
Inaugural Address of the IXth Session of the
International Olympic Academy

by Mr. AGATHAYCELOS

Acting for the Minister to the Presidency
of the State Council

"I  am part icular ly  happy that  fate  has  reserved for
me the honour of inaugurating the work of the IXth Session
of the International Olympic Academy.

Before getting down to work, I would like to welcome
everyone to Greece.

I know the noble sentiments that have led you to-
wards our country. You are in the service of immortal
ideas :  the  idea o f  athlet ics  and the  Olympic  spir i t  whose
axis and final aim is man and whose birthplace is Greece.

Our  ancestors  were  the  f i r s t  to  conceive  the  value
of noble emulation in the education of man. They  real i sed
the danger which could result from the growth of vanity
and se l f i shness , o f  uncontrol led  emulat ion and dist in-
g u i s h e d  t h e  " b a d "  s t r u g g l e  f r o m  t h e  " g o o d "  ;  t h e  l a t t e r
lifts man up as do his contacts with other men.

The "prizes" of victory were not a personal recompense
for  the  competi tor  but  g lory  for  the  people  and the  c i ty .

The cultivation of a permanent idea of peace and
noble emulation among the peoples of the earth and through
i t  t h e i r  f r a t e r n i s i n g  w a s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a  o f
athlet ics  into  an Olympic  Spir i t .

These  ideas  were  inher i ted  by  the  whole  race  o f
Hel lenes , our  ancestors .

Today the  Greeks  are  conscious  that  this  universal
legacy is  not  s imply  a  source  o f  nat ional  pr ide  but  also

the  guarantee  for  a  way of  l i fe  for  the  present  and or ien-
t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . I t  i s  t h i s  r o a d  t h a t  G r e e c e  t r e a d s
under the aegis of the National Government that I have the
honour of representing. Progress by means of noble
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emulation, the development of our humanitarian ideas, fra-
ternising and peace among the peoples are our fundamental
a i m s  i n  l i f e .

L a s t l y , I would like you to know that I am particular-
ly  happy to  be  able  to  assure  you that  in  our  country  the
o r d e r  " o f f e r  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  f o r e i g n e r s "  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  i n
f o r c e .

We welcome you most cordially and are sure that your
stay  wi l l  be  agreeable  and that  your  presence  here  wi l l  be
p r o f i t a b l e .

I wish you most heartily every success in your work,
and in  doing so  proclaim the  IXth Sess ion of  the  Inter -
national Olympic Academy open".
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