Paient trouvé tres intéressant. Pour don-
ner une preuve de l'importance du peséi-
pallo, signalons que le plus grand match
de lannée, Est contre Ouest, se joue avec
une balle ou le maréchal de Finlande
Mannerheim a apposé sa signature.

La Finlande, hote des Jeux olympiques
de 1952, est fiere de pouvoir montrer aux
étrangers un jeu original qui au point de
vue physique renferme maints cotés pré-
cieux.

PESAPALLO — FINNISH NATIONAL GAME

one of the two demonstration sports at the Helsinki Games.

Pesépallo (Finnish baseball) has been
selected as the national game for demons-
tration at the Helsinki Olympic Games.

In the large group of ball games, pesé-
pallo represents a strike game played by
two teams (9+9 players). The present
codified form of the Finnish ball game was
only developed after World War I. Its
forerunner was the generally popular « king-
ball » which was characterized by the toss-
ing serve (« fungo »); before it even more
primitive games were played. Thus the
roots of pesédpallo can be traced back to
the same general origin as those of English
cricket and American baseball. In fact it
resembles the latter in many respects, but
is livelier in action. Instead of a horizontal
serve, as in cricket and baseball, a vertical
serve is used in pesépallo, the pitcher facing
the batter across the home plate.

Hitting ball in Finland is primarily an
active ball game for the masses. Every-
where, and especially in the country,
including the remotest hamlets, strike-ball
is played. It is not a big city spectator sport
like football. The « peasant » character of
pesépallo is partially attributable to the
fact that it can be practised even on uneven
grounds; it also appeals to the hard-
working farm population, which likes the
light, limbering aspect of pesépallo.

Pesédpallo is especially popular with
youth, and is played in all schools and
colleges. But it is also a game for men,
widely played in various leagues. About
2000 teams play it during the season, which
begins in May and ends in September. Club
teams are organized on a national basis in
various leagues, and some of teams even
are based north of the Arctic Circle.

When Prof. Lauri Pihkala created pesi-
pallo, he designed the playing area to fit
into a normal athletic field. Thus a trian-
gular-shaped infield joins the square-shaped
backfield, the backline of which determines
the longest permissable flight of the ball
(86 meters or c. 94 yards in a straight line
to the center). This limitation was made
to offset the relative easiness of a vertical
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pitch. Peculiar looking zig-zagging of the
baserunners is a direct result of the prin-
ciple that the course of a runner should
become more difficult by degrees.

A league player must be in good condition,
versatile, posses a strong throwing arm,
keen eye and speed for fly catching and
base-running. Mental alertness is needed
for quick decision. In essence, however,
Finnish baseball compares with its Ameri-
can counterpart: strenuous enough to
benefit everybody, but not too strenuous
to harm anybody. Therefore it is suitable
for all age groups, as long as the players
are physically fit. Consequently pesédpallo
is also well suited for and is a popular form
of sport with girls and women.

The above is a brief sketch of the Finnish
national game. No attemps has been made
to spread it abroad, though foreign visitors
have shown interest in it.

As the host for the 1952 Olympic Games,
Finland is proud to demonstrate to her
foreign guests a « home made » game which,
physically speaking, comprises many fine
features.

Nouveaux comités olympiques nationaux

Le C.I.O. vient de reconnaitre les comités
olympiques nationaux de l'Indonésie et du
Viet-Nam avec lesquels il était en pour-
parlers depuis 'an dernier. Les adresses de
ces comités figurent dans la liste du présent
bulletin. Une invitation a participer aux
jeux d’Helsinki leur a également été adres-
sée.

New National Olympic Committees

After one year’s negociations the I1.0.C.
has recognized the National Olympic Com-
mittees of INDONESIA and VIET-NAM,
whose adresses are mentionned in the list
of the present bulletin. An invitation for
taking part at the Helsinki Games has been
sent to those Committees.
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