
82nd IOC Session

We present below the three addresses made at the opening ceremony of the 82nd
Sess ion o f  the In ternat iona l  Olympic  Commit tee on 9 th  February  1980.  The ad-
dresses appear in the order followed during the ceremony.

Remarks by Robert J. Kane,
President of the United States Olympic Committee

T h e  L o r d  K i l l a n i n ,  t h e  H o n o r a b l e
Secretary  o f  Sta te ,  and gent lemen of
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e ,
this is an historic occasion meeting in
Lake P lac id  for  a  second t ime dur ing
the ce lebra t ion o f  the Olympic  Winter
G a m e s .  T h e  O l y m p i c  W i n t e r  G a m e s
h a v e  e n j o y e d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  g r o w t h
s ince the  l l l rd  Olympic  Win ter  Games
were conducted here 48 years ago.

C o n t r a s t  1 9 3 2  a n d  t o d a y .  T h e  l l l r d
O l y m p i c  W i n t e r  G a m e s  a t t r a c t e d  a
s c a n t  3 0 0  a t h l e t e s  f r o m  1 7  d i f f e r e n t
nations part icipating in only f ive sports
with nineteen events.

As we prepare for the opening
ceremony in connection with the Xll l th
Olympic  Win ter  Games,  i t  i s  expected
that there are more than 1,200 men and
women athletes, from 37 nations, parti-
cipating in s e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  s p o r t s
embracing 38 events,

This is st i l l  a wonderful opportunity for
the youth of the world to gather in the
s p i r i t  o f  f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n  d e s i g n e d  t o
t e s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m e t t l e  o f  t h e s e
sportsmen and sportswomen who have

been t ra in ing perhaps the greater  par t
o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  O l y m p i c  W i n t e r
Games.

The Uni ted Sta tes  o f  Amer ica  has the
r a r e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h o s t i n g  t h e  O l y m p i c
Winter Games for the third t ime. Those
o f  u s  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  O l y m p i c  W i n t e r
Games revel in the progress, in
techn ica l  aspects  as  we l l  as  in  spor ts
improvement .  I  do not  be l ieve that  we
have as  yet  reached opt imum per for -
mance in any of the sports on the pro-
gramme.

Al l  o f  us  have been exc i ted about  the
fantastic t imes that have been recorded
i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  f o r  b o t h
b o b s l e d  a n d  l u g e — a  t r i b u t e  t o  b o t h
improved technology and more talented
athletes. The sportsmen and sportswo-
m e n  i n  t h e s e  t w o  s p o r t s  t y p i f y  a n d
ep i tomize the Olympic idea l—the
modern idea l  r is ing f rom the ru ins  in
Olympia equal  compet i t ion under  con-
ditions of fair play.

W i t h  d e e p  h u m i l i t y  I  q u o t e  f r o m  a n
observat ion o f  the la te  founder  o f  the
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Modern Games,  Baron P ier re  de Cou-
ber t in  :  “Peace would  be fur thered by
the Olympic  Games. . .  bu t  peace cou ld
be the product only of a better world ; a
b e t t e r  w o r l d  c o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t
on ly  by  bet ter  ind iv idua ls  ;  and bet ter
individuals could be developed only by
t h e  g i v e  a n d  t a k e ,  t h e  b u f f e t i n g  a n d
battering, the stress and strain of fierce
compet i t ion. ”

T h o s e  1 , 2 0 0  s p o r t s m e n  a n d  s p o r t s -
w o m e n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n
b e g i n n i n g  i n  t w o  d a y s  u n d e r s t a n d ,
perhaps better than anyone, that sports
c a n  a n d  m u s t  b e  p l a y e d  f o r  f u n  a n d
enjoyment . . .  and that  w i th  devot ion to
the sport, the reward wil l  take care of
i tse l f . . .  the ph i losophy o f  the amateur
rather than that of materialism.

The ent i re  wor ld  today is  focused on
the de l ibera t ions o f  th is  august  body.
Those o f  us  in  the Olympic  movement

hold in highest regard the work of your
C o m m i t t e e .  O n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  w e  a r e
p r a y i n g  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f
character among your own membership
that you wil l  be guided into making the
right and proper decision.

Thank you for  permi t t ing me to  make
these remarks  f rom the bot tom of  my
heart. Nothing comes easy in this world
but  those men wi th  the character  and
conscience to face stern issues do have
an oppor tun i ty  to  f ind the so lu t ion to
e v e r y  p r o b l e m .  W e  h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e
that you will come up with a solution to
the problems you wil l  be discussing for
the next two days.

R. K.
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