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The divine strains that bring back to us, as it were, the
melodious presence of the soul of antiquity, do not re-
ceive nowadays the honour due to them. The nume-
rous admirers of Gluck have often expressed the wish
that a cycle of his great works should be performed;
as far as I am concerned, the proposal was not a new
one. But where could one find a more perfectly appro-
priated frame, a more favourable atmosphere, surroun-
dings better adapted?

The athletic contests will not last more than two or
three days at most, for they will be strictly limited to
the ancient trials of strength and skill: races on clas-
s ica l  distances ,  jumping,  throwing of weights  and
wrestling, - all according to the ancient methods which
differ widely from ours. They differ chiefly on a point
of capital importance. For the present-day athlete, eve-
ry thing is made smooth and easy. Highly perfected,
elastic tracks are set for him, every detail being calcu-
lated in order to help his effort and enable him to
increase his records. But such are not the «courses of
life». So that good care was taken in ancient times to
make things as difficult as possible to him so as to in-
crease his merit in victory and his endurance in the
trial. Here are two philosophies of sport opposed to one
another and almost contradictory. Each has its own
adepts, but those of the latter discuss the former only
in theory. Henceforth they will have living arguments
before them and it will be possible to make interes-
ting comparisons. Of course, the majority will remain
staunch followers of the modernist point of view, but
there are a lready some countr ies  where the ancient
conception has been taken up again and a legion of
athletes will be formed whose performances will be fol-
lowed with no little interest.

It is the duty of all to hail with good-will the ho-
mage thus rendered to ancient athletism and immortal
Hel lad.  Bes ides ,  the Olympic unity wi l l  be hereby
strengthened. It has been sought in vain to destroy
or at least to weaken it. It answers a deep feeling ba-
sed on powerful realities. That is why it has always
emerged from the subtle attacks levelled against it.
It will never be beaten.

Government has granted in the budget for this year,
the sum of 150,000 marks for the preparation of the
Games and promised 300.000 marks for 1928, making
a total of 450.000 marks or 1/18 th of the sum mentio-
ned in the statement of the French. The German sub-
sidy calculated by so much per head of the population,
is far less than that granted by the French Govern-
ment. If the calculation is made on the same basis as
the French, the German Government must grant the
sum of 522,000 marks which is 72.000 marks more than
they had intended.

5.— Speech delivered at the opening
of the session of the E. C. Meeting in

Paris in August 1927 by Count
Baillet-Latour, President of the I. O. C.

Gentlemen.
Before referring to the important question that we

have to consider, and for which we have met to-day,
I think it is absolutely necessary to recall previous dis-
cussions on the question of amateurism in order to de-
fine the responsibility of each in the decisions taken
and in the same way to consider the powers of the I.
O. C. relative to the application of these decisions.

At the end of the Games in Paris in 1924, a prepara-
tory Congress was held in Paris composed, as all the
Olympic Congresses are composed, of delegates of the
International Federations, National Olympic Commit-
tees and members of the I. O. C. Its object was to pre-
pare the work of the Congress of Prague and also to
get a general idea on the question of amateurism.

Two questions which arose during this discussion
have a particular importance; the first came from M.
Rimet who asked whether the definition of an amateur
which would be promulgated at Prague would be com-
pulsory for the International Federations, or whether
the «status quo» should be maintained which would
allow each Federation to determine for itself, the defi-
nition of an amateur.

The reply to this was that the Congress of Prague
would give a definition, the main idea of which would
have to be agreed upon by the International Federa-
tions. It was then understood that the Congress of
Prague would have to establish some main principles
which would be agreeable to the majority of the In-
ternational Sporting Federations. The second proposi-
tion was put by Mr. Hirschy (Switserland) who sug-
gested that the Executive Committee of the I. O. C.
should make an enquiry as to the opinion of the In-
ternational Federations and present a report to the Con-
gress of Prague, based on the replies received from the
International Federations and from the National Olym-
pic Committee and from them get a general definition
of an amateur applicable to all the International Fede-
rations. In concluding this debate M. Seeldrayers made
the following proposition:

That the following three points be put on the Agen-
da.

1.  Should there be one def init ion of an amateur
agreeable to all the International Federations.

2. Is it desirable that there should be one definition

Pierre de Coubertin.

4.— Subsidies by the German
Government for the preparation in

Germany for the Games of the
IXth Olympiade

Dr. Lewald, President of the German Olympic Com-
mittee and member of the International Olympic Com-
mittee, draws our attention to fact that the publication
No. 4308 of the French Chambre des Deputes, when
claiming a subsidy of 2.000.000 francs to enable Fran-
ce to participate in the Olympic Games of 1928, con-
tained the following remark:

«The Countries which are going to take part in the
Olympic Games of 1928 are already very busy training
their athletes. The German Government has allowed
8.000.000 marks for this preparation.»

This information is absolutely wrong. The German
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for the Olympic Games and another for all other spor-
t i n g  e v e n t s .

3. That a report be made on the replies received
from the International Federations.

This proposition was carried unanimously.
The I. O. C. instituted the desired enquiry. The Fe-

derations replied to the questionnaire which was ad-
dressed to them, these replies were tabulated and ad-
dressed to the Congress of Prague.

It was working on this idea that the General Secre-
tary made his report and laid down the status of an
amateur.

The future will prove that the opinions expressed at
this time by the International Federations have not
changed.

If the Federations do not recognise either to the I.
O. C. or the Congress, the right to lay down the gene-
ral principles of the definition of an amateur, they ap-
prove them and apply them themselves.

It is by their wish that these have been introduced
into the Rules  appl icable  to the celebrat ion of the
Olympic Games.

At the Congress  of Prague the General  Secretary
presented his report on the question of amateurism and
also on the amateur status proposed by the I. O. C.
A special committee was formed to study this.

The Congress then proceeded to examine the first
two points of the proposition made by Mr. Seeldray-
ers at the Congress at Paris.

After having given its opinion that it had neither
the right nor the power to lay down rules concerning
amateurism, the Congress considered whether it had
the right to decide the question of the qualification of
athletes for the Olympic Games and, after weighing
the consequences which would arise with those Fede-
rations who refused to adopt this principle, voted by
83 for, 10 against and 4 abstentions: «The Congress
can decide the question of qualification of athletes for
the Olympic Games.»

Those voting against were: Messrs. Brull and Csil-
lag (Boxing Federation), Hearne (Swimming Federa-
tion), Sander. (Dutch Olympic Committee), Hunter
and Low (British Olympic Committee) Hulbert (Ame-
rican Olympic Committee), Falchenberg (Norwegian
Olympic Committee). Those not voting were: Messrs.
de Borman and Robetin (Lawn Tennis Federat ion)
Hirschmann and Pelikan (Football Federation).

Thus was abandoned the project discussed at Paris
and it was replaced by a rule which was approved by
an enormous majority.

This being done, M. Paul Rousseau after suggesting
that, nevertheless, the status of an amateur as proposed
by the I. O. C. should be sent to the International Fe-
derations as a guide which they could not fail to act
upon then moved the following proposition:

The amateur status as laid down by the International
Sporting Federations will apply to all athletes taking
part in the Olympic Games. At the same time all athle-
tes taking part in the Olympic Games must at least
comply with the following rules, namely:

The following will not be eligible to take part in the
G a m e s . —

1. Those who are or have been professionals in their
sport or in any other sport.

2. Those who have received compensation for lost sa-
laries.

The vote was then taken by the Congress on this
proposition.

1. He who is a professional in his sport or in any
other sport is not qualified to take part in the Games.

Passed unanimously ,  after  adding to i t  the word
«Knowingly».

With regard to the second part, namely, he who has
been a professional, this has been added by a nominal
vote 80 for, 1 against 5 abstentions.

With regard to those who have received reimburse-
ments for loss of salary, this was agreed by 66 votes in
favour, 12 against and 5 abstentions.

Those against were: Messrs. Sander (Dutch Olympic
Committee), Vander Heyden (Belgian Olympic Com-
mittee) Hirschy and Messerli (Swiss Olympic Commit-
tee), Falchenberg (Norwegian Olympic Committee),
Diem and Hefner (German Olympic Committee), Peli-
kan (Football Federation), Linden (Shooting Federa-
t ion) .  Those not vot ing were :  Messrs .  Thompson
(American Olympic Committee) ,  Osmolski  (Pol ish
Olympic Committee), de Borman (Lawn Tennis Fede-
ration) and Hirschmann (Football Federation).

M. Vidal, who had attacked this principle of loss of
salary with great energy at the first sitting, was ab-
sent on the day of the vote. The conclusion to be drawn
from the statement which I have just made to you is
that the project, previously recognised by the I. O. C.
was not adopted but that a formal expression of the
desire of the Congress was expressed, in perfect under-
standing of the motive, and after having weighed the
advantages and disadvantages. A detail to note, which
has its significance is, how few delegates of the Interna-
tional Federations are among the negative voters. Does
not the I. O. C. note this? To put the question—it is
the problem. Will not the Federations themselves lose
badly? We have no longer got to discuss the qualifica-
tion of an amateur belonging to the Federations, nor to
create Olympic amateurs as apart from ordinary ama-
teurs conforming to the definition laid down by their
Federation; briefly, we have to apply M. Rousseau’s
proposition, passed at the Olympic Congress of Prague,
and to assure ourselves that the amateurs of the diffe-
rent Federations who will appear at the Games will
comply with the conditions of qualification required.

If it appears that the definition of amateurism of one
Federation, or the method of application laid down by
the Committee of this Federation, are absolutely incon-
sistent with the aforementioned Rules of qualification,
then it is the duty of the Executive Committee with the
concurrence of the heads of this Federation, to investi-
gate the possibility of combining the two ideas and for-
mulating a rule which would not be contrary to the ru-
les laid down.

This is the end of our meeting today.
The heartiness which has been evident in our delibe-

rations, in the course of particularly difficult and delica-
te negotiations during these last weeks, proves that we
are all urged by a mutual desire to end the discussion.
Whatever may be the result of our negotiations, the
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good feeling which is prevalent between your Federa-
tion and the I. O. C. will remain unhurt and our ef-
forts must tend to establish an understanding at the
next Congress, which will have powers which we ha-
ve not.
Gentlemen, I appeal to your goodwill, because, ad-
ded to my desire to see all the Games on the program-
me at Amsterdam, is deep sympathy which I feel for
our Dutch friends who, having taken on a heavy bur-
den without hesitation, would suffer most in the event
of certain sports not taking place.

6.— Minutes of the Meeting of the
Executive Committee, Paris 8th Aug. 1927

The Executive Committee met at 103 Faubourg Saint-
Honoré under the chairmanship of the Count Baillet-
Latour.

Present: Baron Godefroy de Blonay, Monsieur J. S.
Edstrom, General Kentish, Marquis de Polignac, Mon-
sieur Dr. Lewald.

It received a delegation from the International Fede-
ration of the Football Association who were presented
by the President, M. Rimet.

After conferring together the Executive Committee
made the following statement:

The interest of the Olympic Games in world-wide.
Association Football is one of the most widely played
sports; and considering that the question of amateu-
rism will be put on the agenda at the next Olympic
Congress, the Executive Committee of the I. O. C. re-
cognises, concerning payment for loss of salary, - the
principle laid down by the F. I. F. A. at Rome, which
corresponds with that of the Congress of Prague.

With a view to conciliation the Executive Commit-
tee would accept the suggestion which was made by
the latter to allow Football to take place at the Amster-
dam Games on the following conditions:

The repayment allowed by the rules of the Execu-
tive Committee of the F.I.F.A. will be paid over to the
employers, the athletes not directly touching any com-
pensation for lost salary.

After having noted this declaration, the Executive
Committee of the F.I.F.A., in virtue of the powers con-
ferred on it by the Congress of Rome, decided to add
to its rule about payment for loss of salary that the re-
payment allowed by the rules of the Executive Com-
mittee of the F.I.F.A. will be paid over to the employ-
ers, the athletes not directly touching any compensation
for lost salary.

Mr. J. S. Edström and General Kentish voted against
this agreement.

The Executive Committee of the I. O. C. then consi-
dered the correspondence which had been exchanged
with the International Federation of Lawn Tennis and
asked the President to inform this Federation that it
was obliged to conform to the rules, as to who was
qualified to compete in the Olympic Games, passed by
the Congress of Prague in 1925, and that in conse-
quence of this it was not possible to allow professionals
who had been reinstated to take part in the Games.

After attending to current matters, the Executive
Committee broke up and fixed the next meeting for the
29th October 1927, at Lausanne.

7.— 8th Far Eastern Games

The 8th Far Eastern Games began at Shanghaï on
the 27th August 1927.
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