
Remarks by Mr. Cyrus Vance,
Secretary State of the United States

On beha l f  o f  Pres ident  Car ter ,  and as
an honorary  V ice-Pres ident  o f  the  US
Olympic  Commit tee,  i t  i s  an honor  to
welcome th is  d is t ingu ished Commit tee
to the United States and to Lake Placid,
and to  welcome ath le tes  f rom around
the world to the 1980 Winter Olympics.

A s  w e  m e e t  h e r e  t o n i g h t ,  t h e  w o r l d
faces a  ser ious  th reat  to  peace wh ich
raises an issue of fundamental import-
ance to the Olympic movement.

F r o m  t h e i r  b e g i n n i n g s  i n  a n c i e n t
Greece, the Olympics have symbolised
some of  humani ty ’s  nob les t  pr inc ip les .
Foremost among these is peace.

The modern Games reflect this principle
in the opening ceremonies, when doves
are released to symbolise peace.

T h e  a n c i e n t  g a m e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e
city-state of El is. They marked a “truce
o f  t h e  g o d s ” . Dur ing th is  t ruce,  open
warfare against or by the host city-state
was forbidden.

In the view of my government, i t  would
b e  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l
Olympic principle to conduct or attend
O l y m p i c  G a m e s  i n  a  n a t i o n  w h i c h  i s
c u r r e n t l y  e n g a g i n g  i n  a n  a g g r e s s i v e
war, and has refused to comply with the
wor ld  communi ty ’s  demand to  ha l t  i ts
aggression and withdraw its forces.

Let us be clear about the fundamental
issue we face.

T h i s  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  a
n a t i o n a l  t e a m  s h o u l d  b e  b a r r e d  f r o m
c o m p e t i n g  o n  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u n d s .  W e
w e l c o m e  e v e r y  t e a m  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e
has invited to these Winter Games.

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w e  n o w  c o n f r o n t  i s
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  I t  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e

G a m e s  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  a  c o u n t r y
w h i c h  i s  i t s e l f  c o m m i t t i n g  a  s e r i o u s
breach of international peace. It is our
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t o  d o  s o  w o u l d  b e
wholly inconsistent with the meaning of
the Olympics.

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h i s
d e c i s i o n  f r o m  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e -
quences.  To ho ld  the  Olympics  in  any
nation that is warring on another is to
lend the Olympic mantle to that nation’s
actions.

We already see the nation selected as
hosts of the Summer Games describing
i t s  s e l e c t i o n  a s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  “ t h e
c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  ( i t s )  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y
course” and its “enormous services...  in
the struggle for peace”.

T h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e
s t r u g g l e s  o f  n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e s  t o
p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e - t o  p r e -
serve peace now and for the future-wil l
be cont rad ic ted and d imin ished i f  the
O l y m p i c s  a r e  h e l d  i n  a  n a t i o n  w h o s e
c o n t i n u i n g  a g g r e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o n -
demned by an overwhelming majority of
the UN General Assembly.

Respons ib i l i t y ‘  fo r  th is  mat ter  shou ld
n o t  b e  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  a t h l e t e s .  T h a t
w o u l d  o n l y  f o r c e  t h e m  t o  c a r r y  a
burden which proper ly  be longs to  the
leaders of the Olympic movement. None
of us wants our athletes to suffer. But
neither should we let them be exploited.

Beyond the effects of this decision on
e f f o r t s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e ,  w e
shou ld  be concerned about  i ts  conse-
quences for the Olympic movement.

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e e p l y  v a l u e s  t h e
Olympic  Games and the pr inc ip les  on
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w h i c h  t h e y  r e s t .  W e  a r e  i m m e n s e l y
proud of our own athletes and those of
o t h e r  n a t i o n s  w h o  h a v e  t r a i n e d  l o n g
and hard.  We do not  want  to  see the
Olympic movement damaged.

B u t  i f  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e
Olympics are ignored, the future of the
G a m e s  t h e m s e l v e s  w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  i n
jeopardy.

Throughout  the wor ld ,  there is  broad
and growing opposit ion, among govern-
m e n t s  a n d  p e o p l e ,  t o  g o i n g  f o r w a r d
w i t h  t h e  G a m e s  a s  p l a n n e d ,  a s  i f
nothing has happened. To do so would
imper i l  the broad popular  in terest  and
s u p p o r t  u p o n  w h i c h  t h i s  a n d  f u t u r e
Olympics depend.

T h e  p r e f e r a b l e  c o u r s e  w o u l d  b e  t o
t r a n s f e r  t h e  G a m e s  f r o m  M o s c o w  t o
a n o t h e r  s i t e  o r  m u l t i p l e  s i t e s  t h i s
s u m m e r .  C l e a r l y  t h e r e  a r e  p r a c t i c a l
difficulties, but they could be overcome.
There is  a lso  precedent  fo r  cance l l ing
t h e  G a m e s .  O r  i t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e ,
w i t h  a  s i m p l e  c h a n g e  o f  r u l e s ,  t o
postpone the Games for a year or more.

Let me make my government’s posit ion
clear : we wil l  oppose the participation
o f  a n  A m e r i c a n  t e a m  i n  a n y  O l y m p i c
G a m e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  a n  i n v a d i n g
nation.

This position is firm. It reflects the deep
conv ic t ions  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  Con-
gress and the American people.

To avo id  such prob lems in  the fu ture ,
we support the establishment of perma-
nent homes for the summer and winter
Olympics.

I know that this dist inguished body wil l
care fu l ly  we igh the  issues now before
you. By upholding the principles of the
O l y m p i c s  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  c h a l -
lenge, we wil l  preserve the meaning of
the Olympics for years to come.

C.V.
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