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A REPORT OF THE 1987 NASSH AND HI SPA CONFERENCES
Brian Stoddart

In the ridiculously short space of fourteen days over late My and
early June, | was able to attend both NASSH and H SPA conferences and
it was a worthwhile experience.

NASSH was staged very ably by Harry Jebsen at Capital University, a
smal | Lutheran school in Colunmbus, Chio, the state capital which is
also home to Chio State. It was anong the nost stinulating gatherings
| have been to in recent years, both professionally and socially. Al
sessions were very well attended, all social functions produced great
di scussions, and the range of colleagues both old and new produced
plenty of new ideas.

O course, each individual will have different highlights so far as
papers go, but these were mine: Ron Smith's on the 1951 WIliam and
Mary scandal; Mchael Poliakoff's on the will to win in ancient and
modern tines; Bob Barnett's hilarious presentation on witing sports
history for the popular market; and Rob Ruck's magnificent paper on
Cari bbean basebal | .

For me, the only disappointing aspect of what was too quick a visit
was that the conference was schedul ed one week ahead of the Menorial
gol f tournanment at Jack Nicklaus' Mirfield Village a few mles from
Col unbus. Could not a sports history conference be better attuned to
a mgjor sports event? (At the prices they charge in Chio golf
circles, maybe not!)

But as the attached |ist of papers show, it was a great professional e
experience and next year's at Arizona State (21-3 My, 1988) should be
as good.

Then via New York to Rome, trains and buses to Gubbio, next stop
HI SPA.  Spread over a week with a nultitude of papers, this was not so
stimulating in the professional foruns, but there was plenty of tine
to meet people informally, but it was still sad to see nany of the
sessions very poorly attended.

The organisers and town officials did magnificently in arranging
banquets, receptions and attendance at the annual crossbhow festival
which is a spectacular occasion. Gubbio is one of the finest of
Eur opean nedi eval towns - the main conference venue was the town hall
which is nore like an opera theatre and there is sonething special
about listening to a paper while seated in a private box high above
the speaker.

The next H SPA conference will be in Zagreb, Yugoslavia during 1989
[Editor's note: My sources now say it is Ancient O ynpia.]

Perhaps the lesson for me is that in the Australian context the
perfect conference is: run over no nore than three days; carefully
controlled for quality input; has a centralised acconmodation; has
access to mmjor sports events; provides good opportunity for informal
discussion, and sends people away wanting nore. NASSH did that,
almost, and Sporting Traditions does very well in nost regards.

For that reason, we in Australia need to make big efforts to publicise
ourselves at these big events, because we have a great deal to offer.
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Editor's Note: The program of the H SPA Conference was outlined in
the previous Bulletin (pp.22-26). Although the titles of the
abstracts which appear in the published proceedings of NASSH are
included when it is received, Brian Stoddart has forwarded a copy of
the program so speakers and titles of papers can be included in this
edition.

1987 Convention Program

SPORT I N THE ANCI ENT WORLD |
Anthony J. Papalas. Xenophon and Greek Athletics

Synthia S. Slow kowsky. Al exander the Geat and Sport History. A
Rei nterpretation.

Ren Hai. Soccer in Ancient China

Carnel o Bazzano. Roman d adiators, Victins or Athletes?

| NTERCOLLEG ATE ATHLETI CS

Wlliams Sinons. Brandeis: Intercollegiate Athletics at a Jewi sh
Sponsored  University

Ronald A Smith. The 1951 Athletic Scandal at WIliam and Mary

A Figone. The 1961 Ganbling Scandals: The Failure of the Four- Year
Institutions and Legal Systemin Preventing Social Corruption in
Col l ege Athletics

SPORT HERCES | N CULTURAL PERSPECTI VE

Earle F. Zeigler. The Sport Hero(ine): Lessons from Hi story and
Soci ol ogy

John Douglas Bloom Joe Namath and Super Bow [1l: An Interpretation
of Style

Stew Estes. Rocky IclV: A Heroic Odyssey of Muscul ar Thespiani sm

CONG RLS AND | NDI ANS
John Dewar. Canadian Indian Cowboys

Mary Lou LeConpte. Rodeo Cowgirls: The First Succfessful \Wmen
Prof essional Athletes

Betty Spears. Commentary and Reaction

SPORTS MEDI CI NE
Jack Berryman. Exercise, Medicine and the Six Things Non-Natural

Nancy Dosch. Exercise in American Honeopathic Medicine, 1840-1870

John D. Fair. QOynpic Wightlifting and the Introduction of Steroids:
A Statistical Analysis of Wrld Chanpionship Results, 1948-1972.

JOHN R BETTS ADDRESS AND LUNCHEON
Steven A Riess. Sport and Urban Space, 1870-1950

SPORT | N WESTERN CANADA
Professor M Mtt. Curlers' Mcca. Wnnipeg at the Beginning of the
Twentieth Century
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Patrick H Lanb. The Northwest Munted Police Force and the
Devel opnent of Rugby Football in Wstern Canada, 1873-1908

Dwight H Zakus. A History of the Vancouver Meral oma C ub: 1923-1973.

SPORT Bl OGRAPHY
J. Edmund \eélch. Paul Malone Gist-Mlder of Men Through Sport

Betty Spears. Sunday Bullies

Joanna Davenport. Maureen Connolly - A Tale Half Told

CHALLENGES TO THE PRESENTATION OF SPORT H STORY

Linda Borish. American Sport History, Anthropology and the Culture
Concept: An Interdisciplinary Perspective

Sharon Kay Stoll. How to Teach History Philosophically

Vicky Paraschak, The Native Presence in Sport History: Frozen in
Ti me?

OPEN PAPERS |
Janmes D. Banks. Black Baseball Wves: The Ladies in the Dugout.

Brian Pronger. Gay Jocks: A Social Hstory of Gay Men in Athletics

Howard F. Stidwell. Postage Stanps: A Teaching Device for the Sport
H storian.

Terry Todd and Jan Todd. George Hackenschnmidt: The Russian Lion
REEL H STORY: THE MAKING OF SPORT HI STORY FILMS

E. John B. Allen. Legends of Anerican Skiing, 1849c1940
Wlliam Baker. The Jesse Omens Story

OPEN PAPERS ||
Leverett T. Smith. Baseball and Poetry

Al exander Young, Jr. Maritime Athletics and Upper Canadian Chauvinism
THE ART OF THE MANLY ART: A CRITIQUE

Critique: Jeffery Sammons

Response:  Elliott Gorn

ALTERNATI VE VI EWS OF LEI SURE; AN HI STORI CAL EXPLANATI ON
Nancy Struna. Leisure in Colonial Anerica

Alan Metcalfe. Leisure in the Mning Districts of Northeastern
England in the 19th Century

Stephen Hardy. Critique and Discussion

THE MODERN OLYMPI CS
Donna L. Pastore and Donald G Ross. From Amateurism to Non-
Prof essionalismin the Aynpic Games
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Anbrose Alexandrakis. Historical and Dialectical Mterialismand the
Derocratization of the Oynpic Mvenent

SPORT IN THE ANCI ENT WORLD 11
M chael Poliakoff. The WIl to Wn - Ancient and Mdern

David Matz. Milti-Sport Athletics in the Ancient Ganes

Russel | L. Sturzebecker. Photo-Atlas of Athletic, Cultural,
Archaeol ogical Sites in the Geco-Roman Wrld

SPORT | N NI NETEENTH CENTURY AMERI CA
Peter Berg. Ams Aonzo Stagg. Prompter of College Football

Ralph C. WIlcox. The Geening of Anerican Sport: Sport and the
Ni net eenty-Century Irish |nmgrant

Kevin \almsley. Galveston, Texas Turners in Antebellumand Civil War
Anerica

Jan Todd and Terry Todd. A Legacy of Strength: The Cul tural
Phenomenon of the Professional Strongwonen

OPEN PAPERS |11
Chri stopher Egbunike. Organization and Administration of University
Sports in Africa and Nigeria.

Ella Shannon and Allan Hall. A History of Ashland Col | ege Wnen's
Athletics

L. David Hans. Jess Wllard: The Kansas Years

Don Romminger. Negro Sport During Wrld Var 11

BRI TI SH SPORT AT HOVE AND ABRQOAD

T.J.L.Chandl er. Keeping 'Contexting' in Context: The Role of Boys in
the Devel opment of Organized Ganmes in the Nineteenth Century English
Public School .

Mary McElroy, Kent Cartwight. Aborted Attenpts at Organized Sport in
Jacobean Engl and: The Case of the English Popul ar Theatre.

Scott A GM Cawford. A Study in Cultural Diffusion. British Rugby
in Victorian New Zeal and.

Brian Stoddart. Caribbean Cricket Culture: The Historical
Li teratureReconsi dered.

THE SCUTHERN SPORTSWOMAN, PHASE TWO

Paula Welch. The First Decade of Wnen's Golf in St. Augustine,

Fl ori da, 1895-1905.

Angel a Lunpkin. Arkansas Leads in Professional Wnen's Basketball.

Mriam Sheldon. Textile Leagues and Early Conpetition for Wmen in
South Carolina.

Peggy Stanaland. Some Unacclai med Chanpions of Kentucky Sportswonen
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Joanna Davenport. An Historical Overview of the Gowh of Wnen's
Athletics at Four Year Institutions in A abama and Georgia

BASEBALL THRU THE YEARS, ALWAYS AN EDUCATI ON

Nancy Bouchi er and Robert Knight. Before Doubl eday and Cartwight:
The Remini scences of Adam E. Ford and a Canadian Claimfor Baseball's
Earliest Docunentation.

Phillip A. Gant, Jr. Manager Billy Southworth of the St. Louis
Cardinal's, 1942-1944.

Janes E. Qdenkirk. Bill Veeck, the Press and the Gory Days in
C evel and

Rob Briley. Baseball as a Synbol of Anerican Values in the 1960's
David Q Voight. Illustrating Baseball . . . Hstory

SPORT AND THE MEDI A

Richard A Preiss. Boston Newspaper Coverage of Jackie Robinson's
First Season.

Joan Chandler. Mnday N ght Football: A Cultural Paradigm

C. Robert Barnett. Witing Sport History for the Popul ar Market
THE BUSINESS OF SPORT

Stephen Hardy. The Sporting Goods Industry and the Rise of Sport,
1800- 1900

Nancy Breen. A History of Athletic Apparel

Brenda Pitts and Lawence Fielding. From Schlager to Louisville
Slugger: Notes on the Early History of Sport Marketing

Harold L. Ray. What a Turtle Can Do in a Century or Two for Sport
GRADUATE ESSAY W NNER

Janes Coates. The Radical Segregation of the Baltimore Public Parks
System  1890-1917.

THE VESTERN SPORTI NG WOVAN

Lynne Emery. Athletic Cub Qynpians: Southern California Wmen in
Track and Field

D. Margaret Toohey-Costa. It Vs No Slam Dunk, But It Was Loads of
Fun: Woren's Basketball in Southern California, 1900c1910

BASEBALL | N LATIN AMERI CA
Rob Ruck. The Caribbean and the Mjor Leagues

Bill Beezley. US. Baseball and the First Pan Anerican Games

BLACKS I N SPORT
Linda D. Wlliams. The Coverage of Wonen in Sports in the Negro Press

David K. Wggins. The Quest for Identity: The Defiance of

Doubl e- onsci ousness and the Black Athlete in American Sport,
1865- 1968.

Jan Beran. Dianonds in lowa - Blacks, Baseball and Buxton
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SPORT | N CANADA

H Charles Bellem Elite Mcnac Indian Athletes: Mritime Provinces
of Canada, 1900-1930

Stephen Wenn. A Call to Arms: The Conflict and Resulting Autonony of
the Canadi an O ynpic Association

Tony Joyce. Crazy Sport: The London Asylum Cricket O ub, 1877c1902

dynn Leyshon and Don Mrrow. George Goul ding: A Case Study in
Sporting Excel |l ence

SEWARD STALEY ADDRESS AND BANQUET
Melvin L. Adelman. Al Endings Are New Begi nnings: Mbdernization and
Continuity in Sport History.
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