
Independent views

To relieve
the congestion
of the
Olympic Games
by Gaston Meyer

Gaston MEYER, who was for
many years the Chief Editor of
the French daily sports paper
L'Equipe and who is still a
shrewd adviser for the paper, in
particular for Olympic matters,
has very kindly written this ar-
ticle for the Olympic Review. In
it he expresses his thoughts and
plans for  the  al leviating of  the
Olympic Programme, a subject
which is, at the moment, very
t o p i c a l .

The greatest danger facing
the Olympic Games is "gigantism"
- the growth of the programme,
the increase in the number of
countries participating and the
technical complication, i.e. the
tendency of all the Internatio-
nal Federations first of all to
diminish and then to continually
increase the number of events.

For the 1972 Olympic Games
in Munich, Germany will spend
more than $500 million, which is
well above the initial estimate.
The capital of Bavaria expects
nearly 10,000 participants and
5,000 technical assistants, not
counting the officials.

It also seems that certain
dangers are already threatening
the 1976 Games in Montreal. How
can we combat this evolution,
which may soon condemn the Olym-
pic Games and restrict the num-
ber of candidate cities? They
risk being more influenced by
politics than by commanding
sportsmen.

How can one remedy this si-
tuation?
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First solution: reduction Moreover, it may seem arbi-
trary that a certain sport, "wi-
dely practised throughout the
world" can be discarded from the

The simplest and most logi- Olympic Programme under the pre-
cal solution is the reduction of text that the latter is already
the summer Olympic Programme. overloaded!
This can be achieved in various
ways: I need not emphasise the im-

portance of the development of a
a/ Compulsory withdrawal of sport to belong to Olympism.
certain sports, in particular Whether we like it or not, the
team sports. Most of these in vast majority of Governments
fact have their own big world support the sports which will
competitions which are sometimes increase their own prestige eve-
more important than the Olympic ry four years. The others are
Games, merely because being simply ignored, often unjstifi-
'open' they incorporate profes- ably.
sionals and amateurs. The com-
pulsory withdrawal of those On this same subject, Presi-
sports whose practising elite dent Avery BRUNDAGE told me:
are professionals. "The  United  States  col lect  mi l -

l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
b/ Alleviating the internal in the Olympic Games but not a
programmes of certain individual single cent to finance American
sports, notably those whose cla- partic ipation in some other
ssification is done on a team World Championship".
basis (fencing, gymnastics,
equestrian sports etc. ...). Finally, the solution of a

compulsory elimination would
c/ Reducing the number of par- come up against the veto of all
ticipants from each country with the International Sports Federa-
a maximum of three athletes per tions. Besides, the future
discipline, whatever the sport. will call for new sports, such

as parachuting, sailing, water-
d/ Eliminating certain sports skiing, etc. to be introduced.
whose Olympic standing has be-
come rather dubious (war sports
or sports practised by the weal-
thy).

Second solution: division
Experience shows that the

I.O.C. does not have the neces- The second solution to alle-
sary technical authority to im- viate the summer Olympic Games
pose such solutions on the In- would be to separate them into
ternational Sports Federations. two sections:
They are obviously competitive
but, when one even dares to que- 1/ Summer Games, including the
stion their prerogatives, they athletic sports (track and field
are strongly united. swimming, rowing, canoe-kayak,
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cycling, modern pentathlon,
equestrian sports, archery and
yachting).

2/ Autumn or Spring Games, with
team and indoor sports.

This solution would have the
advantage of reducing organisa-
tion costs by at least half and
of honouring two cities instead
of one.

However, some International
Sports Federations are strongly
against this solution. They
fear that the Autumn or Spring
Games, without the track and
field sports, may not attract as
much public interest. They are
also of the opinion that fewer
cities would put up for candida-
ture for the organisation of
these Games, considering them,
rightly or not, as secondary.

Some theorists still quote
the "Olympic Charter", which de-
fines the quadrennial Olympic
Games as "the bringing together
of the sporting elite of world
youth". This is forgetting
that the Winter Games already
exist and that, more often than
not, there is very little con-
tact between the athletes of
different disciplines, even
within the Olympic Village.

It can also be mentioned
that during the Olympics certain
sports results pass almost un-
noticed and are even drowned by
those of the track and field
events. For the press and pu-
blic alike, the latter repre-
sents 50% of the interest in in
Games, closely followed by swim
ming with 20%.

It may perhaps be remembered
that in 1956 Melbourne was not
in a position to organise the
equestrian section of the Olym-
pic Games; this was transferred
to Stockholm.

From this, it was then poin-
ted out that never had riding
received such an abundance of
reports from the press nor had
it drawn so many special repor-
ters! It is unfortunate that
this phenomenon has not been
better appreciated by the autho-
rities within the International
Sports Federations, depending
too much on their national com-
mittee and not always reflecting
the will of their national fede-
rations.

Third solution: the continent

If the International Federa-
tions insist on maintaining or
increasing the programmes, there
still remains a third answer.
It seems justified by the fact
that there are more and more Na-
tional Olympic Committees and,
at the same time, an increasing
number of Olympic competitors.

The suggestion would there-
fore be to organise the Olympic
Games in two stages. First
stage: selective continental
games. We say expressly selec-
tive and not eliminatory as an
athlete's form is not constant.

The world could be divided
into four regions: Africa, Ame-
rica, Asia and Oceania, and Eu-
rope (about 30 National Olympic
Committees in each region). They
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would then organise their own
selective Olympic Games.

The competitors in these
continental Olympic Games would
also have taken part in these
Games and would receive proof of
this fact. Thus, this makes
25,000 participants at the con-
tinental Games against 10,000 at
just the one Games.

A maximum of 5,000 hand-pic-
ked competitors would therefore
take part in the Olympic Games
as a result of this selection.

This solution would have at
least two advantages. Firstly,
of promoting sport and Olympism
and secondly, of bringing the
honour of organising the Olympic
Games to five cities (4 + 1).

This does not mean that new
competitive events should be
created in addition to those of
the International Sports Federa-
tions, but to effect something
which is already 80% in exis-
tence. The Pan-American, Asian
and African Games already take
place, so it would only remain
for the European Selective Games
to be established.

Are the technical problems
unsurmountable? Certainly not.

The International Sports Fe-
derations are quite capable of
solving them within a framework
set by the I.O.C. Moreover,
they have already solved those
concerning the team sports by
organising eliminatory heats on
a general continental basis.

Obviously, the first obsta-
cle which springs to mind is the
difference between the technical
standards of the various regions
of the world. This is a point
of fact.

Let us therefore take an
example: track and field. If
the I.O.C. decided on a maximum
of 92 competitors par event
(currently 80-100 for the 100
metres), the Continental Games
-to be organised in theory six
to ten months before the Olym-
piad - would automatically be
able to qualify the first two of
each event, i.e. 8 competitors.
The remaining 24 would be chosen
not only according to the re-
sults of these selective games,
but also in terms of such con-
siderations as performance sta-
tistics, development of the ath-
lete's form and possible substi-
tution, etc. ...

Each sport will pose a par-
ticular problem and it would be
up to each of the International
Sports Federations to solve it.
The I.O.C. would purely fix cer-
tain general rules, such as the
maximum number of athletes per
discipline (3 athletes from the
same country in any individual
event, etc. ...).

For team sports the solu-
tions are even more simple. For
example, in football, each win-
ner, i.e. four, would automati-
cally qualify, as is the case at
present. The four other coun-
tries - since eight seems to be
the ideal number - would be cho-
sen according to the current
technical standard. Thus, the
first four to qualify would be
from Africa, Asia-Oceania, Ame-
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What is all this aiming at?

The objections of the Inter-
national Sports Federations in
this respect are more political
than technical.

First of all, they are af-
raid of losing some of their in-
fluence to the National Olympic
Committees or to the Continental
Organising Committees and se-
condly, of being deprived of
certain of their own sources of
financial aid, notably televi-
sion rights.

This apprehension does not
seam justified. On the cont-
rary, if they are closely asso-
ciated with the organisation,
the influence of the Internatio-
nal Sports Federations would be
increased; especially if the
Continental Organising Commit-
tees were comprised of the mem-
bers of the International Olym-
pic Committee for the regions
concerned as well as five repre-
sentatives from the regional Na-
tional Olympic Committees and
five from the International
Sports Federations.

rica and Europe, two more selec- On no account should a sin-
tions from America and Europe gle opportunity be missed to
and a final qualifying round be- discuss in detail the three so-
tween the winners of two matches lutions for the alleviation of
- the two third-placed teams of the Olympic Games, thus ensuring
Europe and America, and the two their future and survival.
second-placed teams of Asia-
Oceania and Africa. Nothing
could be more fair. G. M.
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