
At the close of the Session

Statement by Lord Killanin,
President of the IOC

( U n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  8 2 n d
Session, meeting in Lake Placid, 10-12
February 1980)

T h e  G a m e s  o f  t h e  X X l l n d  O l y m p i a d
were awarded to the City of Moscow by
the 75th  Sess ion o f  the In ternat iona l
Olympic Committee, and an agreement
was signed between the parties on 23rd
O c t o b e r  1 9 7 4 .  A l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  h a v e
been made in keeping with the terms of
that agreement and consistent with the
rules of the IOC.

The prime responsibility of the IOC is to
the young athletes of the world ; and to
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  O l y m p i c  G a m e s  a r e
h e l d  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e
with the principles, and within the rules,
of the IOC.

The International Olympic Committee is
f u l l y  a w a r e  o f ,  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  t o ,  t h e
w o r l d  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  c r e a t e d
the most serious challenge to confront
the Olympic Games.

Many governments have stated that the
athletes of their countries would not be
e n c o u r a g e d ,  a n d  m i g h t  e v e n  b e  f o r -
b idden,  to  take par t  in  the Games in
Moscow this year.

The Uni ted Sta tes  Olympic  Commi t tee
made representations to the IOC at the
request of the President of the United
States,  and these have been debated
and d iscussed,  together  w i th  a l l  o ther
suggestions.

A l l  1 4 3  r e c o g n i s e d  N a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c
Commi t tees are  bound by  the Olympic
Rules. They alone can accept or refuse
invitations to the Olympic Games, after
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  m e m b e r s ,  t h e
major i ty  o f  w h o m  must represent
f e d e r a t i o n s  w h o s e  s p o r t  i s  o n  t h e
Olympic Programme. It must be recall-
e d  t h a t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
Olympic  Games are  the  respons ib i l i t y
of the International Sports Federations,
which have always supported the IOC.
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The Execut ive  Counc i l  o f  the  Assoc i -
a t ion o f  Nat iona l  Olympic  Commit tees,
meet ing in  Mex ico ear l ie r  th is  month ,
unanimous ly  recommended to  the IOC
t o  r e t a i n  M o s c o w  a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e
Games of the XXllnd Olympiad.
Many NOCs have been placed in a very
d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r
governments and public opinion. Every
effort wil l  be made through the IOC, its
m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e  N O C s ,  t o  i n f o r m
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p u b l i c  o f  t h e  p r i n -
c ip les and a i m s  o f  t h e  O l y m p i c
movement.
T i m e  i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  t h e  f i n a l
acceptances or  re fusa ls  o f  the  inv i ta t -
ions  to  the  Games in  Moscow have to
be made by 24th May.
T h e  I O C  r e c o g n i s e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e
d i f f i cu l t ies  in  wh ich the Uni ted Sta tes
O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d s  i t s e l f  a n d
encourages it  to continue its efforts to
make poss ib le  the par t ic ipa t ion  o f  i ts
athletes in the Games.
A l s o ,  t h e  I O C  u r g e s  t h e  O r g a n i s i n g
Committee in Moscow, and the National
O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  U S S R ,  t o
in form the h ighest  author i t ies  o f  the i r
governments o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
which have created these diff icult ies for
so many NOCs.
T h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  O l y m p i c
Games, the Olympic movement, and the
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  s p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e
International Federations, is at stake.

A l l  7 3  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  8 2 n d
S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c
C o m m i t t e e  a r e  u n a n i m o u s  t h a t  t h e
G a m e s  m u s t  b e  h e l d  i n  M o s c o w  a s
planned.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e
cannot  so lve the po l i t i ca l  p rob lems of
the wor ld ,  but  ca l ls  upon the govern-
ments of al l  countries, and in particular
t h o s e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p o w e r s ,  t o  c o m e
t o g e t h e r  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,
and I, as President of the IOC, and all
m e m b e r s ,  w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  o u r
p o w e r  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  s o  t h a t  t h e
Games of the XXllnd Olympiad can take
place in the right atmosphere.

Lake Placid, 12th February 1980.
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