
Bermuda and Olympism

“ We the Bermuda Olympic Association, pledge ourselves to the ideals of Baron
de Coubertin—Founder of the “"Modern Olympics”—and we intend to uphold
the dignity and sportsmanship of amateur sport in Bermuda. ”

Reginald Cooper, 1977
President of the
Bermuda Olympic Association

BERMUDA

52 sq. km.
56,000 inhabitants (approx.)

BERMUDA OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION
(BOA)

Founded in 1935.
Recognised by the IOC in 1936.
President in office : Reginald C. Cooper :
Secretary General in office : Donald J.
Williams.
Address: P. O. Box 1665, Hamilton 5,
Bermuda.
Telephone : (809) 295 - 2328.
Cable : Berolympic.

* See biographical notes.

108

Role of the BOA

— To encourage and stimulate interest
in both the Olympic Games and
Regional Games in which Bermuda
is invited to take part.

— To reinforce the principles of the
Olympic movement by the celebra-
tion of an annual Olympic day.

— To offer advice and assistance to
the Government in the planning,
organisation and implementation of
schemes of public recreation and
sport.

Creation and development

The idea of forming a National Olympic
Committee originated in 1930. This idea
rapidly caught on and after lengthy
correspondence between James Mur-
ray and the IOC, Bermuda was on
February 13, 1936, recognised by the
IOC, and the BOA was formed. Sir
Howard Trott was named as the first
President of the BOA and Bermuda was
shortly thereafter invited to compete in
the 11th Modern Olympic Games in
Berlin. 1936.

Successive Presidents of the BOA

1935-1958 : Sir Howard Trott.

1958-1972 : W. F. «Chummy» Hay-
ward *.
Since 1972 : Reginald C. Cooper * .



BERMUDA AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES

1936 - The first Bermudian Olympic delega-
tion : (from left to fight) Forster Cooper, John
Young, Percy Belvin, Leonard Spence, Edmund • Date of first participation : 1936.
Cooper, Chummy Hayward *.

Bermudian athletes have taken part in
each e edition
held since the inception of the BOA

ath le te

o f  t h e  O l y m p i c  G a m e s

(except in 1980). None of the nation’s
h a s  y e t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e

Winter Games.

1964 - Tokyo : The Bermudian delegation.
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Representation of Bermuda at the Olympic Games
from 1936 to 1980 1

1 The figures in brackets represent the number of women included in the first figure
2 Demonstration Sport.
• Not included on the programme.
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PRESENT ORGANISATION
OF THE BOA

Clarence Hill.

• T h e  B O A ’s  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  w e r e
adopted on 28th March 1978.

• C o m p o s i t i o n

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  t w o
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e a c h  n a t i o n a l
sports federation aff i l iated to Internatio-
n a l  F e d e r a t i o n s  w h o s e  s p o r t s  a r e
included on the Olympic programme, as
well as individuals felt to have rendered
e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  O l y m p i c
movement .  Prov is ion is  a lso made for
t h e  h o n o r i f i c  t i t l e s  o f  P a t r o n ,  L i f e
President and Life Vice-President.

• The General Assembly is the
A s s o c i a t i o n ’s  h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d
meets  four  t imes annual ly .  Among i ts
n u m e r o u s  t a s k s ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  i s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e l e c t i n g  t h e  A s s o -
ciation’s officers, namely, the President,
the Vice-President, the Secretary Gen-
eral and the Treasurer.

• The Execut ive  Board is  to  meet  as
often as deemed necessary. Sub-com-
mittees drawn from Association’s mem-
bership may be appointed by the Presi-
dent who is also empowered to co-opt
persons from outside the Association.

• Federations affiliated to the BOA

Date Of Members in
Federat ion IF a f f i l ia t ion 1978

Athletics 1948 150
• Bermudian medal winners Box ing 1949 50

Cycling 1976

In 1976 at the Games in Montreal, boxer Equestrian 1976 525
C l a r e n c e  H i l l  e a r n e d  t h e  h o n o u r o f Football 1960 1 140

b e i n g  B e r m u d a ’s  f i r s t  m e d a l l i s t ,  c a p -  S w i m m i n g 1949 125

t u r i n g  t h e  b r o n z e  m e d a l in the    Shoot ing 1971 25

heavyweight category. Yacht ing 1965 500
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THE BOA AND OLYMPISM

Our photograph shows Mr. Reginald Cooper
and Mr. W.F. Hayward (front row, 2nd and
3rd from the left), respectively President and
Honorary President of the NOC, surrounded
by members of the Executive Board and
former Bermudian athletes who have par-
ticipated in the Olympic Games.

• Present members of the Executive
Board

PT : Mr. Reginald C. Cooper * ; VPT : Dr.
Gerard  W.  Bean ;  SG :  Mr .  Dona ld  J .
W i l l i a m s  ;  H o n . T. : Mr. John R.
Hoskins *.

• Financing of the BOA

The Association raises funds through a
s e r i e s  o f  p r o m o t i o n s i n c l u d i n g  a n
Olympic Tag day— the sale of Olympic
memorabi l ia ,  an annual  Te le thon.  The
Government  fo r  the f i rs t  t ime granted
the BOA in  1976 a  sum of  $10,000 to
h e l p  w i t h  t h e  c o s t  o f  f u n d i n g  t h e
Olympic team in Montreal. The Govern-
m e n t  a g a i n  h e l p e d  i n  1 9 7 9  w i t h  a
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  g r a n t  f o r  t h e  P a n - A m e r i c a n
Games Team.

I n  M a y  1 9 7 9  t h e  B O A  f o r m e d  t h e
N a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o u n c i l  u n d e r  t h e
Chai rmansh ip of the former Pre-
mier— the Hon. Sir John Sharpe.

Its objective was to raise the necessary
funds, not less than $ 200 000, required
f o r  B e r m u d a ’s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e
Olympic Games in Moscow in 1980.
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• Olympic Day

The BOA’s 1977 Olympic Day celebra-
t i o n ,  h e l d  o n  1 9 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  w a s
highlighted by the screening of the offi-
cial film from the 1976 Olympic Games.
The two thousand persons who attend-
ed the showing were given a pamphlet
out l in ing the background and ob ject i -
ves of the nation’s Olympic movement.
A n  O l y m p i c  s p o r t s  s e m i n a r  w a s  a l s o
organised by the BOA, on 18th
February, 1978, and featured the parti-
c i p a t i o n  o f  s p o r t s  d i g n i t a r i e s  f r o m
Bermuda and abroad.

• Olympic Awards obtained

Pr ix  de  la  reconna issance Olympique,
1973 to W.F. «Chummy» Hayward *, one
o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  B O A ,  f o r  h i s
m a n y  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  t o t h e
Olympic movement.

• Protection of the Olympic Emblems

The BOA has secured protection for i ts
e m b l e m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  I O C ,
t h r o u g h  i t s  n a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  I t
f u r t h e r  i n t e n d s  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  i n  o b -
taining intergovernmental protection for
the Olympic symbols.

SPORT IN BERMUDA

• State aid for the sports movement

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’s  p o l i c y  h a s  a l w a y s
been to aid in programmes locally and
provide aid to Federations for coaches
a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i s
writing a White Paper, which will in fact
be its policy on sport, a milestone for
sport in Bermuda.



• Sport at school

S p o r t  a t  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  s t a n d a r d i s e d .
There are inter-school competit ions.

• Sports facilities in Bermuda

S c h o o l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d s ,  a n d  o n e  l a r g e
p l a y i n g  f i e l d  o n  w h i c h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
soccer and cricket are played.

Development of Sports in Bermuda is in
d i r e c t  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
money spent on sports installations. SO
far we have been severely handicapped

   due to almost total lack of facilities.

• Sports which draw biggest crowds

Soccer, boxing, marathon running.

• Sports undergoing the greatest
expansion

S w i m m i n g ,  s o c c e r ,  c y c l i n g  ( R o a d ) ,
cricket.

46 Bermudians decided to take part in the “I
see the world” poster competition organised
by the Moscow OCOG for the 1980 Games.
Our photo shows three young entrants - Alvin
Busby (13), Leo Simmons (12) and Vanessa
Covell(9) – together with (from left to right) Dr.
Gerard Bean, Vice-President of the BOA, Mr.
Cary S. Maddern, of the Ministry for Education,
and Mr. Reginald C. Cooper, President of the
BOA.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Reginald C. Cooper

President of the BOA since 1972.
Born in 1921, he attended schools in Bermuda and the
United States before setting on a career in hotel manage-
ment In the field of sports, he excelled in tennis, diving, and
yachting, winning the Bermuda men’s singles tennis titles
from 1952 to 1954, serving as a reserve for the Finn class
in the yachting events at the 1964 Olympic Games and act-
ing as the manager for the 1968 Olympic yachting team. A
member of the BOA since 1964, his other duties include a
position on the Government Race Relations Board ; Execu-
tive Committee Bermuda Hotel Association ; Chairman, Ber-
muda Sports Council.

W. F. “Chummy” Hayward

Hon. Life President of the BOA.
One of the founders of the BOA and President of the Asso-
ciation from 1958 to 1973.
Born in Pembroke, he now serves as President of the Vallis
Company. His sports activities at school were varied and
included cricket, football and swimming as well as diving in
which he had particular talent. He served as the chef de
mission for the Bermudian delegation at the 1936 Olympic
Games in Berlin, and was the first to carry his nation’s flag
into an Olympic stadium. Many decades of service to the
Olympic movement culminated in the honour of receiving
the Prix de la Reconnaissance Olympique in 1973. The
most recent demonstration of his devotion to the sports
movement in his country was a gift of $50,000 he offered to
the BOA. In 1979 he was appointed chairman of the finance
commission of the American confederation of boxing

John R. Hoskins

Treasurer of the BOA.
Born December 14, 1931, he has actively competed in
soccer. cricket, tennis. golf and rugby. He is past President
of the Bermuda Hockey Association and has represented
Bermuda internationally since 1957 Including representa-
tion in the Pan-American Games in Winnipeg (CAN). He has
served on the Bermuda Olympic Association Since 1967
and has also served on the Sports Development Council.
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