
T H E  O L Y M P I C  M E D A L S

A m o n g  a t h l e t e s '  c h e r i s h e d  d r e a m s ,
t h a t  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a n  O l y m p i c  M e d a l  i s
s u r e l y  t h e  m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g .

W h a t  a r e  t h e s e  m e d a l s ?  W h a t  i s
t h e i r  h i s t o r y ?

W e  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g
t o  d o  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h i s  a n d  l e t  y o u
k n o w  t h e  r e s u l t s .

T w o  k i n d s  o f  m e d a l s  w e r e  s t r u c k  f o r
t h e  G a m e s :  t h e  m e d a l s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w i n n e r s
a n d  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  m e d a l s  d i s t r i b u t e d
a m o n g  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h o s t s  a n d  t h e  s p o r t s
o f f i c i a l s .

L e t  u s  l o o k  a t  i t  G a m e s  b y  G a m e s .
O n  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  t e x t  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a  r e -
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  m e d a l s .
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1896 - Athens

The medals were en-
graved with the design of
Jules CHAPLAIN artist engraver,
( F r e n c h )  ( 1 8 3 9 - 1 9 0 9 ) .  T h e i r
diameter was 50 mm.

To the winner a s i lver
medal was given, to the second
a bronze  medal .  Further ,  the
winner received a crown of
ol ive  branches  and his  runner-
up a crown of laurel branches.
Diplomas,  designed by Nicolas
GUIZIS (Greek) were awarded to
the winners in blue and white
cases .

The comme orative Games
medal was struck by Mr. HONTO-
POULUS, after the design of
painter  Mr.  LUTRA.  20 .000
examples  were  dis tr ibuted.
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c i a l  p r i z e s
-this was the only time-
w e r e  g i v e n  t o  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e
l a u r e a t e s :

to the Greek Spiridyon
LOUYS, marathon winner, a silver
cup, gift from Michel BREAL,
member  of  the  “Inst i tut  de
France”  and fr iend of  Pierre  de
COUBERTIN, as well as an antique
vase, gift from Mr. LAMBROS

to Emile GRAVELOTTE
( F r a n c e )  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  f o i l
e v e n t ,  a  s i l v e r  v a s e ,  g i f t  f r o m
the  Athienien Club

to Pantelis KARASEVDAS
(Greece)  winner  o f  the  shoot ing
event :  the  war  gun,  a  gun,
whi lst  to  his  compatr iot  Jean
PHRANGUDIS, winner of the duel-
l i n g  p i s t o l ,  a  p i s t o l .
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We know that these
Games were held during the
U n i v e r s a l  E x h i b i t i o n .  T h e
Offici l Programme simply
announced an international
amateur meeting, organised by
the "Union des Sociétés Fran-
çaises  de  Sports  Athlét iques" ,
the President of which was
Baron Pierre de COUBERTIN,
a l s o  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r -
national Olympic Games Com-
mittee  from the end of  the
Games of the 1st Olympiad.

1900 - Paris

Therewere  no  o f f ic ial
medals  distr ibuted to  the
winners  as  stated in the
fol lowing text  which f igured
at the bottom of the Programme
of the Paris Games.

" P r i z e s  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  o b j e c t s
d ' a r t " ,  e x c l u s i v e l y " .

Nevertheless a commemor-
at ive  plaque,  reproduced op-
p o s i t e ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  w i d t h  i s
40 mm and the height is 60 mm
struck by  the  Mint  and extol -
i n g  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e  o f
s p o r t .
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1904 - St. Louis
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Once more it is an
International  Exhibit ion
which serves as background
for the Games. The numerous
competit ions -  nearly  four
h u n d r e d  -  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  d i s -
tribution of medals as numer-
ous  and varied  in  their  form,
dimensions, engravings, and
ribbons on which they were
hung.

Let  us  add that  these
r i b b o n s  w e r e  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  a l l
events  and that  the  metal l ic
plaques to which they were
a t t a c h e d  c a r r i e d  t h e  i n s c r i p -
t i o n :  1 9 0 4  -  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Exposi t ion  Olympic  Games-
Saint-Louis.

The medals bestowed on
the Olympions were 35 mm in
d i a m e t e r .  G o l d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t ,
s i l v e r  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d ,  b r o n z e
f o r  t h e  t h i r d .

The  disc ipl ine  i s  shown
o n  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h e
medal  (here  the  800  m plate) .
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