By Raymond Gafner

Editor-in-chief

HELLO
FROM VIDY

H ere we are shot forward into the
Olympic year !

All those who share a part of the
responsibility for the success of Albertville
and Barcelona — OCOGs, IFs, NOCs, 10C
— will thus be diving even further into the
mélée. My wish is that they do so with joy
in their hearts, but with clear heads and
with their feet on the ground. For, as the
price of our success, we shall be pilloried
by those whose interest — and whose job
— is to stir up provocation. Our response
— noblesse oblige — must be to strive
towards the truth.

Truth first of all, about the accusation
of giving in to unbridled commercialism.
Agreed, there is marketing of the Olympic
emblem. The sole purpose of this is to pro-
vide the 10C, through television rights and
sponsorship, with the means it needs to
perform its work which, more than just dur-
ing the period of the Games, has a univer-
sal and permanent character. For the
appeal to Olympism, growing increasingly
urgent, is that it devote itself to a new
humanism capable of rescuing our world
from the chaos into which it is threatening
to sink.

The distribution of the funds thus
obtained follows precise rules. The major
part naturally goes to the OCOG, whose
costs rise constantly, and whose survival
only this can ensure. The share which goes
to the IFs, while doubtless welcomed by all
of them, is vital to the medium sized feder-
ations, whose revenues are limited. The
part given to the NOCs is essentially the
work of Olympic Solidarity, which has
become the veritable “joker” of the Olym-
pic Movement. But the financial effort on
behalf of the NOCs also extends — as the
figures show — to include their participa-

tion at the Olympic Games, making it pos-
sible for all of them to be present.

Finally, the share which the 10C keeps
for its own activities, artistic and cultural as
well as sporting, as Pierre de Coubertin
wished it, is under under 10 % of the total
of the revenue deriving from different
sources. Commercialization, agreed, but
unbridled? Perilous would be a truer
epithet, seeming at times more like the
progress of an acrobat along a tight rope,
to ensure that sport such as we conceive it
remains in the hands of sports men and
women. The risk is as great as the stakes
involved; something which is true of all
human activity. No match is ever won until
the final whistle. And there is nothing
scandalous about our style of play. The
truth is that, without financial resources,
Olympism would be doomed to extinction.
And who would want that to happen ?

The truth must also be sought in the
claimed “gigantism” of the Games. Those
who complain the loudest are often the
same people who, when their own inter-
ests are at stake, call for more sports, more
events, more athletes or more officials.

In my last “Hello” of 1991, | showed
how the increase in the number of NOCs,
a phenomenon which, in itself, is desirable
and positive, could indeed lead to gigant-
ism if we were not careful. Now this is
where it is unpleasant to hear the truth.
The new financial conditions granted by
the OCOGs and the IOC to the participants
at the Games mean — happily — that indi-
vidual participation is now greatly facili-
tated. But at the same time this sharpens
the claws of that well-known demon which
manifests itself under the tempting guise of
“Olympism tourism”. To succumb to this
temptation would lead straight to a verit-
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