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The New Cork Center Ball

“It isn’t the cork centre that makes the ball lively and causes so much
hitting,” said a veteran student of baseball yesterday. “It’s the fact that the
pitchers find the ball too hard to curve with their former skill. You see,
the cork centre is so large that twine has to be wound more tightly than
formerly and when the cover is sewed on the ball is like the one used in
cricket. It is like wood and the pitchers in gripping it between the thumb
and fingers find that the surface does not give. You can make a soft ball
curve almost at will. Anybody who knows will admit that. But the hard
ball, such as the big leagues are using now, is far different. The pitchers
can’'t get the old breaks and shoots, and as the ball necessarily cuts the plate
straight and fast the good batsmen kill it. You'll find that all the best pitch-
ers are having trouble this year and most of them will tell you that the old
curves are impossible. The ball used two years ago was just soft enough
near the surface to permit a tight grip, and that meant plenty of effectiveness.”
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