
and the National Olympic Committees
which have a stalwart representative here
in the person of Marcel Henninger, President
of the Swiss Olympic Committee, that we
can expect to hold high the torch of Olympic
idealism.

Second, we must strive toward better
officiating. The judging at Helsinki was
perhaps less open to adverse criticism
that at previous Games, but it was still far
from perfect.

Third, because of their popularity the
Games have grown to such a size that it is
almost impossible to organize them effi-
ciently. Not only that, but because of this
size, the expense involved has mounted
to astronomical figures. Means must be
found to cut them down to manageable
proportions.

Fourth, we must create more respect for
amateurism. We live in a materialistic age
and everything seems to be measured in
dollars, but the most important things in
life cannot be measured by money and
exclusive pursuit of the almighty dollar
leads only to disaster.

Fifth, we must keep a happy balance
between justifiable national pride and the
use of sport for national aggrandizment. If
the Games become contests between the
hired gladiators of various nations with the
idea of building national prestige or proving
that one system of government is better
than another, they will lose all purpose.
Legitimate sport must be free, independent,
and spontaneous if it is to survive.

It is perhaps very significant that our
home is here in Switzerland where, despite
the incessant swirl of European politics,
this small country has kept its independence
for seven hundred years while other larger
and stronger nations have lost theirs. And
how has it kept its independence? By
minding its own business and not meddling
in other people’s affairs, and by being pre-
pared to resist all movements against its
freedom. True descendants of William Tell,
who refused to doff his hat to any aggressor.

Today the Olympic Games have captured
the imagination of the world. Every news-
paper, even in the most remote country,
has been filled with Olympic stories. It is
the same with radio no matter what the
language. In the United States more than
fifty million people witnessed and listened

to a television program staged by Bob Hope
and Bing Grosby for the benefit of the
United States Olympic Committee. Every-
one wants a connection with the Olympic
Games. We must be careful and keep our
proper balance, remembering that we are
concerned only with sport and not with
politics or business. At the same time, we
must prevent others from exploiting or
using our prestige for their own personal
purpose. Our sole strength is our indepen-
dence and our high ideals. We have no
money and we have no army. To protect
ourselves against those who wish to take
advantage, we must keep our motives pure
and honest, and clean and we will retain the
respect of all.

We live in a world that is sick socially,
politically, and economically. It is sick for
only one reason-lack of fair play and good
sportsmanship in human relationships. Fair
play and good sportsmanship are inherent
in a great majority of mankind of every
class, color, or creed. And that is why the
Olympic movement has such universal
appeal. There are natives in Peru and
Bolivia who live very well under most
difficult conditions over four thousand
meters up in the Andes. When they are
transported down to sea level, however,
many of them become an easy prey to
illness and soon die. We must keep the
Olympic movement on Olympic heights of
idealism for it will surely die if it is permitted
to descend to more sordid levels. It is a
precious thing that we must guard and
protect. The world is in a turmoil; people
are confused and bewildered by strange theo-
ries, alien doctrines, and queer philosophies.
We cannot cure these things, but we can set
a good example, and perhaps here the world
will find a solution for its troubles.

I am grateful to the members of the
International Olympic Committee for the
confidence they have displayed in me, and
I am deeply appreciative of the great honor
they have conferred on me by naming me
to the highest position in the world of
sport, but I am also well aware of the heavy
responsability involved. With the help and
support of all those who believe that
amateur sport and the Olympic Games must
be kept free and independent, pure and
honest, however, I am certain that we
shall be able to discover the solution to
all the difficult problems that confront us.

Exposition Exhibition

On nous annonce que le Musée de gymnas- We are informed that the Gymnastic and
tique et de sport à Bâle (Suisse) organisera Sport’s Museum at Bâle (Switzerland) orga-
en juin 1953 une exposition internationale nizes in June 1953 an international sports
d’affiches sportives à laquelle la plupart des placards exhibition to which all « olympic »
pays « olympiques » prendront part. countries will be invited to take part.
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