
To all participants at the 9th Session

Gentlemen,

Allow me f irst  o f  al l  to  thank your honourable  Presi -
dent  for  the  permiss ion he  so  graciously  granted me to
assure  you of  the  s incere  regrets  o f  my col league,  the
Minister  o f  the  Inter ior ,  who,  kept  e lsewhere  by  his
duties ,  has  had to  forego the  pleasure  o f  te l l ing  you him-
sel f  here ,  at  the  beginning of  your  work,  o f  the  sympathy
felt by the Queen's government for your undertaking and
i t s  g o o d  w i s h e s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

In keeping with the  tradit ions  of  antiquity ,  you are
endeavouring to  revive  the  fr iendly  r ivalry  between nations
o n  t h e  a t h l e t i c s  f i e l d  w h i c h ,  i n  c l a s s i c a l  t i m e s ,  g a v e
Hel las  such healthy,  s trong and beauti ful  people .  The
peaceful  contests ,  o f  which the  plain stretching before
the  sanctuaries  at  Olympia was  per iodical ly  the  theatre ,
also contributed to maintaining and strengthening good
relat ions  between the  s tates  which  at  that  t ime const i tu-
ted the  Hel lenic  world ,  and to  reviving among their  peoples
the  fee l ing of  their  common ancestry  and the  result ing t ies
of  f r iendship ,  a f ter  this  fee l ing  had been darkened and
these  t ies  had been broken as  a  result  o f  one  of  those  wars
to  which di f ferences  in  mater ial  interests  and the  antagon-
i s m  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  l e d .

Only ,  your  e f forts  are  appl ied  to  a  far  wider  theatre .
The Olympic Games today aim to develop among the peoples
of  the  whole  universe  the  love  o f  sport  that  forms healthy ,
ski l ful ,  brave and strong men,  by  means of  international
competi t ions  to  which are  invited the  most  ski l ful  and the
most competent among those who go in for games of skill
a n d  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  t h e s e  p e a c e -
ful  jousts  they  learn to  bear  a  chivalrous  respect  towards
e a c h  o t h e r .  O n  t h e i r  r e t u r e n  h o m e ,  t h e y  s p r e a d  t h i s  f e e l -
ing.  In this  way they help to  weaken the  national  anti -
pathies  that  are  so  dangerous  for  proper  understanding
between countr ies  and of ten prevent  i t .
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Considered from the  point  of  v iew I  have just
mentioned, the work that you are organizing and putting
i n t o  e f f e c t  y o u r s e l v e s  t e n d s ,  a s  f o r m e r l y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
Ancient Greece, to strengthen and to develop among the
peoples  o f  the  world  a  spir i t  whose  inf luence  may help
prevent international differences and misunderstanding
from growing worse at a time when democratic aspirations
are  tending to  prevai l  in  the  governmental  organizat ion
o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s .

Allow me therefore, Gentlemen, to welcome you
also  as  col laborators  in  the  work of  pact i f icat ion that
is  at  present  unit ing  the  e f forts  o f  so  many and such
varied men of  good wil l ,  backed by a  current  of  publ ic
opinion that is undeniably beginning to grow.

Van Tets van Goudriaan
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