The impressive Vigszinhaz
theatre was the setting for
the official centennial cele-
brations of the Hungarian
NOC. The ceremony was at-
tended by the head of state,
Arpad Goncz, the 10C Pres-
ident, numerous leading fig-
ures from the worlds of pol-
itics and sport and over 400
Olympic medallists and
sports administrators. Am-
bassador Pal Schmitt, NOC
president and IOC vice-pre-
sident, said in his speech
that “the first hundred years
of the Hungarian Olympic
Commiittee coincided with
the last bundred years of
Hungarian bistory. This
century was characterized
by struggles, falls and rises
and alien occupation.
However, at the Olympic
Games, the Hungarian
sportsmen and sporiswom-
en (...) have achieved out-
standing results with which
they supported the country
proving that there is always
a way out of impossible sit-
uations.” The President of
the Republic, Dr Arpad
Goncz, whose father took
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part in the tennis tourna-
ment at the 1924 Olympic
Games, pointed out that:
“The Olympic Games melts
and unites the people of the
country in every fourth
year (...). Success and vic-
tories always transmit
strength even in the most
difficult times. Our athletes
well deserve the nation’s
thanks and appreciation...”
He then decorated the 10C
President with the Middle
Cross with the Diamond Or-
der. The IOC President ob-
served that: “Humngary was
one of the founding coun-
tries of the Olympic Move-
ment, for which it has ear-
ned international
recognition (...). Today, we
celebrate the centennial of
the institution which hbas
been the architect of many

victories and which bas rai-
sed Hungarian sport to
international fame.”

During the ceremony, the
IOC President awarded the
Olympic Order to three
prominent figures in Hun-
garian sport: Tamas Ajan,
secretary general of the
NOC and of the IWF;
Gyorgy Szepesi, journalist;
and Ferenc Torok, presi-
dent of the Hungarian pen-
tathlon federation and vice-
president of the UIPMB.

The Hungarian NOC also
rewarded the achievements
of several national athletes,
including players in the leg-
endary football team of the
1950s, Jend Buzansky,
Zoltan Czibor, Gyula Gros-
ics, Nandor Hidegkuti and
Ferenc Puskis.

Caption: From left to right:
Ferenc Torok, Gyorgy Sze-
pesi and Tamas Ajan, who
all received the Olympic
Order.

From left to right, Ferenc Torok, Gyorgy Szepesi and Tamas Ajdan, reci-

pients of the Olympic order.
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