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The celebrations of the 100th anniversary
of Baron Pierre de Coubertin were a fitting
reflection of the fact that the Olympic move-
ment has gained world proportions and pres-
tige. The amateur sportsmen of one hundred
countries not only meet in a contest of phys-
ical fitness and will-power, but also in what
is a great international rally for the promo-
tion of good will, understanding and friend-
ship among the youth of all five continents.

One of the underlying ideals of the Olym-
ic movement is the striving after physical
itness, good sportsmanship and all-round
erfection of the individual through sport.
port, we mean amateur sport, has proved
a most effective instrument in the promo-
tion of these human virtues. For this reason
all who stand for and respect the purity of
the Olympic idea should fight phenomena
that might undermine or mar the purity
of the movement. We have in mind the
commercialization of sports, from which
even amateur sports have not been spared
on many occasions.

In an article published in the American
magazine Sports Illustrated the well-known
Trinidad sprinter Mike Augostini lifts before
public opinion the curtain on the business
transactions which some people have made
with amateur sportsmen. These speculators
have taken heavy toll. Mike Augostini
himself and many top athletes in the world

have sacrificed their amateur status. Sco-
res, and even hundreds of talented sports-
men have left the amateur family to take
a bow before King Dollar. What happens
in the end is of no great concern to the busi-
nessmen who run the professional sport cir-
cuses. Their idea is that they can always
rely to throw a bait into the great pool of
amateur sports and fish out fresh talent on
demand. This is an important aspect of the
problem, to which all supporters of the Olym-
pic movement should give careful thought.

The International Olympic Committee
deserves high praise for its efforts to pre-
serve the purity of amateurism — which
forms the mainstay of the Olympic idea.
In this resi)ect it has received strong sup-
port from all who love sports in every coun-
try. But it is also the duty of sport jour-
nalists to be untiring heralds of the amateur
code, as they keep a close eye on what goes
on at the stadiums, courts and swimming
pools. Their writings should reflect the true
1mage of professionalism — where, in actual
fact only handful of exceptionally talented
or pOﬁular stars make their pile before retir-
ing. but where the majority quickly fade
away before they have really got anywhere
and made something out of it.

As every craft and business activity, pro-
fessional sports have their written and un-
written code. It is a full-time job. To stay
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on top is the main purpose, an end in itself.
Private and family life, cultural recreation
and social life are left far in the background.
There is just no time ! We do not mean
that professionals necessarilv lead the life
of robots, but pretty nearly, for much of
their time is devoted to training to meet the
conditions and requirements of people who
pay them to perform at a certain level. As
a paid sportsman, the professional finds it
necessary to give up many of the jogs of
modern life and cultural necessities.

Normally top-amateurs turn professional
when at the peak of glory, usuaﬁy between
the age of 18 and 26. But this is the time
when the growing individual normally sha-
pes his future when he must learn a craft
or profession, some branch of science, etc.
The amateur sportsman, for whom sports
are not an encf) in themselves, can do it.
He will have enough time. Nobody is going
to stop him ; in fact he will get every encour-
agement to study, learn a profession that
will mean security through life. If he finds
that a certain moment sports prevent him
from studying or taking an examination.
he can lay off for a certain while, knowing
that he can go back whenever he has more
leisure on his hands.

The professional cannot do it. He must
keep up constant training, be in peak form
and take regular part in competition, or else
he won’t be in demand. That would mean
less pay, and after a while no pay at all.

One cannot take part in competitive sports
all one’s life ! Some professionals have a
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longer active career than others, but no one
has been eternal. The crowd likes to see
new faces — a new boxer beating an old
one, a new sprinter or jumper doing better
than the star of last year. Usually the mo-
ment is not long when gloves, boots and
spikes have to be hung up on the peg for
good.?That is always a bad moment. What
next ?

Very few professionals, who have been
well paid and have put something aside,
are able to accommodate themselves to the
new environment : running a restaurant,
bar, or sport equipement store. But that is
not often the case. Without capital, without
a trade or profession, life in the new world
can become very uncomfortable !

We all know cases in point. All lovers of
sport are thrilled by outstanding achieve-
ments, no matter whether reached by an
amateur or professional. In the present
environment it may not be easy to really
do something about commercialized sport,
which has taken deep root in some countries.
But it is the duty of every honest-thinking
by journalist who has the Olympic move-
ment to heart, to try his best and keep ama-
teurs from professional baits, which admit-
tedly can at times sound very attractive at
the moment. Sporting journalists can help
much by pointing out the consequences of
rofessionalism. ‘Sports should never deve-
op into an end in themselves. They should
add beauty to life and create higher interests
when work at the office or factory is over,
rather than destroy the personality, spirit
and social standing of the individual.



	LA84 Foundation Home Page��������������������������������
	LA84 Foundation Search Page����������������������������������
	Bulletin du Comité International Olympique No. 83 August 1963��������������������������������������������������������������������
	Covers. Masthead.������������������������
	Lists of addresses.��������������������������
	Nairobi 1963. 60th Session of the International Olympic Committee.�������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Innsbruck 1964. 61st Session of the International Olympic Committee.���������������������������������������������������������������������������
	The Speech given by M. Armand Massard��������������������������������������������
	Death of the Baroness Pierre de Coubertin.�������������������������������������������������
	The IXth Winter Olympic Games������������������������������������
	Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Board of the International Olympic Committee with the representatives of the International Sports Federations. Lausanne����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	A forerunner of the revival of the Olympic Games. (A piece of history)�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
	A restatement.���������������������
	Protecting the amateur sportsman.����������������������������������������
	A Hymn of joy.���������������������
	The Ancient Pentathlon.������������������������������
	Sport Philately.�����������������������
	The inauguration of a copy of the de Coubertin stele at Lausanne.������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Readers column.����������������������
	The subscription for the Bulletin.�����������������������������������������
	Advertisements.����������������������

