Twenty-five coaches from 20 coun-
tries in 12 sports were awarded an
Olympic scholarship to attend an
International Coaching Course orga-
nized by the Hungarian University of
Physical Education, Institute of
Coaching and Sport Education, from
10 March to 2 June 1999 in
Budapest. The comprehensive pro-
gramme consisting of theory and
practical classes on sport general
and sport-related topics, also allowed
the coaches attending the course to
gain an insight into the selection and
preparation of the top Hungarian ath-
letes and national teams, to become

Olymple 3¢ [

International coaching course

acquainted and to participate in con-
tinental competitions and national
championships.

A number of teachers and professors,
highly respected for their teaching
methods, lectured for the course.
Most of them had also led an out-
standing sporting career in Hungary,
becoming Olympians, national or
international champions.

During the closing ceremony, when
the coaches were awarded their cer-
tificates, many sport personalities
were present, including Jésef Tihanyi,
the rector of the university; Tamas
Ajén, secretary general of the Interna-
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tional Weightlifting Federation and
vice president of the GAISF; and
Agoston Schulek, vice president of
the European Athletic Association.
The first international coaching
course was held in 1971 with six par-
ticipants. Since the establishment of
the course, 965 participants from
more than 80 countries have taken
such courses. Most of the partici-
pants have since become recognized
coaches in their respective countries,
Olympic Solidarity first awarded these
grants for coaches in 1991. The next
course will be organized from Sep-
tember to December 1999.
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