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The photographer Lothar Ribelt recently donated his per-
sonal collection to the Olympic Museum. The exception-
ally rich and varied collection of this Austrian photogra-
pher, spanning ten Olympic Games, is currently enabling
the Olympic Museum to present, in its first exhibition of
the year, a fascinating history of the Winter Games, where
great sporting moments are seen side by side with the
most intimate and warm aspects of life in the athletes’ vil-
lage. Now aged 85, Lothar Ribelt is one of the leading
figures of this period from 1920 to 1960 during which
sport, like photography, became popular, the story of
which is told in the following pages.
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