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SIR WALTER ON THE PUTT

Hereunder is set forth the teaching and philosophy of Sir Walter Simpson on the
all-important matter of putting. As before, it will be well to remember that he wrote for

a previous generation, and that clubs, methods and theories have changed somewhat;

but

in the main his advice and warnings are as good to-day as when first submitted and his

huntor is unfailing.

To THE BEGINNER putting seems the
least interesting part of the game. It
feels mean to go dribbling and creep-
ing up to a little hole, whilst a tee-
ing-ground, from which you may
drive a ball unknown distances into
space, is ready close by. The rabbits
in the bents mock at it, rushing into
holes of about the same size at head-
long speed, and with perfect ease.
Like other things, essentially foolish
in themselves, such as preaching
pleading, feeling pulses, etc., putting
becomes attractive in proportion to the
skill acquired in it. The young player
will tell you that he cannot putt a bit,
as complacently as mankind in general
compliment themselves on having bad
memories. Not so the experienced
golfer. His putting is a feather with
which to tickle his lug.

That putters, like poets, are born
not made, is a common fallacy which
prevents many from becoming masters
of the art. It is also a general opinion
that to putt you only require to putt,
and that there is nothing easier than
to do so with the middle of the club.

If you heel, toe, top, or draw a putt,
you are accused of gross, wilful care-
lessness. The miserable man whose
driving has gone wrong sets to work
to amend his style. The putter at fault
blames himself for not using his eyes
more carefully, or else he gives up for
the day, on the ground that his liver
is out of order. There is here a fal-
lacy. I do not say that one ought not
to consider a semi-miss with a putter
wicked, but it is not worse than the
same crime with a play-club—nay
more than failing to thread a needle
is clumsier than missing a nail with a
hammer. Nay, in my opinion, it is
not so bad. Of the two, to hit clean
with a driver is the easier operation.
With the latter the main thing is to
lay on. There are fifty styles in which
this can be done, whilst, with the
former, there are at most two or three.

Besides, for putting, a well-balanced
club is absolutely essential. I am in-
clined to go further, and add that it
must be made of wood. It is true
that some hole out wonderfully with
cleeks, others even with irons. But,
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by the shade of many a lost match,
they are bad when they go off! Many
men always putt with wood; few
never. The user of iron admits the
inferiority of his weapon by carrying
a putter to fall back upon when his
fancy club fails him. I have just said
there are, at most, two or three atti-
tudes in which good putting is possible.
I am inclined to be more dogmatic,
and to assert that there is but one. The
player must stand open, half facing
the hole, the weight on the right leg,
the right arm close to the side, the
ball nearly opposite the right foot. To
putt standing square, the arms reached
out, is as difficult as to write without
laying a finger on the desk.

The idea that a putt is merely a
shorter approach shot is one which
must be got rid of. Approaches are
played with a swing, longer or shorter,
according to distance. A putter is not
swung, but passed over the ground.
It is a common thing for a professional
caddy, under special circumstances, to
put an iron into your hand near the
hole, and to say, "Play as if you were
playing with a putter.” Those who
apprehend the shot know that they are
to give the ball a sort of push. Many
players, however, putt with a swing.
It is necessarily a very short one, and
they are popularly described as "nipp-
ing their putts." From start to finish
of a properly played putt there must
be no free play of muscle. The putter
must be guided all the time it is in
motion, as much as the artist's pencil
in drawing a straight line. In time,
and by practice, driving may become
partly mechanical, and ball's be clean
hit almost unconsciously. You may
become a driving but not a putting
machine. Matter can be fashioned in-
to a clock, but not into a portrait paint-
er. It is because holing-out is a hu-
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man act that none ever become infal-
lible for even the shortest distances.

Within narrow limits there is a
choice of styles of good putting. It
may be done entirely from the wrist,
from the shoulder, or by a combined
use of all the arm-joints. It matters
little which of these manners be
adopted, so long as it is adhered to
and persevered with in prosperity and
adversity. But, however old a player
you are, however good in other re-
spects, if you are putting with a jerk
or swing, a fresh start would be worth
while. A great secret of steady putt-
ing is to make a point of always
"sclaffing" along the ground. The
best putters do this, although it is
not evident to an onlooker, the noise
of the scrape being inaudible. To be
sure of the exact spot on the putter
face which is invariably to come in
contact with the ball, is, of course,
essential to the acquirement of accu-
racy. If you play to hit clean, your
putter must pass above the ground at
varying heights, as it is impossible to
note how much air there is between it
and the turf. In the other way you
feel your road. But the greatest gain
from treating putting as a sclaffing
process is the less delicate manipu-
lation required when short putts are in
question. At a foot and a half from
the hole the clean putter often fails,
from incapacity to graduate inches of
weakness, whilst the sclaffer succeeds
because he is dealing with coarser
weight sensitiveness.

Although every golfer theoretically
accepts it as politic to play for the
back of the hole, yet few putt as if
they thought it was. The majority
treat the hole as a place more difficult
to get into than it really is. They
seem practically to believe that a putt
one ounce too strong, or one hair's-
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breadth off the line, must be out. Con-
sequently many short putts are played
so timidly that they are six inches off
the line, or within six inches of the
goal. Now the fact is, that (from
short distances) the hole is pretty big,
and from all distances it is capable of
catching a ball going at a fair pace.
1 admit that more putts of over two
yards must be missed than are held,
because a putting-green is not a bil-
liard-table ; but many more would go
in than do if players credited holes
with a little of that catching power
which they really possess. Some one
says that I mean nothing more than
that a putt should be played "for a
foot past", as the caddies advise. I
do mean more. I object to that phrase.
It should stand, "Play to be in and
at the proper pace—namely, so hard
that, if straight, you are in; if not
straight, that you will be, not one, but
two feet past." With this faith in
the hole, putts of a yard or under are
very easy. Any pace between what
will take the ball the exact distance, or
two feet past, will do. Practically, in
other words, the player does not re-
quire to think of the pace, and can
give all his attention to direction. The
putter who plays thus boldly has much
to endure in the way of persecution
and ridicule. If, from a distance, he
strike the hole and fall in, it is called
a fluke. His short putts are laughed
at as gobbles. He is assured that had
they missed they would have been out
of holing.

There are two answers; first, they
do not miss the hole; second, if they
did, they would only be out of holing
for the dribbler who sneers at them.
It is the inveterate practice of drop-
ping putts over the edge of the hole
which makes it necessary to discuss
and study the fine so carefully, and
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causes the power of calculating the
effect of the minutest undulation or
obstruction to be highly necessary. A
man whose habit it is to play for the
back of the hole at all times will sel-
dom have any difficulty about his line.
He will not require to crouch down
and take note of obstructions which are
scarcely visible. Anything that will
turn his ball aside, and compel him
to play with bias, will be visible to the
naked eye. There will be no need to
settle whether he is to take his caddy's
line or his own—whether he must start
an inch to the right, playing weak, or
two inches to the left, playing weaker,
or off the heel, or off the toe. Of
course, it is very pretty to see a ball
meandering into a hole; but, in most
cases, it is quite an unnecessary treat,
given gratis to the onlookers. Con-
sulting with caddies has much to do
with each putt being treated as if it
were a thing by itself. If their ad-
vice as to the line and strength be fol-
lowed, and the putt comes off. it is
supposed (and they like it to be sup-
posed) that there was no other way
of doing it. Naturally, too, they do
not advise the easiest way. A round-
about road is more interesting to them,
and adds, moreover, to their import-
ance. The simpleminded caddy, who
always sticks down a pointer in the
direct line between the ball and the
hole, is credited with doing so from
lack of understanding of lines alto-
gether. But his advice is nearly al-
ways the soundest.

Many players acquire faith enough
to play for the back of the hole by us-
ing a cleek or an iron for the short
putts, and they then maintain that
these clubs have the quality of keep-
ing the ball true to its line. The putt-
er will do the same thing if used with
equal confidence, and that without the
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risks of either lofting or of those due
to using an awkward, ill-balanced club,
which an iron or cleek with its face
turned in undoubtedly is. If there are
few who play for the back of the hole
in ordinary circumstances, there are
fewer still who do so when the only
line is curved. If there is a mound-
let which will cause the ball to diverge
to the left, few go to the right just
enough to make up for this. They
set themselves to dribble the putt very
far to the right, giving the unevenness
of the ground as much say in the mat-
ter as they can. Anybody will play
boldly along the top of a ridge when
the hole is at the end of it, but most
men prefer, to the detriment of their
putting when it is on the side of one,
to climb high up and drop down, to
running quickly along the lower slopes.

In putting there is much to think
about, and much more not to be
thought of. With long putts, the
great stumbling-block is the strength.
Before taking his stance the player
knows his distance from the hole and
the nature of the ground. One glance
more after he has done so is sufficient
to assure him that he is aiming in the
right direction. = Looking back and
forward between the ball and the hole
will tell no more about the distance,
but will only distract him from apply-
ing the force proportionate to it. For
short putts which ought to be holed,
the same holds good, except that start-
ing the ball in the exact line is, or
ought to be, now more a difficulty
than the strength. Some fix upon a
spot to play over before addressing
the ball, others after; the most diffi-
dent get their caddy to point it out
when they are about to play. But
however it is come at, there should
be no hesitation. There is the line
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now for strength and accuracy. To
take another look at the hole, to think,

"Perhaps 1 am not aiming quite

straight," will certainly prove fatal.
You will give an involuntary pull or
push, or dribble hesitatingly up to the
lip. But with faith in your line, your
stroke delivered, you will look up and
likely see the ball disappear down the
middle—Ilike a rabbit, perhaps, on ac-
count of the determined energy of
your faith—perhaps by the side (a
hole is very large if played at boldly),
on account of some bias in the ground
not noticed, and best unnoticed, but
down all the same.

When a putter is waiting his turn
to hole-out a putt of one or two feet
in length, on which the match hangs
at the last hole, it is of vital import-
ance that he think of nothing. At this
supreme moment he ought studiously
to fill his mind with vacancy. He
must not even allow himself the con-
solations of religion. He must not
prepare himself to accept the gloomy
face of his partner and the derisive
delight of his adversaries with Christ-
ian resignation should he miss. He
must not think that it is a putt he
would not dream of missing at the be-
ginning of the match, or, worse still,
that he missed one like it in the
middle. He ought to wait calm and
stupid till it is his turn to play, wave
back the inevitable boy who is sure
to be standing behind his arm, and
putt as I have told him how—neither
with undue haste nor with exagger-
ated care. When the ball is down, and
the putter handed to the caddy, it is
not well to say, "I couldn't have miss-
ed it." Silence is best. The pallid
cheek and trembling lip belie such
braggadocio.
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