1861-1961

Commemorating the Centenary of Spiros Samaras,

AUTHOR OF ‘PEAN’:

During their lapse of existence, the Olympic
Games have been attributed various hymns.
In 1936, everybody was convinced that the
hymn composed by Strauss was to last for
ever. But this was not to be so. London
(1948), and Helsinki (1952) had their own
hymns respectively. Thanks to the generosi-
ty of his Highness Prince Pierre de Monaco,
the International Olympic Committee organiz-
ed an open competition the result of which

rovided the Games of 1956 with a new

ymn. It was short-lived as it lasted only
for one Olympiad. At the 54th Session
held in Tokyo, in 1958, it was decided to go
back to the hymn com%)osed by Spiros
Samaras on the occasion of the first Olympic
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Games celebrated in Athens, in 1896. This
hymn was chosen again by the International
Olympic Committee when it was performed
successfully at Rome during the Games of
1960. It has been chosen a%ain for the
forthcoming Games to be held in Tokyo,
in 1964.

Spiros Samaras’centenary would have pass-
ed unnoticed if Mr. G. Papastefanou, Curator
of the sport philatelic museum in Olympia,
had not recalled the fact, by issuing a postal
obliteration given to a folder which contained
the music of this hymn. We reproduce
this in this Bulletin with the original text
in Greek, this has been translated into French
by K. Palamas (see our French text p. 37).
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