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Switzerland and Olympism RO

| F

“‘Induced in 1903 by fortuitous circumstances to undertake a study of the Swiss institu-
tions, | immediately realized that there existed in the centre of Europe a small country
whose destiny, far from being accomplished, concealed a considerable future and
which played silently the réle of testing garden for the civilized nations. Thenceforth,
Switzerland interested me immensely.”

Pierre de Coubertin

SWITZERLAND (SSVgICS)S OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

41,288 km?2
Founded in 1912

6,340,000 Inhabitants
Acting chairman: Dr. Raymond Gafner*

Acting secretary general: Jean Wey-
mann*

Address: chemin de Boisy 2, 1004 Lau-
sanne

Telephone: (021) 24.12.26

Cables: Swissolympic.

Role of the SOC

— Leadership, representation and diffu-
sion of the Olympic Movement in Swit-
zerland; organizer-as a member of the
National Physical Education Associa-
tion—of the sports life of the country.

— Organization, financing and leadership
of the Swiss representation in the Olympic
Games and all other Olympic activities.
The SOC intervenes in the preparation of
athletes for the Olympic Games in collab-
oration with the National Committee for
elite sports.

— Leadership, along with the National
Physical Education Association (NPEA),
of Swiss Sports Aid.

17th June 1944: Renovated Olympism
celebrates its jubilee at Lausanne. *See bibliographic notes.
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Creation

7th October 1912 at the Hétel Meurice
(Ouchy-Lausanne) upon the initiative of
Baron Godefroy de Blonay*, member of
the 10C since 1889, who obtained in
1912 its recognition by the 10C.

However, as early as 1902 a “Swiss Com-
mittee for participation in the Olympic
Games” was founded and functioned for
t1h9e120Iympic Games of 1904, 1908 and

1st SOC Bureau

PT: Mr Godefroy de Blonay*, de facto
member of the Committee, being a mem-
ber of the I0OC VPT: Mr Marcel Meyer
de Stadelhofen*. SG: Dr Francis Mes-
serli*. M: Mr Henri Ducommun®, Dr
Paul Reinbold*, Mr Eugéne Richeme*, Dr
Aimé Schwob*, Julius Wagner™.

These founding members received the
title of permanent member, which was
changed in 1923 to advisory member.
Therefore, they were not subject to re-
election and remained in office till resig-
nation or death. Thus the continuity of the
SOC’s activity and the Olympic ideal in
Switzerland were ensured.

11 federations recognized as national
sports bodies by the International Federa-
tions joined the SOC between the autumn
of 1912 and the summer of 1914.

May 1913: The founder of the SOC, Baron
Godefroy de Blonay, with Pierre de Coubertin.

PROGRAMME

DE LA

MANIFESTATION
OLYMPIQVE

EN LHONNEVR DE LA REVNION DE LA
COMMISSION EXECVTIVE DV COMITE
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQVE, + DV
15ME ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA FONDATION
DV COMITE OLYMPIQVE SVISSE

DV 25ME ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA CONSTI-
TVTION DV IER COMITE SVISSE DE PAR-
TICIPATION AVX JEVX OLYMPIQVES

ET DV 20ME ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA
FONDATION DV STADE DE LAVSANNE
ANCIEN CERCLE DES SPORTS

ORGANISEE LES
20:+:30 -ET 31
OCTOBRE 1927
A LAVSANNE



Swiss athletic federation, founded in
1905; football section of the ASFA,
founded in 1895; Swiss Federation of
Rowing Societies, founded in 1886;
Swiss Cycling Union, founded in 1897;
Swiss Lawn-tennis Association, founded
in 1896; Swiss Riflemen Society, founded
in 1824; Swiss Weighlifting Federation,
founded in 1906; Swiss Wrestling Feder-
ation, founded in 1912; Swiss Horse-
racing and Horse-show Federation,
founded in 1908; Swiss National Yacht-
racing Authority, founded in 1889; Swiss
Ice-hockey League, founded in 1908.

The Swiss boxing and fencing federa-
tions, founded in 1913 and 1914 respec-
tively, joined the SOC immediately.

*

* *

The successive chairmen of the SOC

I. Baron Godefroy de Blonay*, 1912-
1915.

IIl. Mr. Marcel Meyer de Stadelhofen,
1915-1921.

In 1921, Dr. Paul Reinbold*, then vice-
chairman, agreed to be chairman
for one year. He then presented
Colonel Arthur Fonjallaz, who, after
one session, gave up the post by
reason of his frequent trips abroad.

IIl. William Hirschy*, 1923-1937.
IV. Marcel Henninger*, 1937-1965.
V. Dr. Raymond Gafner*, since 1965.
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Swiss members of the I10C

I. Baron Godefroy de Blonay*, 1899-
1937.

Il. Colonel Commandant de Corps Henri
Guisan*, 1937-1939.

I1l. Major Albert Mayer*, 1946-1968.
IV. Mr. Marc Hodler*, 1963.
V. Dr. Raymond Gafner*, 1969.

The SOC and the Olympic
Games

Date of first participation

1896—first participant—first gold medal
winner—The Neuchatel gymnast Louis
Zutter went to Athens in a private ca-
pacity; he took part in five of the eight
contests included in the gymnastics pro-
gramme. He was placed first in the
vaulting-horse contest, second in long
vaulting and third on the parallel bars.

* See bibliographic notes.
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Swiss regresentation at the Olympic Games
from 18961

% e g _ %

< & @ @ S %) & L o T i

1896 - - = - = = = 1T - =
1900 — 1T - — - - = = 4 — —
1904 - - = = = = = = 1T - —
1908 T - - - = - - - - — -
1912 T - = = = = = = = = =
1920 15 18 — 1 — — 9 - - - -
1924 17 11 — 7 — 9 10(3) 15 8 — —
1928 11 13 — — — N 9(1) 15 8 — 16
1932 3 - - - - = 1 — T = -
1936 19 16 8 8 9 11 18(3)— 8 17 13
1948 20 25 14 4 11 13 20(3)— 10 — 16
1952 28(2) 16 14 6 71y 11 10(1) — 9 — 15
1956 - - = = = = = = = = =
1960 23 18 — 6 6 14 7 — 6 — 16
1964 13 8 — 2 — 4 5 — 7 — —
1968 23(2) 18 — - 5 5 7 —
1972 28(9)19 — 3 7)) 12 122 — 14(7)— —

1 In parentheses the number of women included in the figure.
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= & sz 2 g 3 § £ = 8 e
1896 - - = - - - = - = 1
1900 - - - - - = 9 - — 3 17
1904 - - - = - - - - - - 1
1908 - - - - - - - - - = 1
1912 — - - - - - - - — - 1
1920 4 9 — 2 - - 13 - — - 74
1924 12 8 — 9 9 - 7 - — 1(1) 127
1928 11 11 — 10 11 - - - — 1 127
1932 — — — — — — - - — - 5
1936 13 14(1) 3 5 6 - - - — 6 179
1948 13 20(3) 4 3 4 - 7 - — 13 197
1952 — 115) 3 4 8 — 9 — _ 16 167
1956 - - - -1 - - - _ - 11
1960 2 10(1) 4 3 8 — 10 — — 13 156
1964 3 2 — A1 7(1) 1 8 — — 8 69
1968 3 4 1 — 82— 10 — — 8 93
1972 9 11(6) 4 1 123 6 8 4(1) — 13 163

Tennis: 1920 = 3 participants; 1924 = 4 participants. Gliding: 1936 = 5 participants.
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Swiss representation at the winter games
from 19241

\ce hockey
pentathlon/
Biathlon
Tobogganing

1924 4 11 2 1 9 — (4) 31
1928 4 15 11) — 4 — 3 16(4) 43
1932 5 - = — — — — 2 7
1936 13 13 4(2) — — — — 17(4) 47
1948 9 17 5(8) 5 8 4 4 35(8) 87
1952 12 17 52) — — — — 18(5) 62
1956 10 17 42) 2 — — — 28(6) 61
1960 — — 32) — — — — 18(3) 21
1964 12 17 6(3) 4 — 4 8(3) 246) 75
1968 10 — 11) 3 — - — 28(4) 42
1972 13 20 2(1) — — — — 28(5) 63

1 In parantheses the number of women included in the figure.



193

The swiss olympic champions

* The names in italics indicate that the champion in
question will be mentioned again later.

* We thank in advance any reader capable of help-

infg us to complete this table and providing us with
information about all the Olympic champions of the
past.

Swiss Olympic medallists and diploma holders together in Bern round Rudolph Gnégi, Federal
Councillor. Seated, left to right, the gold medalists Hans Leutenegger, Jean Wicki, Bernhard
Russi, Marie- Thérese Nadig, Werner Camichel and Edy Hubacher.

Dr. Raymond Gafner (1), Walter Siegenthaler (2) Jean Weymann (3), Lawyer Antoine Hafner (4).
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| Titles won at the Summer Olympic Games

Surname Christian name Sport Event Year
Zutter Louis Gymnastics Pommelled horse 1896
Bockli Franz Shooting Military rifle 1900
Staheli Konrad » teams, 300 m. »
Kellenberger Emile » » »
Grtter Alfred » » »
Richardet Louis » » »
Stéheli Konrad Shooting Free pistol, teams 1900
Rdderer Karl » » »
Richardet Louis » » »
Lathi Friedrich » » »
Probst Paul » » »
Kallenberger Emile Shooting Free rifle 1900
300 m. standing
Staheli Konrad » Free rifle 1900
300 m. kneeling
Roéderer Karl » Free pistol 50 m. »
de Pourtales Louis Yachting 2 tons class 1900
Spinnler Adolf Gymnastics Combined exercises 1904
on 3 events (horse,
horizontal bar and
parallel bars)
Roth Robert Free wrestling Heavyweight 1920
Grasshopper club Rowing Coxed fours 1920
Walter Hans » » »
Rudolf Max » » »
Straub Paul » » »
Briderlin Willy » » »
Rudolf Paul » » »
Gemuseus Alphonse Equestrian sports  Jumping 1924
Gebhri Hermann Free wrestling Welterweight 1924
Hagmann Fritz : Middleweight »
Ste Nautique )
de Genéve Rowing Coxed pairs 1924
Felber Alfred » » »
Candeveau Edouard » » »
Lachapelle Emile : » »
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Birth Death Notes:
Born 1950 He won another silver medal in the long horse vault
at Neuchatel at Neuchétel and the bronze in the parallel bars.
17.12.1866
17.5.1864
17.12.1866
17.5.1864
1964: Tokyo: Henri
: Chammartin
17.12.1866 He won four Olympic titles and one gold medal at
the Athens Competition in 1906.
de Liestal

The Swiss gymnasts, Olympic champions in 1928. From
left to right: Grieder Hans, Wezel Melchior, Stauffer,
Pfister Otto, Steinemann Edi, Guttinger August, Hadnggi
Hermann, Mack Eugen, Miez Georges, Steinemann Edi
and Meier (masseurg.
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Surname Christian name Sport Event Year
Rowing Club

de Lausanne Rowing Coxed fours 1924
Walter Hanz » » »
Probst Alfred » » »
Albrecht Emile » » »
Si Eugen » » »
LOgOgS| i Walter » » »
Glittinger August Gymnastics Bars 1924
Wilhem Josef » Pommelled horse »
Kyburz Ernst Free wrestling Middleweight 1928
Seeclub Bienne Rowing Coxed pairs 1928
Schéchlin Hans » » »
Schéchlin Karl » » »
Bourquin Hans » » »
Hénggi Hermann Gymnastics Combined exercises 1928
Miez Georges » team »
Mack Eugen » » »
Wezel Melchior » » »
Steinemann Edi » » »
Guttinger uqust » » »
Grieder ﬁaﬂs » » »
Pfister Otto » » »
Miez Georges » Comb. exercises ind. »
Miez Georges » Horizontal bars »
Hanggi Hermann » Pommelled horse »
Mack Eugen » Long horse vault »
Miez Georges » Floor exercises 1936
Moser Hans Equestrian sports Dressage event 1948
Griinig Emile Shooting Free rifle 300 m. 1948
Frei Karl Gymnastics Rings 1948
Reusch Michel » Parallel bars »
Stalder Josef » Horizontal bars »
Eugster Hans » Parallel bars 1952
Gunthard Jack » Horizontal bars »
Chammartin Henri Equestrian sports Dressage event 1964
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Birth Death Notes:
1932. Los Angeles:
Georges Miez.
1972
Tin...

15.10.1894

2.10.1904

21.9.1907

1903

1936

1972
1956. Cortina d’Ampezzo:
Madeleine Berthod.

2.10.1904

2.10.1904

1907 Honorary member of the Federal Society of Gym-
nastics.

2.10.1904 Took part in the Games of 1924, 1928, 1932 and
1936, winning 4 gold medals, 3 silver and one
bronze. Presents Switzerland’s finest Olympic hon-
ours’ list.

1916

3.2.1914

6.2.1919 Honorary member of the Federal Society of Gym-
nastics.

1929 1956

8.1.1920 Head of the Swiss gymnastic team at Munich,

trainer of the gymnastic team since 1966.
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Surname Christian name Sport Event Year

Il Titles won at the Winter Olympic Games

Scherrer Edouard Bobsleigh 4-man bob 1924
Neveu Alfred » » »

SChIappl Alfred » » »

Schlappi Heinrich » » »

Musy Pierre Bobsleigh 4-man bob 1936
Gartmann Arnold » » »

Bouvier Charles » » »

Beerli Joseph » » »

Endrich Felix Bobsleigh 2-man bob 1948
Waller Fritz » » »

Schlunegger Hedy Ski Downhill 1948
Reinalter Edi » Slalom »

Kapus Franz Bobsleigh 4-man bob 1956
Diener Gottfried » » »

Alt Robert » » »

Angst Heinrich » » »

Berthod Madeleine Ski Downhill 1956
Colliard Renée » Slalom »

Staub Roger Ski Giant slalom 1960
Ruegg Yvonne » » »

Russi Bernhard » Downhill 1972
Nadig Marie-Thérese » > »

Nadig Marie-Thérése » Giant slalom »

Wicki Jean Bobsleigh 4-man bob »

Hubacher Edy » » »

Leutenegger Hans » » »

Camichel Werner » » »

Il Swiss Winners in the art competitions

Monod Henri Art competition Architecture 1912
Laverriere A|ph0nse » » »

Diggelmann Alex-Walter, » Graphic arts 1936

Moreover in 1936 Herman Schreiber was awarded a gold medal for being the first person to
cross the Alps in a glider, and another medal was given to Professor and Mrs. Oscar
Dyhrenfurth for their ascent and publication on the Himalayas.
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Birth

Death

Notes:

15.4.1890
24.12.1890
30.1.1898
30.4.1905

25.8.1910
20.11.1904
1905

1906

5.12.1921
1916

1.2.1931
24.12.1933

1.7.1936
2.8.1938

20.8.1948
8.3.1954

Now a retired brigadier colonel, he has been head of
the Swiss competition riding team since 1969, in
particular at Munich.

1956. Cortina d’Ampezzo: Franz Kapus, Gottfried Diener,
Robert Alt and Heinrich Angst.

Already world downhill champion in 1970.

Already 3rd in 1968 in the 4-man bob.
Was also several times Swiss champion in the shot put.

For a project of Olympia which they planned by Lake
Geneva. Both of them are Lausanne architects.
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Swiss towns that requested to orga-
nize the Olympic Games

Saint-Moritz, town that organized the 2nd
Winter Olympic Games in 1928; the
towns of Davos and Engelberg had also
applied.

Lausanne, candidate for the organization
of the Olympic Games of 1940, 1947,
1952 and 1960. However, during a
speech delivered at the 1913 Congress,
the Mayor of the town, Mr. Paul Maillefer
had already made his city’s application for
the organization of future Olympic
Games.

Saint-Moritz, candidate for the organiza-
tion of the 1940 Winter Olympic Games.

Saint. Moritz. — Inauguration of the Olympic
Stone in honour of the champions of the 1928
and 1948 Winter Olympic Games.

Saint-Moritz, town that organized the
1948 Winter Olympic Games.

Saint-Moritz, candidate for the organiza-
tion of the 1960 Winter Olympic Games.

Sion, candidate for the organization of the
1976 Winter Olympic Games.

The present organization
of the SOC

The statutes in force, adopted on
15th March 1969 at the special general
assembly of the SOC, replaces those of
1944,

® Composition: The SOC groups the
Swiss delegates to the IOC; the chairman
of all national federations affiliated with
an ISF recognized by the 10C, provided
that they are also recognized by the SOC;
the members of the Executive Council
and a maximum of consulting members
chosen among persons having rendered
outstanding services to Swiss sports and
the Olympic Movement.

® The SOC holds an annual general as-
sembly.

® The Executive Council of the SOC is
composed of a chairman, a secretary gen-
eral and 7-9 members to which are added
two representatives of the NPEA and
Swiss delegates to the 10C.

® Members of the present Executive
Council

P: Dr. Raymond Gafner*; VPT: Antoine
Hafner*; SG: Jean Weymann*; VS:
Charles Pasquier; T: Marcel Richeme®;
M; Karl Buser, Jean Frauenlob, Karl Glat-
thard, Fernand Jayet, Dr. Paul Luthi,
Frédéric Rochat.

Consulting member: Dr. Francis Messer-
li*, founding member.

Delegates of the Nation Physical Educa-
tion Association (NPEA): Mr. Walter Sie-
genthaler, president of the NPEA and Paul
Ruch.

Swiss delegates to the IOC (at present in
addition to Dr. Raymond Gafner, Mr.
Marc Hodler) official assistant at the ses-
sions of the Executive Council.



FEDERATIONS AFFILIATED TO THE SOC

Olympic sports Year of creation Year of affiliation Members in 1972
Athletics (SF) 1971 (1905) 1912 18,736
Rowing (SF of R Societies) 1886 1912 10,000
Basketball (S Amateur BF) 1929 1933 10,730
Bobsleigh and

Tobogganing (SA) 1903 1923 1,400
Boxing (SF) 1913 1913 6,838
Canoe (SF) 1925 1934 1,520
Cycling (Nat. Committee) 1897 1912 4,000
Fencing (SF) 1914 1912 2,100
Fottball (SA) 1895 1912 230,080
Gymnastics (FGS) 1832 1923 304,953
Weightlifting (SF) 1947 (1906) 1918 960
Handball (Section of the FGS) 1939 1937 30,000
Field Hockey (SL) 1919 (1908) 1919 1,300
Ice Hockey (SL) 1908 1912 44,756
Judo and Budo (SA) 1936/1959 1942 7,700
Amateur wrestling (SAWF) 1973 (1912) 1929/1973 600
Swimming (SF) 1918 1918 25,000
Skating (SU) 1911 1918 6,800
Ski (SF) 1904 1921 86,000
Equestrian Sports (SF) 1908 1912 33,000
Shooting (S Rifleman’s S) 1824 1912 532,911
Archery (SA) 1953 1967 550
Volleyball (SF) 1958 1960 3,600
Yachting (SU) 1889 (1939) 1912 4,500

SA: Swiss Association; SF: Swiss Federation; SL: Swiss League; SS: Swiss Society;
SU: Swiss Union; FS: Federal Society.

and 8 other bodies:

Swiss University Sports Association, Swiss Badminton Federation, Swiss Boules Fed-
eration, Swiss Military Polyathlon Association, Swiss Rink-Hockey Federation, Swiss
Water-Ski Federation, Swiss Tennis Association, and the Swiss Table-tennis Federa-
tion.
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Financing of the SOC

The receipts consist of the annual dues of
the recognized federations, subsidies,
gifts, donations, resources obtained occa-
sionally and subsidy from the Sport-Toto.
An Olympic Foundation was created after
the Winter Olympic Games organized at
St.-Moritz in 1928. Its initial capital is
inalienable. This foundation is supported
by funds received from the SOC or third
parties.

The capital exceeding the initial amount
and the interest serve to cover the possible
deficits of the SOC and to undertake any
action that serves the purpose of the latter.
The state does not allow any subsidy to
the SOC

The SOC and olympism

® Sessions of the I0C and Olympic
Congresses held in Switzerland

While awaiting the 1975 session at Lau-
sanne, the SOC has assumed the respon-
S|b|I|ty of organizing ecght plenary ses-
sions and two Olympic Congresses.

* 1912 Session in Basle.

* 1913 Lausanne, then the Congress of
Sports Psychology and Physiolo-

ay.
* 1919 Lausanne.

* 1921 Lausanne, then the Olympic Con-
%ess on the programme of the
ames, regulations, amateurism...

1929 Lausanne.
* 1946 Lausanne.
* 1948 Saint-Moritz.

*

The celebration of the 25th, 50th and 60th
anniversary of the renovation of the Olym-
pic Games took place in Lausanne in
1919, 1944 and 1954 respectively.

e Olympic rewards obtained

Olympic diploma

— By Dr. Paul Martin, 19th recipient, in
1949 for havm% taken active part as an
athlete in five Olympic Games (1920 to
1936).

— By Dr. Francis Messerli*, 24th reci-
pient, in 1951, whom journalist Freder-
ic Schlatter nicknamed in the Gazette
de Lausanne “the first great Olympian
of Lausanne”.

— By Mr. Antoine Hafner*, 32nd reci-
pient, in 1958, for the outstanding legal
services rendered to the 10C.

— By Mr. Otto Mayer*, 35th recipient, in
1960, chancellor of the IOC from 1946
to 1964.

The Olympic Cup

1919 The Olympic Institute of Lausanne,
founded by Baron Pierre de Cou-
bertin for the diffusion of the
wholesome practices of the SPE
throughout the world.

The Swiss Fottball and Athletics
Association in recognition of the
good showing of its players, espe-
cially at the 1924 Olympic Tour-
naments (2nd).

1930

* See bibliographic notes.



1933 The Swiss Federal Gymnastics
Society on the occasion of its cen-
tennial.

1944 City of Lausanne, world centre of
renovated Olympism since 1915.

1955 Federal Gymnastics and Sports
School (Macolin). Founded in
1946, it has proved to be a valuable
location for the training of athletes
and a research centre for pedago-
gues.

Fearnley Cup

1959 Cercle des Armes (Lausanne)

In addition, Mr. Jean Weymann*, secre-
tary general of the SOC, received in 1972
a new diploma created by chairman Avery
Brundage: “Olympian Emeritus”, for his
outstanding services rendered over the
ears as officer of the SOC. He was the
irst recipient of this award.

e The Olympic Day

The SOC celebrates it irregularly. The
most recent Olympic Days were celebrat-
ed in 1969 and 1970. The latter consisted
of a 2-day symposium in Lausanne.

® The protection of the Olympic em-
blems is foreseen by the statutes; the
safeguard of the exclusive right of the I0C
and the SOC to their name and to that of
the Olympic Games as well as the use of
the Olympic flag and emblem on Swiss
territory is ensured by the application of
gCer&eraI provisions of the Swiss Penal
ode.
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® The International Olympic
Academy

The SOC sends delegates each year to
take part in the proceedings of the 10A
sessions. Among the Swiss lecturers, the
most recent are chairman Dr. Raymond
Gafner and Dr. Guido Schilling, psycolo-
gist.

® SOC Publications

Between 1923 and 1937, the SOC pub-
lished an Official Bulletin. At present it
uses the review published by the National
Physical Education Association.

® Swiss Olympic Bibliography

Dr. Francis
Messerli

Dr. Francis Messerli*:

— History of Sports and Olympism, pub-
lished in 1956 by the Pierre de Couber-
tin Olympic Institute.

- To the glory of Olympism and sports,
published in 1956 by the Pierre de
Coubertin Olympic Institute.
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