
President Avery Brundage
faces the

British Press

In the  last  edi t ion o f  the  Newslet ter  we mentioned
the Press Conference given by President Avery BRUNDAGE
in London. Here are some of the questions and answers
given at  the  t ime.  The  text  i s  reproduced f rom an
art ic le  which appeared in  the  Engl ish  per iodical  "World
Sports" . *

* *

"Which do you think is the greater danger to the
Olympic Movement - political interference or commercial
interests?"

"Commercial  inf luence  i s  the  greatest  danger .  We
l ive  in  material is t ic  t imes  and for  an ideal is t ic  movement
l ike  the  Olympic  Games to  survive  you have  to  f ight  for  i t ,
t h a t ' s  a l l " .

"At what stage will the IOC have representatives who
are in age as well as in sympathy more entitled to repre-
sent the youth of the world?"

"I  admit  to  being an octogenarian,  and on top of  that
a  c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  a  m i l l i o n a i r e  -  t o  t h e  g u i l l o t i n e  w i t h
him! - but what do the youth of the world want right now?
L e t ' s  a n a l y s e  i t .  T h e y  w a n t  n o  w a r ,  r i g h t ?  T h e y  a r e  u n -
sat is f ied  with  the  mater ial ism of  the  world .  They want  an
equal  opportunity .  They think the  c l imate  which has  been
handed down to them by their elders is too commercial.
These  are  the  things  they are  against .  And what  is  the
IOC fighting against? We want peace and harmony - no wars.
We are complaining about commercialism and too much mater-
ial ism.  And we preach equal  opportunity  for  everyone with
no discrimination.  So I  think you wil l  have to  admit  that
we are very much in touch with the youth of the world".

"In all sincerity and honesty do you consider the
Olympic Games are still an amateur event for amateurs?"
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"There are no two words more misused than 'amateur'
and ' sport ' .  An amateur  is  one who loves  what  he  i s  doing
without thinking about the material reward, and there are
only  two kinds of  contestants ,  one who is  in  sport  for
s p o r t ' s  s a k e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w h o  i s  i n  i t  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a d -
vantage.  This  amateur  quest ion is  as  s imple  as  that .  I t
i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  i n t e n t .  A b o u t  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  O l y m p i c s
I  have  no doubt  at  al l .  I f  the  Games were  ext inguished
or changed,  they are  going to  be  brought  up again,  no doubt
about  i t ,  because ,  as  I  said  before ,  there  are  10 ,000 ama-
teurs  to  every  one  profess ional" .

"But surely, the increasing commercialism in sport is
going to bring the future of the Olympic Games into real
doubt?"

"Take perhaps the most important sport on the Olympic
programme,  track and f ie ld  -  you have very  l i t t le  trouble
with commercialisation there. You had a scandal about
shoes  in  Mexico ,  yes .  But  that  compared to  the  vast  pro-
gramme of  track and f ie ld  is  nothing.  The problem of  com-
m e r c i a l i s a t i o n  i s ,  I  r e p e a t ,  i n  t h o s e  s p o r t s  w h i c h  h a v e  a
great  international  commercial  development .  That 's  where
our  trouble  comes  f rom.  El iminate  those  sports  and you
are  out  of  worry" .
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