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TW@ JOURNALISTIC VIEWS OF SPORTS HISTORY

Last year the President of the British Society of Sports History, Dr.
Tony Mangan, visited Australia as keynote speaker at The Second National
Symposium on the History and Philosophy of Physical Education and Sport
at the University of Queensland in Brisbane.

Tony Mangan was supported by a British Council grant and additional funds
from various institutions in Brisbane, Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.
While in Melbourne, Dr. Mangan gave the Phillip Law Lecture at the
Phillip Institute of Technology.

In Melbourne Matthew Ricketson, a Jjournalist from the The Age who had
been a delegate at The Making of Sporting Traditions IV Conference at the
M.C.G in 1983, interviewed Tony Mangan. Ricketson’s article which
appeared in The Age on September 11, 1984 1is reproduced below.

Murray Hedgcock's article is printed as it appeared in The Weekend
Australian.

TAKING SPORT SERIOUSLY

By Natthew Ricketson

Scene: An eminent English sports historian, Dr. Tony Mangan, 1is being
interviewed in a small office in the physical education department of the
Phillip Institute of Technology.

The talk is about, among other things, his critically acclaimed book,
"Athleticism in the Victorian and Edwardian public school: the emergence
and consolidation of an educational ideology’ published in 1891.

Without warning, the door flies open and in scurries the head of the
department, Dr. Ray Crawford, wearing only a bath-towel and several dozen
drops of water.

"0h, aahh, sorry. I tell you, these students are getting too good," said
the 53-year old Crawford explaining the claret hue of his cheeks after a
soccer training session with his pupils.

It was an amusingly apt incident considering Mangan was in Melbourne to
deliver a Tecture on the changing relationships between the "jocks" in
phys.ed. and the "serious" academics.

Mangan gave the Phillip Law Tecture at the institute Tast week. Entitled
‘Physical Education: Prejudices, Paradoxes, Priorities, Possibilities’,
the lecture charted the gradual shift 1in the relationship between
physical education and academia from antagonism and ignorance to respect
and cooperation.

The shift is not completed but the study of sports history is becoming
increasingly accepted not only by physical educationalists but by other
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historians, other academics and by the public.

This acceptance is reflected in the growing number of sports histories
published or about to be published and in the favourable response to
sports historians by their colleagues at the recent Australian Historical
Association’s conference at Melbourne University.

Dr. Brian Stoddart, of the department of sports studies at the Canberra
College of Advanced Education, recently co-authored with Ric Sissons a
brief but Tucid book on bodyline entitled, 'Cricket and Empire: The
1932-33 Bodyline Tour of Australia'.

Stoddart was also the historical adviser to the producers of the recent
TV series, 'Bodyliner'.

Early next year he will publish a book, ‘Sport: The Great Australian
Dilemma' which analyses themes such as sport and politics, the media and
women in sport.

Wangan has several books on the boil: Penguin will next year publish the
sequel to his study of athleticism in English public schools 'The Games
ethic and Imperialism: aspects of the diffusion of an ideal'.

His research shows that during the second half of the 19th century games
were seen as the best way to train young boys in character, Tloyalty,
courage and esprit de corps.

Games were also seen as ideal preparation for British soldiers. Mangan's
sequel showed how Britain’s armies took this ethic to many parts of the
Empire.

We is also preparing books on sport in South Africa and the ideal of
manliness in 19th century England.

Richard Cashnan, a historian at the University of New South Wales, will
publish a book next month on Australian cricket crowds and barrackers
entitled, 'Have a go, yer mug!'.

When Cashman spoke at the historians’ conference at Melbourne University,
he described the difficulty of finding the balance between rigorous
scholarship and readable, popular material.

He, Tike most members of the small but growing tribe of Australian sport
historians, 1is self-conscious about appearing abstruse to the public.
Tony Mangan has no such qualms. He believes there are ample popular
books and magazines about sport and that the gap Ties in serious studies
on sport.

As the senior editor of the British Journal of Sports History, Mangan
welcomes contributions from anyone but insists on a high standard of
scholarship.

"A sub-discipline like sports history will only grow when a solid base of
sound, quality literature on the subject is established.”

"For example, the study of English Titerature used to be scorned in
universities in favour of the classics but is now established Targely
because of the many excellent studies on Titerature."
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