
Joe DEAKIN

90 years old, Olympic Athletics Champion in 1908

“As long as I can walk, I  s h a l l  r u n ” . . . .
he said
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A PROPOS OLYMPIC CHAMPIONS

THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF AN OLYMPIC CHAMPION

- Do you know Joe DEAKIN ?

- On February 6th his friends wished him a happy birthday.

- How old is he ?

- His face scarcely wrinkled or lined, his eyes clear and
and bright behind his newly framed glasses, his strong
hands, holding in one a pipe filled with a bitter tobacco
and in the other a glass of the best beer, defy the truth.
Joe DEAKIN, Olympic Champion of 61 years ago, is 90. To
celebrate his nine decades of athletism, he went for a run,
as he has done regularly since well before his first victory
in 1887 on the occasion of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
This was her finest present.

Peter LOVESEY talked with this amazing "old man" and
unearthed some memories for the readers of World Sport,
the official magazine of the British Olympic Association.
We have chosen several extracts from this; those which
bring to life Peter O'Connor, the "BEAMON" of 1901 and
which recount his victory at the 1908 Games in London in
the three-mile team race.

August 5th 1901 : PETER O'CONNOR (Ireland)
jump 7m.61 at Dublin

--------------------------------------------

" I won the mile event the same day that Peter O'Connor
broke  the  world  record. A run-up on grass and then a jump
onto sand. 2 4 f t  1 1 ¾  i n c h e s . Kraenzlein, the American
champion is there, the Olympic champion.

- "Your jump", says O'Connor

- "No fear. No man can beat that", replies Kraenzlein

Then the high jump is put up. I t  i s  u p  t o  6 f t  2 i n .
O'Connor comes running straight up to it like a long
jumper  and c lears  i t  by  about  a  foot . S t r a i g h t  a t  i t
and jumps.

- "I don't think I'll jump. You're too hot", says
Kraenzlein
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"He had to do 6ft 4in to equal him, and that wanted
some doing then. Nothing like this American now jumping
backwards landing on his head. That wouldn't have been
allowed then. We would have called it acrobatting".

MY THREE OLYMPIC DAYS IN 1908
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

In 1908 Deakin was selected for the Olympic Games in
the 1,500m three miles team race and five miles - a for-
midable programme . . . .

"And there  was  no bl inking vi l lage  for  competi tors .  I
had to travel on bus and tube every day with my bag, getting
home about 9.30 at night".

On the first day he won his 1,500m heat; on the second
he finished equal first in the the three miles heat at 4 p.m.
and sixth in the 1,500m final at 5.20 p.m. Before this event
he was told, "Take it easy, and reserve yourself for the
three miles final". At 11.30 a.m. on the third day of the
Games the runners appeared for the three miles, among them
the brilliant Frenchman, Jean BOUIN, a future World record-
holder ....

"We ran him of f  h is  legs . If anyone went up to the
f r o n t , I shot in front and slowed them up for my other two
p a l s ,  y o u  s e e , and then about two or three hundred yards from
home somebody called out through a megaphone, "Go on Joe,
the Yankees are behind you!" S o  o f  c o u r s e  I  s h o t  o f f .  a n d
EISELE, the American champion, came with me, and I went at
a  h e l l  o f  a  p a c e . He'd just about had enough before we came
into  the  straight  and I  eventual ly  won by about  50  yards .
Then it was lunch, and the  f ive  miles  af ter  that  I  went  and
had a big steak and a bottle of champagne and then came back
o n  t h e  t r a c k  f o r  t h e  f i v e  m i l e s . I  said  "  Don't  make i t  too
hot MURPHY, and I'll tryàand keep up with you", but he wanted
to win, so  I  let  him go and I  walked of f  the  track. I 'd  had
enough".

* *
*
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