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Some Acute Angles of Baseball
Legislation

YRUS SPINNEY, the tall, raw-
‘ boned and somewhat rustic out-

fielder of the Manhattan team in
the big league, was released to a nearby
minor league team about the 15th of
May, the date on which the clubs are re-
quired by the National Agreement to re-
duce to 25 men. He looked so good that
Manhattan decided to keep "a string" on
him, so it sent him over the river for the
rest of the minor league season, under
an optional agreement, which meant that
it could recall him on August 15th, to
take effect at the close of the minor
league season. Cy was somewhat crest-
fallen, for out in S, the little prairie town
where he had played they thought he was
the best ever; but he went to the minor
league manager and told him he had
come to join his team. The manager
passed the time of day and handed him
a contract to sign. Cy, however, didn't
quite understand this and told the mana-
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ger that he had signed a contract with
Manhattan and was just over there under
an - optional agreement. "That don't
make any difference," interrupted the
manager, "if you play here you got to
sign this contract."”

It didn't look right to Cy, but he took
the contract and started to subscribe his
name. Just then, however, his eye hap-
pened to light upon the salary clause, and
he nearly went through the ceiling. His
Manhattan contract called for $1800 for
the season or $300 per month and this
one called for only $200 a month, and the
season was three weeks shorter.

Cy pointed at the figure, laughed and
said: "Guess you tried to slip that over
on me."

"Why no, that's your salary."

"It is, like fun," replied Cy. "I'm pull-
ing $300 a month, mister, guess you
don't know how good I am."

"It makes no difference how good you
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are, Mr. Spinney, $200 a month is all
you get from me," and the manager bit
off the sentence as though the interview
was at an end.

Cy 'lowed as how he wasn't no "bush-
er" and with some more remarks the
vehemence of which was atoned for by
their appropriateness, he shook the Jer-
sey clay from his somewhat ample feet.

An hour later the Manhattan manager
was sitting in his office when Cy burst
through the door and exclaimed: "What
do you think that guy over there tried to
hand me? Wanted me to play for $200
a month, and me with a S300 contract,
too—wouldn't that keep you waiting?"

The manager's eyes took on a steely
glint and his voice became harsh and

crackly as he said: "Well, did you
sign?"

"Sign," fairly shouted Cy, "I should
say not! At $200 a month?" and Cy

gave a contemptuous waive of the hand.
"No sir, I'm going to stay right here
until they come up with the money."

"But," said the manager, "we've sold
you and we have no further use for you,
you must make terms with those fellows."

"That's all right, Mr. Manager, but
I've just finished telling you that they
won't give me the money and I know
teams that will give it to me. You give
me my release and I'll get a job and
make you look sick for ever letting me
out. You don't think I'm simp enough
to let them people put that over on me?
Me go over there and play for $200,
when you signed me for $300? Well,
there ain't nothing doing."

The manager by this time was clearly
out of patience and said causticly, "Mr.
Spinney, you may go out and observe the
tallness of our modern sky-scrapers for
the balance of the season if you wish, but
if you desire to perform on the diamond,
you will do so with the team we sold you
to, and at its figure." With this parting
shot he walked into an inner office and
slammed the door.

Cy gave a long, low whistle; he began
to see the trail of the "steam-roller;" he
felt the hard, crushing metal, as many
another player had felt it before. He
reached for his slouch and pulled it down
on his head until his ears stuck out like
a couple of sun-flowers; then he got up
and walked wonderingly out of the office.
He emerged from the building with his

hands deep in his pockets; in profound
meditation he crossed the street nearly
upsetting an automobile on the way;
when he reached the other side, he stop-
ped on the curb, turned squarely around,
gazed up at the building for fully a
minute and then muttered to himself:
"Gee! them fellers is hungry."

In a few days Cy found himself back
in the minors "hitting 'em on the nose"
with great regularity, a rather saddened,
but a very much wiser young man.

On the 15th of August the big league
team elected to exercise its option on
Spinney, so about the middle of Septem-
ber when the minor league season was
over Cy went back across the river to see
the Manhattan manager. The manager
greeted him heartily and said: "I see
you've been doing great work, Cy."

"Well, I did pretty fair over there and
I'm itching to show some people at your
ball yard how to play the game."

"Sorry, Cy," interrupted the manager,
"but we can't use you this fall as we have
some young fellows we want to try out;
you see we've been watching you, and we
know you are there, with the goods. We
will let you know where to report next
spring."

"But you recalled me, didn't you?"
gasped Cy, "and I'm undercontract with
you, and the season isn't over?" To all
of which the manager reluctantly as-
sented.

"But yon see, Cy, we know that you
can—"

"Never mind that soft stuff—that
don't get me my money. Look here, Mis-
ter, I was to get $1,800 this season and
I've got only about $1185. I had ought
to take back $1400 to get them other ten
acres with, and all I've got is $800. Why,
man, you can't take my money like that,
you've got to pay me for the rest of the
season. I've got a contract and I'm
ready to go to work."

"We've got to pay you, eh? Why, we
don't have to do anything. Look here,
Cy," and the manager turned to his desk
and picked up a copy of the "Rules and
Regulations of the National Commis-
sion." "Read rule sixteen."

Cy read and as he did so, he involun-
tarily slapped his hand on his wallet: "A
player recalled under an option shall not
be entitled to salary beyond the season of
the releasing club from the club reclaim-
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ing him, unless he reports to it and enters
its service by its direction." Cy finished
and sank in a chair looking as though
he'd circled the bases the first day out.

"Do you see, Cy?" chuckled the mana-
ger, "those words ’'by its direction’ are a
little joker, slipped in there to get a nib-
ble from boobs like you from the coun-
try."

"Yes," said Cy in a subdued voice, "I
guess you fellows are the guys what put
the con in contract, and the 'Sporting
Life' said as how this baseball stuff was

v

News

A large number of the members of the
Fraternity are now wearing a pin as an
insignia of the organization. It is of
gold with enamel face representing two
bats crossed and at their juncture a ball
of unique workmanship. The whole
makes a very neat and attractive piece of
jewellery.

Negotiations are now under way
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so fair to the player that the men who
wrote it must have been inspired! Well,
so long, pal, I guess I'll beat it back
west before you have another one of
them inspirations, or you might get my
shirt."

Cy got up in a dazed kind of way,
collected his belongings and apparently
oblivious to the presence of anyone else
groped his way toward the door. As he
passed out into the hall, the manager
heard him mutter to himself, "Gee! them
moguls must be starving to death."”

I[tems

through Dennis F. O'Brien, Esq., general
counsel, and Mr. Will J. Cook, business
manager of the "White Rats Actors Un-
ion of America" with a view to forming
an amalgamation for mutual support be-
tween the Fraternity and the "White
Rats." The details have not yet been
worked out, but it is probable that within
a few weeks the matter will be placed
before the Board of Directors for its
consideration.
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