66

By Raymond Gafner
Editor in Chief

HELLO
FROM VIDY

had a dear friend from my scouting

and student days, Frangois, who alas
died young. Towards those placed in
his charge, he radiated enthusiasm
and conviction. Alone, he was
besieged and tormented by doubt and
depression. In his unceasing struggle
to spur himself into action, he used to
cover the walls of his room with
encouraging phrases. His favourite was
taken from the old French meaning “in
despite of all things”(in spite of every-
thing). In spite of everything go on-
ward, if need be treading on your sha-
dow.

I thought of him on 28th Decem-
ber 1991 as | stood, leaning against the
wall of the Chateau de Mirville in Nor-
mandy, with a thousand guests who
had come to see the Olympic flame
halt on its journey to Albertville. Many
important personalities were there,
having come to honour the memory
of Pierre de Coubertin, who spent part
of his childhood, adolescence and
even adult life in this noble family
residence. In this gentle Normandy
countryside, Coubertin, too, doubtless
had to train hard to transform the ama-
zingly clear-sighted loner that he was
into the man with the unquenchable
thirst to act in the service of the Olym-
pic cause that he became. “In despite
of all things”.

So it was here at Mirville, on that
day, that two young athletes clad in
white entered the porchway under
which Coubertin played as a child.
These two proceeded to fix the
lighted torch on to the wall of the
house, where it remained for several
minutes, next to the plaque commem-
orating the one hundredth anniversary
of the Baron’s birth. Might he have

imagined such a scene in his wildest
dreams? At Vidy, we are currently
examining hitherto unexplored
archives devoted to the restorer of the
Games. What a confirmation, often
bitter, of the fierce combat he had to
wage against those around him to
ensure that the flame, lighted in the
heart of youth, did not go out, and to
halt the constant array of open or
treacherous attacks upon him, so
much so that one is amazed that he
had the strength and perseverance to
overcome them.

Now, to the great joy of the
organizers, often amazed at their suc-
cess, this flame of the Games in
Albertville has received a triumphal
welcome wherever it has passed. In all
weathers, in large towns and small vil-
lages, a crowd has formed to wel-
come, applaud and gather around it.

Gather around it. That is perhaps
the key phrase. What makes people
do this? Of course, the flame which
lights, warms and comforts has from
time immemorial been one of man-
kind’s strongest symbols. But it is as if
the flame, when associated with that
other symbol which personifies Olym-
pic hope, the five interlinked rings,
shines further, higher, more strongly.

The thousands of people who
simply wanted to “be there” for the
few minutes that the flame stopped
where they live, did so not just
because they were encouraged to, but
more because they were caught up in
a kind of fervour, be it just for one
fleeting moment. Like a hope half-felt,
like an immense, spontaneous vote for
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