction the solution of our problem is to
be sought.

The International Olympic Committee, created in 1894 at
a time when there were hardly any Federations (Governing
Bodies), was obliged to take sole charged of the organisation
of the Games.

and to recommend to the International Olympic Committee
the definite decision to be adopted».
In communicating to you this decision I would beg you to

be so kind as to give the most serious attention to the note
which accompanies it, for I am most anxious that you should
realise the motives of which our vote is the result, and our
sincere desire for the continuous co-operation with the Inter-
national Federations and for a common effort directed to the
solution of these Olympic questions which affect alike the In-
ternational Federation and the International Olympic Committee.

While we scrupulously respect the decision taken at Lausanne
to leave exclusively to you the technical part of the Games,
we hold fast to the intention of reserving to ourselves their
oducational and moral side.

Believe me, dear Sir, etc., etc.,

(signed) BAILLET LATOUR.
President of the International Olympic Committee.

THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE AND THE

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATIONS.

As soon as various Federations (Governing Bodies) began
to develope, the International Olympic Committee deliberately
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choosing the path of progress and having no desire to keep
for itself the monopoly of power voluntarily handed over to
the representatives of the National Federations (Governing
Bodies) and to the Organising Committee the technical orga-
nisation of the Games.

At the Congress of Lausanne in 1921, all  this technical
part passed by common agreement from the hands of the
National Federations (Governing Bodies) into those of the
International Federations which are in this sphere the sole and
supreme authority. They have besides the control of the material
side (building, equipment, etc.), they decide the events and
appoint the Juries (bodies of judges).

The International Olympic Committee so fully realises the
value of the functions of the International Federations that it
has promoted the formation of several of them and, in many
countries, encouraged the affiliation to them of the National
Federations (Governing Bodies).

Holding faithfully to these ideas of progress and no less eager
to draw closer the ties which unite it with the International
Federations, the International Olympic Committee has empo-
wered its Executive Committee to study in conjunction with
the International, Federations all non-technical questions of
common interest which may present themselves.

7. — Citius - Altius - Fortius
By Evan H. Hunter.

Secretary of the British Olympic Association.

(Reprinted from the second issue of the British Olympic Journal)

How many people, I wonder, know what these five circles
mean? They are the official sign of the International Olympic
Committee and a few words about their meaning and the reason
for their meaning and the reason for their adoption may be of
general interest.

The fives circles are representative of the five continents of
the world linked together in unity. The words CITIUS ALTIUS
FORTIUS mean quicker, higher, more strongly - it is signifi-
cant to note that the meaning of the word fortius is accepted
by the International Olympic Committee as more strongly and
not stronger indicative of the athletes endeavour, run faster,
jump higher ans throw more strongly, always in fact get a bit
better than you were before.

So much for tho meaning of the motto and the badge. The
reason for their adoption by the I. O. C. is obvious, in fact it
would be difficult to think of any motto more suited to the
athletes ideal of high endeavour and international unity.

From recent observations it would appear that a considerable
amount of misunderstanding exists as to the constitution of the
International Olympic Committee and the real functions of the
various National Olympic Associations. Thus the International
Federations have asked to have representatives on the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee.

But the International Olympic Committee is not composed of

representatives appointed by other bodies. Its members are ap-
pointed by co-optation, and are irremovable except for grave
offences, no case of which has occured in the thirty-two years
of its existence. They are representatives of the International
Olympic Committee. Gare is naturally taken that the person
chosen to represent the International Olympic Committee in any
country is acceptable to the Olympic Committee of that Coun-
try, but he is not elected by his National Olympic Committee
and is pledged to accept from it no mandate which could affect
the complete independence of his vote in the International Olym-
pic Committee meetings.

Anyone who knows the difficulties which have attended the
development of the Olympic Movement will realise how possible
it would have been to carry on that movement if there had been
among the members of the International Olympic Committee
the rivalry of competing nationalities and the fear of disapproval
of their national societies. Nothing but the absolute freedom of
the International Olympic Committee to deliberate and decide
with a single eye to the progress of the Olympic ideal, has made
the work of these thirthy-two years possible. Now, if the In-
ternational Federations were allowed, as such, to nominate re-
presentatives to sit on the International Olympic Committee, and
to send them to its meeting with a mandate to vote this way or
that, and if they were allowed to change their representative at
will this whole constitution would be fundamentally changed
It may be possible to find a way of associating the International
Federations more closely with the International Olympic Com-
mittee without such a change of constitution, and at its meetings
at Lisbon in May the International Olympic Committee will
doubtless give very careful consideration to this possibility. But
the problem will not be easy to solve.

Again, some of the International Federations claim that they
should control the material organisation of their sport in the
Olympic Games, But it should not be forgetten that the ultimate
control is already in their hands. The Faderations and the Jury
of Appeal have the power to intervene in every question of a.
purely technical nature — all the sporting equipment must
conform to the conditions laid down in their rules: and three
representatives of the Federations are appointed by them to be
on the spot two weeks before the competitions begin with auto-
rity to see that everything is in order. It is difficult to imagine
what further control the Federation desire or could effectively
exercise. The National Olympic Associations are a link between
the Governing Bodies of Sport in their country and the Inter-
national Olympic Committee. They see that all items of interest
from the International Olympic Committee are distributed. They
also receive and forward the entries which have been sent to
them by the Governing Bodies, and are responsible for feeding,
housing and transporting the teams, to from, and at the Games.

Many people think that the B.O.A. was formed purely for
the purpose of taking to the Games every four years large teams
of supertrained athletes. This is a very erroneous idea which
has unfortunately become only too prevalent. Nothing is fur-
ther from the Olympic ideal which tries to bring influence and
authority to bear on the development of the physical education
of Youth and to endeavour to get everyone - although they may
not be good enough to compete in the Olympic Games — to
take part in some form of sport so that they may benefit both
physically and mentally, and thereby obtain respect for disci-
pline and a knowledge of the true spirit of sportsmanship.

From recent observations it would appear
38 «British Olympic Journal».)

Evan A Hunter .
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