
Trinidad and Tobago and Olympism

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO Role of the TTOA

4,660 sq. km.

1 200 000 inhabitants (approximately in
1978).

— To ensure that Trinidad and Tobago
is  su i tab ly  represented a t  both  the
Olympic  Games and Regiona l  Ga-
mes.

— To ass is t  a th le tes  in  the i r  p repara-
t ions for these Games by providing
f i n a n c i a l  s u s t e n a n c e  t o  a f f i l i a t e d
members in appropriate instances.

— To arouse and maintain the interest
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  T r i n i d a d  a n d
T o b a g o  i n  O l y m p i c  a n d  R e g i o n a l
Games and to  obta in  the i r  suppor t
for the participation of the nation’s
athletes in these events.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO OLYMPIC
ASSOCIATION (TTOA)

Founded in 1946.

Recognised by the IOC in 1946.

Recognised in its present form in 1962.

Chairman in office : Knolly Henderson *.

Secretary General in off ice : Alexander
B. Chapman *.

Address : P. O. Box 529, Port-of-Spain,
Trinidad W.I.

Telephone : 637-4326.

Telex : -

Cable : Trina.

* See biographical notes
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Creation and history

The TTOA f i rs t  came in to  be ing as  a
working committee in 1946, when it was
felt that Trinidad and Tobago, a Brit ish
colony at the time, should take part in
Regional Games with the long-term aim
o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  q u a d r e n n i a l
O l y m p i c  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  T h i s  o r i g i n a l
commit tee,  made up of  four  member-
federations (athletics, cycl ing, football
and weightl i f t ing), was extended provi-
sional recognition by the IOC in 1946, a
development which enabled that colony
to send a delegation to compete at the
Cent ra l  Amer ican and Car ibbean Ga-
m e s  h e l d  t h a t  y e a r  i n  B a r a n q u i l l a ,
C o l o m b i a .  F o r m a l  O l y m p i c  a f f i l i a t i o n
w a s  g r a n t e d  i n  1 9 4 6  d u r i n g  t h e  I O C
Session in London.



Composition of the first TTOA (1946)

Ch :  S i r  Lennox O’Re i l l y ;  Ms:  Messrs  George
D i c k s o n ,  R o l a n d  G i l l ,  J o h n  I m r i e ,  E r r o l
K n o w l e s ,  D r .  R o d e r i c k  M e r c e n o ,  M e s s r s
Laurie Rogers and Oscar Walker.

T h e  T T O A  w a s  d i s b a n d e d  i n  1 9 5 8
following the formation of the West In-
d ies  Federat ion and the creat ion o f  a
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  N O C ,  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s
Association, with headquarters in King-
s ton,  Jamaica.  Wi th  the d isso lu t ion  o f
the po l i t i ca l  un ion in  1962,  the TTOA
requested tha t  i t s  own Olympic  Com-
mittee be re-recognised by the IOC. Re-
c o g n i t i o n  w a s  g r a n t e d  a n d  t h e  n e w l y
independent nation’s athletes were able
to  take par t  in  the 1962 Cent ra l  Ame-
r ican and Car ibbean Games in  Jamai -
ca.

1979 - Knolly Henserson at San Juan de
Porto Rico.

Successive Chairmen of the TTOA

1946-1948 : Sir Lennox O’Reilly.

1948-1952 : Mr. John Imrie.

1953-1962 : Sir Courtenay Hannays.

1962-1964 : Dr. Horace Gillette.

Since 1964 : Mr. Knolly Henderson *.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES

1976 - Montreal : the Trinidad and Tobago delegation.

1 8 5



Representation of Trinidad and Tobago at the Olympic
Games from 1948 to 19801

1 The fig
x  S p o r t

ures  in  b rackets  represent  the  number  o f  women inc luded in  the  f i rs t  f igure .
included in  the  programme but  in  wh ich  no event  was contes ted.

2 Demonstration sport.
* In 1960, one cyclist and one athlete represented Trinidad and Tobago within the West Indies delegation.• Not included on the programme.

186



XVth Olympiad in London as a compe-
titor in the featherweight class of the
weightlifting events. He added a bronze
medal to his credit in the same event
four years later in Helsinki. Another
Trinidadian weightl i f ter, Lennox Kil-
gour, captured the bronze medal in the
middle-heavyweight category at the
Games in Helsinki. Three medals were
won by Trinidad and Tobago in athle-
tics at the 1984 Games in Tokyo : Edwin
Roberts earned a bronze in the 200 m.
event, Wendell Mottley’s second place
finish in the 400 metres was rewarded
with a silver medal and the combined
ef for ts  o f  Wendel l  Mot t ley .  Edwin
Skinner, Kent Bernard and Edwin Ro-

1976 - Montreal : berts yielded a bronze medal in the
Hasely Crawford, 4 x 400 m. relay.
Olympic 100 m
champion.

• Organisation of the Games

• Date of first participation : 1948.
No application to organise the Olympic
Games or Regional Games has yet

Delegations from Trinidad and Tobago been received from a city in Trinidad

have attended each subsequent Olym- and Tobago.
pic gathering with the exception of 1960
when two of the nation’s athletes com-
peted in  the cyc l ing and a th le t ics
events as part of the contingent repre-
senting the West Indies Federation.

To date, Trinidad and Tobago has not
been represented at the Winter Games.

• The Trinidad and Tobago Olympic
Champions

Trinidad and Tobago earned its first
Olympic gold medal at the Games of
the XXlst Olympiad in Montreal, by
virtue of Hasely Crawford’s spirited per-
formance of 10.06 in the 100 m. athletics
event.
A number of other national athletes
have distinguished themselves by laying
claim to silver and bronze medals at the
Olympic Games. Rodney Wilkes was
Trinidad and Tobago’s first medallist,
having won a silver at the Games of the

1964 - Tokyo :
Wendell Mottley,
second in the
400 m.
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1968 - Mexico : the President of the TTOA, his assistants and the national delegation
for the Olympic Games.

PRESENT ORGANISATION
OF THE TTOA

• The present statutes were adopted
on 29th June 1973, with a number of
amendments approved on 28th June
1974.

• Composit ion
Membership on the TTOA consists of
one delegate from each affiliated body,
a number of members-at-large (persons
prominent in the academic and busi-
ness fields or in community affairs), as
well as honorary members (persons
deemed to have rendered distinguished
service to the Olympic movement).
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•  T h e  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  i s
responsible for approving the NOC’s
operations and financial reports, and at
four-year intervals for selecting the offi-
cers of the Association.

• The Executive, consist ing of the
Chairman, the immediate past Chair-
man, the Vice-Chairman, the Secretary
General, the assistant Secretary Gene-
ral, the Treasurer ,  the NOC’s two
trustees and three members of the Coun-
cil (body responsible for overseeing ex-
penditure, selecting representative
teams and appointing various commit-
tees), performs the daily tasks related
to the administration of the Association.

An amendment to the Constitution to
provide for the mandatory inclusion in
the Executive of any IOC member resi-
dent in Trinidad and Tobago is to be
tab led a t  the next  annual  genera l
meeting.



• Present members of the Executive
Board

PT : Mr. Knolly Henderson * ; VPT : Mr.
David de la Rosa ; SG : Mr. Alexander
Chapman * ; Asst SG : Commander Mer-
vyn Williams ; T : Mr. Lloyd Agard ;
Trustees : Messrs. Victor Bruce and
Gerry Gomez ; Ms : Messrs John Alley-
ne, Brigadier Joffre Serrette ; Ms-at-lar-
ge : Messrs Hasley Crawford (gold
medallist in the 100 m. event at the 1976
Olympic Games in Montreal), Roger
Gibbon (5th place in cycling—Kilometre
t ime tr ial) at the 1968 Games—and
Wendell Mottley (double medallist in
1964 in Tokyo).

• Federations affilliated to the TTOA

M e m b e r s
1979Federa t ion

Date IF
af f i l ia t ion

Athlet ics 1937

Basketball 1958

Box ing 1951

Cycl ing 1971

Football 1964

Hockey 1964

Wrestl ing before 1962

Swimming 1942

Shoot ing 1966

Vol leyba l l 1964

Weight l i f t ing 1946

Yacht ing 1962

THE TTOA AND OLYMPISM

• Protection of the Olympic emblems

Under the terms of the TTOA’s constitu-
tion, only the NOC is entitled to use the
Olympic symbols.

• International Olympic Academy

To date, the IOA’s Sessions have been
attended by only two delegates from
Trinidad and Tobago, Messrs Raphael
Hosein and Kelvin Roberts, both of
whom were present at Olympia in 1975.

3000

1000
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170 SPORT IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
2900

500
—

198 • Other sports governing bodies
250
198 The National Sports Foundation advises

the government on all matters related
30 to the development of sport, particularly

500 the granting of subsidies to various
sports organisations.

• Financing of the TTOA • State aid for the sports movement

The TTOA derives its income princi- Assistance is provided primarly in the
pal ly  f rom members ’  annual  fees, form of grants to cover the costs of
government grants to pay athletes’ athletes’ journeys abroad and transport
travel expenses and proceeds from for doctors and coaches to and from
monthly bingo games. training courses overseas.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Alexander Chapman,
Secretary General of
the TTOA.

Knolly Henderson

• Training of sports leaders

Three persons have attended courses in
Sports Administration organised under
the aegis of the IOC Olympic Solida-
rity ; five doctors have attended cour-
ses in sports medicine and numerous
coaches and trainers have participated
in Olympic and Pan-American Solidarity
courses.

crowds

Basketball, football, cricket, netball.

• Sports which draw the biggest

Chairman of the TTOA since 1964.
Born in  November  1917 and a  char tered secre tary
by profession, he competed actively in a number of
spor ts ,  among them foo tba l l ,  box ing ,  c r icke t ,  lawn
t e n n i s  a n d  s w i m m i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e r v i n g  a s
P r e s i d e n t  o f  h i s  N O C ,  M r .  H e n d e r s o n  h a s  m a d e
o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s p o r t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n
T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o ,  n o t a b l y  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t - a p p o i n t e d  N a t i o n a l
Spor ts  Counc i l  fo r  the  per iod  1971-1974.  He occu-
p ied a number of  o ther  impor tant  posts ,  serv ing as
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s
Federation from 1970 to 1974, executive member of
both  the  Pan-Amer ican and Cent ra l  Amer ican end
Car ibbean Spor ts  Organ isa t ions ,  V ice-Pres ident  o f
t h e  l a w n  t e n n i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  1 9 5 6  t o  1 9 6 5 ,
t o u r n a m e n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T e n n i s
Tournament  in  the  Car ibbean c i rcu i t  f rom 1962 to
1 9 6 5  a n d  s e l e c t o r  f o r  t h e  D a v i d  C u p  d u r i n g  t h e
s a m e  p e r i o d .  H e  h a s  a l s o  h a d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f
serving as Chef de Mission for the nation’s Olympic
delegations on a number of occasions.

• Sport experiencing the greatest
development

Basketball.

• Percentage of practising sportsmen

Approximately 15 % of the nation’s po-
pulation is actively involved in sport.

• Sports installations

— open air swimming pools (50 m.) 1
— covered swimming

pools (50 m.) None
— other swimming pools 6
— sports centres 4
— gymnasia 2

Alexander Chapman

Secretary General of the TTOA since
1963.
B o r n  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 7 ,  M r .  C h a p m a n  i s  a  c i v i l
s e r v a n t  i n  t h e  A u d i t o r  G e n e r a l ’ s  d e p a r t m e n t .  I n
terms of sport, his prime interest was weightlift ing
In  add i t ion  to  compet ing  in  the  l igh twe ight  c lass ,
he he ld  the  pos i t ion  o f  secre tary  o f  the  Tr in idad
W e i g h t l i f t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  1 9 4 9  t o  1 9 6 0  a n d
served as  we l l  as  f i rs t  secre tary  o f  the  shor t l i ved
W e s t  I n d i e s  W e i g h t l i f t i n g  F e d e r a t i o n .  A  c l a s s  1
in ternat iona l  we ight l i f t ing  re feree,  he  has  o f f i c ia ted
at  bo th  Olympic  and Reg iona l  Games.  For  twenty -
f i ve  years  o f  serv ice  to  h is  spor t  in  Tr in idad and
Tobago,  Mr .  Chapman was awarded a  go ld  medal
b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W e i g h t l i f t i n g  F e d e r a t i o n .  I n
his capacity as general manager Chef de Mission of
t h e  T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o  O l y m p i c  d e l e g a t i o n ,  h e
has attended the Games of the Olympiad on several
Occasions. Mr. Chapman first served as a delegate
of  the  then Amateur  Phys ica l  Cu l tu re  Assoc ia t ion
on the Tr in idad and Tobago Olympic  Assoc ia t ion  in
the  year  1954.  Pr io r  to  h is  e lec t ion  as  Secre tary
General in the year 1963, he served as Treasurer of
the Association.
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