
Remarks by Lord Killanin,
President of the International Olympic Committee

Mr. Secretary of State,

President Kane,

Your Excellencies, Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen

T h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h i s  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e
International Olympic Committee is the
opening of  one of  the most  impor tant
Sessions ever held by this body, since
its inception in 1894.

It is the custom to hold a Session of the
IOC prior to the Winter Games and the
Games o f  the  Olympiad.  What  is  most
impor tan t  i s  the  success  o f  the  Lake
Placid Winter Games, to which so many
have contributed over the years. We all
t h i n k  o f  t h e  l a t e  R o n a l d  M a c K e n z i e ,
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wi thout  whom these Games would  not
have been initiated, and we respect and
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  m a d e  b y  t h i s
communi ty  to  s tage th is  in ternat iona l
sporting event. We think of the athletes
who vie for victory and are not
disappointed in defeat.

The problems facing the Games of the
XXl lnd  Olympiad wi l l  be  d iscussed a t
the ful l  Session of the IOC on Monday.
However ,  I  must  remind you that  the
Session opened here today closes with
the ex t inc t ion o f  the Olympic  f lame at
the end of the Xlllth Winter Games.

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  I O C  h a s
a l ready heard  the  v iews expressed by
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  o f
Nat iona l  Olympic  Commi t tees,  bes ides



The President of the IOC accompanied by Lady Killanin, together with Mr. Cyrus Vance
(right) and Mr. Robert Kane (left)

t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e
United States and Australia, which have
been conveyed through the respect ive
National Olympic Committees.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  U S O C  w i l l
appear again before the full Session on
Monday morning next.

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  w o r l d w i l d  p u b l i c i t y
surrounding the 1980 Games I feel i t  is
m y  d u t y  t o  r e c a l l  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t
points :

T h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  7 5 t h
Session of the IOC, meeting in Vienna
in  1974,  to  a l locate  the Games of  the
XXllnd Olympiad to the city of Moscow,
a n d  t h e  X l l l t h  W i n t e r  G a m e s  t o  L a k e
Placid.

In both cases, agreements were signed,
in accordance with our Rules, on 23rd
October  1974.  Judg ing by  wor ld  reac-
t ions  a t  the  t ime,  the  dec is ions were
w e l c o m e d  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  m u t u a l
understanding.

Sadly, the current poli t ical situation is
different today, but the IOC entered into
a g r e e m e n t s  i n  1 9 7 4 ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e
honoured by us all.

So lu t ions to  the po l i t i ca l  prob lems of
the wor ld  are  not  the respons ib i l i ty  o f
sporting bodies such as the Internatio-
n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e ,  b u t  o f  t h e
appropr ia te governmenta l organis-
ations.

Unfor tunate ly ,  s ince the concept ion o f
the modern Olympic Movement, govern-
ments have attempted to make use of it
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  I  h a v e  n e v e r
d e n i e d  o r  i g n o r e d  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f
p o l i t i c s  i n t o  t h e  O l y m p i c  M o v e m e n t ,
and I believe it to be in all our interests
that these intrusions must be resisted.

We have had to face many problems in
r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p o l i t i c a l
prob lems in  Germany and China,  and
r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a
and Rhodesia.
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We have always sought to resolve these
problems from a sporting point of view,
in an effort to bring the peoples of the
wor ld  together ,  w i thout  d iscr iminat ion
as to  race,  re l ig ion or  po l i t i cs .

A s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Olympic  Commi t tee,  I  have,  dur ing my
t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  ( w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e s  t h i s
year), continually str iven to spread the
O l y m p i c  i d e a l s  b e y o n d  t h e  a c t u a l
Games,  to  ass is t  in  the  promot ion o f
sport, not only for the high performance
a t h l e t e s ,  b u t  f o r  t h o s e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g
and less privi ledged countries.

O n e  c a n n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g
v io lence and in to lerance in  the wor ld .
As I have repeatedly said, we have the
greatest dislike of sport being made the
target ,  when po l i t i ca l ,  d ip lomat ic  and
economic measures should be used by
t h o s e  w i t h  c o n f l i c t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s  t o
resolve the differences.

We can on ly  pray  that  the  leaders  o f
opposing factions can come together to
reso lve  these d i f fe rences,  in  order  to
avoid another holocaust.

I  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  c h a u -
vinism o f  c e r t a i n a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
Olympic  Games and spor t  in  genera l .
We have not been helped by those who,
for  ins tance,  produce tab les  o f  resu l ts
o n  a  n a t i o n a l  b a s i s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r
Rules .  They forget  that  ru le  9  o f  our
Fundamental Principles states :

“ T h e  G a m e s  a r e  a  c o n t e s t  b e t w e e n
individuals and not between countries”

Nonetheless, demonstrations of nationa-
l ism increase, whether at Olympic cere-
monies or on the sports field.

The IOC is not infal l ible and may also
have contributed to this, despite its best
endeavours.

Incidental ly, there is sometimes confu-
s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  O l y m p i c  c e r e m o n i e s .
The victory ceremonies and medals are
t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  I O C  a s  a r e  t h e
Games, and not that of the host city.

W e  l i v e  i n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e
totalitarian regimes of the Left and the
Right .  Are  there  any count r ies  wh ich

can claim to ful ly respect human rights,
a n d  n o t  t o  p r a c t i s e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o f
some kind ?

It is not for me to preempt the decisions
of the IOC but I would implore all those
with different opinions and feelings : do
not  use the  Olympic  Games to  d iv ide
t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  t o  u n i t e  i t - d o  n o t  u s e
a t h l e t e s  f o r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l
problems !

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e
has ca l led  the  11th  Olympic  Congress
in  Baden-Baden next  year ,  wh ich wi l l
be  a t tended by  representa t ives  o f  the
In ternat iona l  Federat ions,  the Nat iona l
Olympic Committees, besides the athle-
tes  themselves and governmenta l  and
non-governmenta l  spor t ing bod ies .  We
have endeavoured not  on ly  to  co-ord i -
n a t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  I O C ,  I F s  a n d
N O C s  b u t  a l s o  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c o -
operat ion  wi th ,  and the ass is tance o f ,
g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
s p o r t ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  d i c t a t i o n  o f  s p o r t s
poli t ics.

At this Congress the long term Olympic
policy wil l  be debated. This wil l  include
the e l ig ib i l i t y  o f  a th le tes ,  commerc ia l i -
sation, politicisation, and the size, siting
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  O l y m p i c
Games.

Let  me repeat  tha t  th is  Sess ion takes
p lace before  the X l l l th  Winter  Games,
w h i c h  o p e n  h e r e  i n  L a k e  P l a c i d  o n
Wednesday.  We s incere ly  hope these
Games wil l  not be used for the further-
ance o f  po l i t i ca l  a ims,  or  demonst ra-
t i o n s  o f  p r e j u d i c e s .  W e  c a l l  u p o n  a l l
compet i to rs  and par t ic ipants ,  bes ides
of course the spectators and the media,
to respect each other within the princi-
ples of the Olympic Movement.

I now call  on Secretary of State Cyrus
V a n c e  t o  f o r m a l l y  o p e n  t h e  8 2 n d
S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c
Committee.

L. K.
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