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OILYMPIA

Prologue to Festival Performance at the National Theatre
on the 23rd February, 1952, at Oslo.

War was constantly waged in the past ’‘twixt the cities of Hellas,
Peace was a flower that blossom’d but
once in four years of bloodshed.
In the heat of the battle bitter feuds were forgotten
Always a month to the day ‘ere the start
of the Games at Olympia.
This was a sign from the gods that
Achaians should meet as brothers,
Woe to the man who broke the truce,
for now the Greeks were at play!

There in Olympia they met, as members of one great nation —
Not as men of Thebes or Pergamon, Corinth or Sparta,

But as fellow Grecians, heirs to a common culture.

Every dispute was forgotten; all were united,

Paying their homage to Zeus the Mighty, and on this occasion



Men were reminded their bodies were cast in a godlike image.
Thus while the Games at Olympia were held

every sword was at rest:
Not in the tumult of war, but in games lies the cult of the body!

Now just as then our world is sundered and split into factions,
Parties, alliances, coteries, scheming each others’ destruction,
Though the world of today is just as much of a unit as Hellas
Was in antiquity. Would the Olympic Games of our day could
Gather the nations together to meet as the Greeks did of yore,
When ancient and noble traditions of peace

were firmly established.

This it has taught us: that warfare must cease once
the Games have started.
Sport is the best and the soundest of cures
for the military spirit!
If we could learn to be better at games,
we should all to a man be
Far less efficient as soldiers, and unfit for military service.
War can never exist in a world of nations at play.

If the Olympic flame which is burning so brightly today
Still has a spark of the torch
Which the athletes of Greece held aloft,
Then it is more than a monstrous saucer of fire in a square,
For then it proclaims every man’s indisputable right

to play games.

This is the point of the Games:
That the earth is a ball, but not for the breech of a cannon.
The world is too much of a battle-field,

not enough of a playground;
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There are too many bombs falling,
not enough tops spinning round.
We play too little.
The world is too serious, and that is the reason it suffers.

Evil has all the ponderous gravity of a truncheon,
Goodness is merry and unfeigned as a baseball-bat.
Evil is a maze of intricate rules,

Strict as a clause in the Highway Code;

Goodness is like a hop-scotch pitch,

Chalked by a child on the pavement.

While Evil goes dressed in a uniform,

Goodness makes do with a play-suit.

To-day in the world of foreign relations

There’s not enough give and take;

Too many venomous notes are exchanged between nations.
What a difference a hand-shake would make.

All important diplomats

Wear stiff and pompous hats.

If they were taken off and hurled,

In sheer delight, far far away,

We’'d all be living in a happier world,

And peace would come to stay.

This is the Olympic flame.

Friends of the Top, the Bat and of Hop-Scotch!

All too long we have betrayed the sand-boxes of
our nursery days,

That is why Peace dwells no longer on earth.

Let us establish once more the dignity of games,

Let the skipping rope drive out,

The whip and the knout.

Sportsmen of the world, unite!

30



	LA84 Foundation Home Page��������������������������������
	LA84 Foundation Search Page����������������������������������
	Bulletin du Comité International Olympique No. 32 March 1952�������������������������������������������������������������������
	Covers.  Title page.���������������������������
	Lists of addresses.��������������������������
	Oslo. Seat of the VIth Winter Olympic Games��������������������������������������������������
	Extract of the 46th Session of the International Olympic Committee�������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Meeting of the Executive Committee with the representatives of the National Olympic Committees. 13th February 1952. 14 h. 30 Red Hall��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Resolution taken by the delegates of the National Olympic Commitees in agreement with Executive Committee of the I.O.C. at Oslo 1952.��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	About the protections of Olympic Emblems. Resolution accepted by the I.O.C. at the Oslo Session.�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Discours de M. Arthur Rand (Speech of Mr. Arthur Rand. 46th Session of the I.O.C.).������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Discours de M.O. Ditlev-Simonsen (Speech of Mr. O. Ditlev-Simonsen. 46th Session of the I.O.C.).�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Discours de M. Brynjulf Bull (Speech of Mr. Brynjulf Bull. 46th Session of the I.O.C.).����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Discours de M. J.-Sigfrid Edström (Speech of Mr. J.-Sigfrid Edström. 46th Session of the I.O.C.).��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Looking back on the Oslo Winter Games. The chroniclers notes.��������������������������������������������������������������������
	Olympia. Prologue to Festival Performance at the National Theatre on the 23rd February���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Official results. Winter Olympic Games at Oslo.������������������������������������������������������
	Olympism and nationalism.��������������������������������
	Decision of the Executive Committee of the International Olympic Committee regarding the German situation.�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	The opinion of the Italian National Olympic Committee regarding art competitions at the Olympic Games.�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Pesäpallo - Finnish national game����������������������������������������
	New National Olympic Committees.���������������������������������������
	Advertisements.����������������������

	oly: Olympia


