
MRS. INGER FRITH

M r s .  I n g e r  K .  F R I T H ,  t h e  o n l y  l a d y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  a n
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S p o r t s  F e d e r a t i o n ,  w i l l  b e  v e r y  h a p p y  t o  s e e
archery representatives competing at the Munich Olympic Games.
This  sport  has  not  f igured on the  Olympic  Games'  Programme
since 1920 in Antwerp.

She has  very  kindly  writ ten the  art ic le ,  which we are
publ ishing here ,  especial ly  for  the  "Olympic  Review" and for
which we thank her very sincerely.

But who is Mrs. FRITH?

Mrs .  Inger  K.  FRITH is  in  her  third  four-year  term of
office as President of the Fédération Internationale de Tir
à l'Arc, being initially elected in 1961; therefore, along
w i t h  h e r  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  4 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y ,  s h e  c e l e b r a t e s  h e r
1 0 t h  a s  i t s  P r e s i d e n t  ( 1 9 6 1  -  1 9 7 1 ) .

P r e v i o u s l y  s h e  w a s
Vice-President of the F é d é r a -
tion Internationale de Tir à
l'Arc from 1953 to 1961.

Mrs. FRITH has herself
c o m p e t e d  i n  W o r l d  A r c h e r y
Championships and was British
Team Manager for 10 years.

In 1957, she was awar-
ded the Fédération Interna-
tionale de Tir à l'Arc's Sil-
ver  Plaquette  and in 1961 i ts
G i l t  P l a q u e t t e  f o r  h e r  s e r -
v i c e s  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r c -
hery.

S i n c e  b e c o m i n g  i t s
President in 1961, Mrs. FRITH
h a s  b e e n  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s
d e l e g a t e  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c
Committee  and International
Sports  Federat ions .

She attended the Olym-
p i c  G a m e s  i n  T o k y o  i n  1 9 6 4
and in Mexico in 1968.
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A N D  A R C H E R Y

The Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc will ce-
lebrate its 40th Anniversary this year in the City of York in
England; the City is, in its turn, celebrating its 1900th An-
niversary (71 A.D. - 1971).

Against this background Archery may look young, but
the 40th Anniversary (1931-1971), rich as it is in its own
Federation history, does not cover Archery's long traditions
as a sport. There are today famous Archery Societies and
Clubs, such as the 'Scorton Arrow' in the county of York,
with preparations in hand for the 300th Anniversary in 1973
of the competition for this arrow shot for annually at 100
yards.

'The Royal Toxophilite Society', founded in 1781, is
very much alive today with a Country Club House and its own
shooting ground just outside London. It holds a unique col-
lection of trophies, as well as a good library. The Society
enjoys the honour of Royal patronage. The object of the
Society, as stated in its Constitution, is not only the prac-
tice of archery but also the maintenance of traditions.

'The Royal Company of Archers', founded in 1676 (the
Queen's body guard in Scotland) and the ‘Woodmen of Arden'
have both been granted the freedom of the Royal Toxophilite
Society.

In the United States of America, we have 'The United
Bowmen of Philadelphia', founded in 1828, which in 1969 dur-
ing the XXVth World Archery Championship in Valley Forge,
Pennsylvania, played hosts to the world's archers. It was
the first Archery Club to be organized in the Continent of
America. Its records and trophies are entrusted to the His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania for safekeeping. A fascina-
ting book was published in 1953 commemorating the 125th Anni-
versary of the United Bowmen of Philadelphia. Their motto
"Plena Fidel ibus”  is held to mean "Filled by the Faithful”-
symbolized by a quiver of arrows representing the Club and
the bowmen.

‘Le Grand Serment Royal des Archers de St. Sebastien
de Bruxelles' was founded in 1381 and granted Royal patronage
in 1856; it has its own Club House in the City of Brussels
with an indoor shooting range. This Society is rich in tra-
ditions also and has an outstanding collection of treasured
trophies and a 'Golden Book' presented by King Leopold II as
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Duke of Brabant. The book contains many signatures and pho-
tographs of Royal visitors from several countries.

The above are but a few examples to indicate the long
tradition of Archery as a sport. Although traditions may
differ from present day international shooting rules, the en-
joyment does not differ.

The City of York, this year's venue for the XXVIth
World Championship, has a very special place in British Arc-
hery in that in 1844 the first National British Championship
took place there on the Knavesmire - and today, 127 years la-
ter, it looks very much the same (it is a race course and
polo ground).

It is fitting that the Fédération Internationale de
Tir à l'Arc's 40th Anniversary should be steeped in history-
Archery is history. Associated with the Congress of the Fé-
dération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc and the XXVIth World
Championship in York in July will be an Archery exhibition
promoted by the Simon Archery Foundation and presented at the
University of York. Most items will be on loan from Manche-
ster University Museum (Simon Archery Collection). Assisting
with this exhibition and also presenting their own exhibits
will be the Society of Archer Antiquaries, a Society formed
for those interested in the history and development of the
bow.

Another important milestone is that the International
Olympic Committee has included Archery on the programme for
the 1972 Games of the XXth Olympiad in Munich.

Archery has been on the Olympic Programme before - at
the IInd Olympic Games, Paris in 1900, Archery was one of the
15 sports; the IIIrd Olympic Games, St. Louis in 1904, Arc-
hery was again part of the Games but only Americans competed;
the IVth Olympic Games, London in 1908, had 22 sports inclu-
ding Archery; and the VIIth Olympic Games, Antwerp in 1920,
had 23 sports and again included Archery.

Archery, it should be noted, had been included each
time at the request of the National Archery Associations of
the countries where the Games took place as our International
Archery Federation was founded later in 1931; it is there-
fore not surprising that on every occasion it was in count-
ries where Archery was well established.

It may be mentioned that the Games were not as glo-
rious in the early part of the century as they are today, nor
were the Archery competitions measured against today's World
Championship Tournaments. International rules did not exist
and clearly defined rules are essential for success in inter-
national competitions. National rules were used, but they

220



differed greatly - on the Continent metres and short distances
were favoured rather than rounds, as in Great Britain and the
United States, with distances measured in yards and longer
distances of up to 100 yards (or 90 metres) were shot.

The Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc was foun-
ded in 1931 on Poland's initiative. Eight countries were
founder members. Today the Federation counts 46 affiliated
National Archery Associations in five Continents and has ad-
ditional applications to table at the 1971 Congress meeting
later this year.

In the very first year of the history of the Fédération
Internationale de Tir à l'Arc a Polish delegation was autho-
rised to approach the International Olympic Committee reques-
ting consideration that Archery be included on the Olympic
Programme; this was followed up in 1932, but at the Federa-
tion's Congress in 1934 it was reported that the request to be
on the 1936 Olympic Programme in Berlin had not met with suc-
cess. In 1937 at the Congress of the Fédération Internatio-
nale de Tir à l'Arc it was reported that the International
Olympic Committee, at their meetings both in Berlin and later
in Warsaw, had made it clear that if any new sports were added
to the Olympic Programme they would be those widely popular in
the whole world.

Congress therefore decided not to make a further imme-
diate request to be admitted as refusal was certain but to de-
vote all efforts towards making Archery more popular in coun-
tries affiliated and get other countries interested. Propa-
ganda was what all should aim at.

World War II (1939-1945) caused the XIIth and XIIIth
Olympic Games not to take place.

The Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc made a new
approach in 1948 in London for the XIVth Olympiad, but the
International Olympic Committee was firm in deciding that no
new sports were to be added. Helsinki 1952 and Melbourne
1956 went by with the Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc
keeping in touch with the International Olympic Committee and
then in 1957, at the I.O.C. Session in Sophia, Archery was
accepted as an optional sport. This was received by archers
everywhere with great joy, to be followed by the great disap-
pointment that Archery was not included in the 1964 Olympic
Games in Tokyo. (By vote of the International Olympic Com-
mittee only 20 of the then 22 Olympic sports would be on the
programme).

In October 1963, Archery narrowly missed being accepted
for 1968 in Mexico.
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At the XVIIIth Olympiad in 1964 in Tokyo, an official
demonstration, organised by the Japanese Archery Association,
was given of Kyoda, Japan's traditional Archery.

Then, in October 1965, the International Olympic Com-
mittee accepted Archery on the programme of the XXth Olympiad
in 1972 and we are now preparing for this big event with both
enthusiasm and determination. Archers will have to qualify
at a high standard set by Congress in 1969 in Valley Forge to
be reviewed at the 1971 Congress in York. We have, over the
last couple of years in particular, benefitted greatly in
that in many countries aid towards coaching and training is
now available, because it is a sport on the Olympic programme.
Enquiries from many countries not affiliated are now received,
caused, we believe and without belittle our own efforts, be-
cause Archery is now an Olympic sport.

The promotion of Archery in this the 40th Anniversary
of the Fédération Internationale de Tir à l'Arc round the
whole world is the greatest encouragement we could receive -
so we shall celebrate in the City of York in July when our
Congress meets and our XXVIth World Championship is staged,
which, we believe, to be the largest ever.

We shall spare no effort and we hope we shall prove in
Munich at the XXth Olympiad that Archery will be as attrac-
tive a spectator sport as many and add colour and grace to
watch and prove worthy of the honour of a permanent place on
the Olympic Programme.

I. K. F.
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CONGRESS 1969, HOLIDAY INN, VALLEY FORGE, U.S.A.

The President, Mrs. I.K. FRITH, with members of the Adminis-
trative Council of the Fédération Internationale de Tir à
1'Arc -

F r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  D r .  A . G .  C A V A L C H I N I  ( I t a l y ) ;  M r .  K . H .
LEHMANN (German Democratic Republic); Mr. D.M. THOMSON, Gene-
r a l  S e c r e t a r y  ( G r e a t  B r i t a i n ) ;  D r .  G . R .  W O T T O N  ( G r e a t
B r i t a i n ) ;  M r .  C . B .  S H E N K  ( U . S . A . ) ;  M r .  P .  P R I E E L S ,  V i c e -
Pres ident  (Belgium);  Mrs .  I .K.  FRITH,  the  Pres ident ;  Mr .  H.
HONNE, Vice-President (Norway); Mr. A.R. HARVEY, Treasurer
(Great Britain); Major J.P. BOOYSON (South Africa); Mr. F.M.
SPOOR (Holland); Mr. R. SIMON (France).

Vice-Presidents, Messrs. V. ANSALA (Finland) and J. BASTAR
(Czechoslovakia)  were  not  present  at  Val ley  Forge .
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