
Message of Welcome by Mr. Avery BRUNDAGE

President of the International Olympic Committee

To those who are about to take part in the IXth
Session of the International Olympic Academy, I extend
the greetings of the International Olympic Committee.
Since  the  VIIIth  Sess ion o f  last  year ,  the  XIXth Olympiad
of the modern era was inaugurated in a burst of glory in
the form of the grand spectacle of the Games which were
held  in  October  last  in  Mexico . A s  t h i s  w o r l d  f e s t i v a l
of  youth was  transmitted everywhere  by  sate l l i te ,  i t  held
the  attent ion of  mil l ions  o f  spectators  for  two weeks .

For  a  fortnight , the  world  was  able  to  forget  s tor -
ies  o f  cr ime and corruption, of disorder and war which
f i l l  the  dai ly  newspaper  columns.  What  other  venture
could  provoke  such intense  and general  interest?

You wil l  have  the  pr iv i lege ,  during this  Sess ion,
of  l iv ing very  near  the  centre  where  this  noble  idea was
conceived. You wil l  have the  opportunity  of  learning
something about  the  "re l ig ion of  sport" ,  as  Baron de
COUBERTIN called it, and of  d iscover ing that  the  Olympic
Games are not simply another athletic championship, a
new chance to win medals and break records. The Games
attract  the  attent ion of  mil l ions  o f  people  because  they
are a non-commercial enterprise, organized by amateurs,
for amateurs, and al l  the  compet i tors  are  rece ived on a
b a s i s  o f  e q u a l i t y , r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i -
c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  e c o n o m i c  s t a t e .

I  wish  you al l  a  pleasant  s tay  in  the  place  where
the Olympic Movement was born.
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