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The Commonwealth Games
Message from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

 “The Commonwealth pro- “I believe that sport will  and how to take victory or

v i d e s  m a n y  s p e c i a l  l i n k s always play a very important defeat with good grace.

between its members.  Apart part in the social welfare of “Sport, is a great leveller.  The
from more formal contacts all generations.  Sport, and same rules apply to all; there

between governments, there team games  in  pa r t i cu la r , are no age, racial or cultural
are any number of profes- teaches young people many b a r r i e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

sional associations and vol- demons t ra tes  the  va lue  o f I n d e e d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  a

un ta ry  o rgan iza t ions  wi th demons t ra tes  the  va lue  o f sport brings together people

close connections throughout cooperation, team work and f r o m  e v e r y  b a c k g r o u n d .
the Commonwealth.  Among team spiri t ;  i t  teaches the Some sports attract dedicated
the  mos t  ac t ive  a re  those need to abide by rules and spectators.  Some do not, but
involved in sport and recre- regulations, it emphasizes the that makes no difference to

ation. impor tance  o f  se l f -cont ro l the  par t i c ipan t s .   A l l  a re

absorb ing  and  en joyab le ,

offering unique opportunities
f o r  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  a n d  t o

develop self-confidence.  For

many young people, partici-
pation in a sport can offer a
lifeline and an essential alter-

native to delinquency, drug
abuse or crime. 
“The Commonwealth Games

are the organization's greatest

sporting festival and rightly
k n o w n  a s  t h e  ‘ F r i e n d l y

Games’. 
“It is always the athletes from

t h e  s m a l l e s t  n a t i o n s  w h o

receive the warmest welcome

and it is the sporting gesture

that wins universal recogni-
tion.  The Games take place
every four years;  this year

they will be held in Malaysia,
where every effort is being

made to ensure that competi-

tors, officials and spectators
wi l l  thoroughly  en joy  the

experience of this great gath-
ering.  Manchester too has
already begun preparations to

host the Games in 2002.
 “The Commonwealth Games

will indeed bring us together.
I am much looking forward to

joining them.”
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