HE ZHENLIANG AND CHINA’S OLYMPIC DREAM

foreign youth movements and international affairs. In this vast sea of knowledge,
he learned about many new events, such as the reactionary activities of Nicolos
Horthy in Hungary; or chasing the Nazi puppet, Quisling, in Norway after
the Second World War, etc.

At the beginning of May in 1950, the Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Soviet Communist Youth League (Komsomol), Mihailov, led a visit by
a huge delegation together with a large song and dance troupe. It was the first
Soviet youth delegation to visit China and they came in order to express warm
support for China’s revolutionary victory and reconstruction. Zhenliang, who
didn’t understand Russian, only performed back-up service work, including
running errands for the translators. However, he worked very energetically,
and didn’t feel insulted that he was a university student doing odd jobs, be-
cause in those years everyone was happy if he was working for the revolution,

and no one kept accounts. As Lenin taught, revolutions start from small deeds.

For nearly three months from September to November, the Youth League
hosted a World Youth Delegation made up of the leaders of youth organiza-
tions from more than ten countries. The political weight of this large-scale
~ delegation was very great. They visited many Chinese cities and everywhere
they went they divided up and went to various local work units, or gave pre-
sentations before mass assemblies attended by tens of thousands of people in
that city, which communicated the support and friendly affection of the people
and youth of each nation for the new China. Perhaps because Zhenliang worked
and studied very diligently, this time he was assigned as the interpreter for the
delegation head, Enrico Boccara, an Italian who was secretary-general for the
World Federation of Democratic Youth. Zhenliang was then only 21 years
old, and when he spoke sometimes he unconsciously smuggled in a bit of a
southern accent, which resulted in his nearly making a fool of himself. Once
he was the interpreter for the delegation head at a mass welcoming rally of ten
thousand participants. In his speech the delegation head said “the youth of the
whole world supports your struggle.” Zhehliang’s Mandarin Chinese pronun-
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Chapter 2 A NEW WORLD

ciation was not standard and he pronounced the “support” like “instruct.”
The people from north China were puzzled as to why these foreign friends
would want to “instruct” us, and later discovered it was a misunderstanding.
The World Youth Delegation first went to Manzhouli and then from the north-
east journeyed south, first taking part in a mass welcoming rally in Qigihar.
Sometimes at the gatherings Zhenliang had to act as interpreter for several
foreign delegates at the same time — not only that, the mother tongue used to
by some of these delegates wasn’t the French that Zhenliang understood, but
was Italian, Spanish, or some other less frequently-used language. He could
only arrange ahead of time with the delegates that they would both make a
mark on the text of the speech where there was a pause, and then each would

say his own thing and stop, but they managed to get through it.

It was then a year since the fo@nding of the new nation, but there were
some places where you could see signs that national liberation was not very
old. For example, when the delegation was in Hebei they toured the scorched
peasant households where tunnel warfare had been conducted, and in order to
guarantee their safety there was a machine gun mounted on the car that led
their convoy. Standing inside the low, narrow tunnel, Zhenliang translated
the legendary story of the guerillas of the north China flatlands, getting a feel-
ing for their hard-fought, life-and-death struggles. When they arrived in
Guangzhou, the Pearl River Bridge — blown up by Kuomintang troops as
they were fleeing the mainland — had not yet been repaired. The then mayor
of Guangzhou, Ye Jianying,® presided over a mass rally at the Yuexiu sports
stadium. On this trip from north to south, Zhenliang, who had never been far
from home, saw the great territorial expanse of the motherland, the patriotism
and enthusiastic internationalism of the masses, and received a profound and

humbling education in the process.

When the World Youth Delegation was sent off from Manzhouli in
November, there were already snow and ice there. Zhenliang and his colleagues

on the trip had not yet picked up their cotton-padded uniforms, but sheepskin
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overcoats were provided for them by the Youth League against bitter cold.
These southern youths knew for the first time that frost could form on their
eyebrows. They also tasted for the first time the flavor of northeastern frozen
pears,” but unfortunately they didn’t know how to eat them and soaked them
in hot instead of cold water with the result that pears tasted like sodden balls of
mush. On the trip back to Beijing they heard the radio broadcast in the train
car the news of the anti-U.S. war to aid Korea. All along the railway line were
train after train carrying soldiers and military supplies heading north, their
party was finally only able to return to Beijing via another branch line from
Shanhaiguan. After he got back to Beijing, Zhenliang actively applied to join
the anti-U.S. cause to aid Korea, but unfortunately bécause his work was needed,

his superiors didn’t approve his application.

In summer 1951, the Youth League Central Committee sent a youth del-
egation to take part in the Third World Youth and Student Festival in Berlin,
Germany. This was the largest delegation sent out since the founding of the
People’s Republic, and it included a song and dance troupe and a sports team.
The delegation head was the first secretary of the Youth League Central
Committee, Feng Wenbin, and the delegation members included model
workers, war heroes, and many other outstanding national youth. This was
Zhenliang’s first time abroad. They took train from Beijing, crossed the Soviet
Union and Poland before reaching Berlin, the trip taking over ten days. The '
whole special train was a little world unto itself, and relationships within the
delegation were friendly and open. Everyone laughed nonstop all day long,
and never stopped talking; the train cars were full of the joy and excitement of
youth. In those years the Soviet people were extremely warm and friendly
toward China. As the train crossed through Siberia, no matter whether it was
broad day or dark night, every time they passed a train station along the way,
there were crowds waiting there to warmly welcome them even if the train
only stopped for a few minutes. They shoved postcards, photographs, or wild
flowers that they had picked into the hands of the delegation members, or they

sang and danced, or they hugged whomever they saw, showing their true feel-
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ings from inside their hearts, expressing the profound brotherly affection be-
tween the Chinese and Soviet people. '

Berlin was partitioned into four sections with control shared by the four
major Allied powers: the Soviet Union, the United States, Great Britain, and
France. The Chinese youth delegation stayed in the Soviet-occupied area. All
around Berlin you could see the serious damages from the war: on almost ev-
ery street you could still see rubble and partially collapsed walls, the revealing,
brutal wreckage of war. However, there were also numerous reconstruction
teams of the Free German Youth wearing sky-blue shirts. They were singing
songs, rebuilding the fatherland with youthful spirit from the disaster tragi-
cally brought on by the Nazis. Their zeal for reconstruction infected the
delegation, and Zhenliang and some other interpreters learned to hum their

songs of reconstruction in German.

The festival was first organized at the end of World War II by the World
Federation of Democratic Youth and took place every other year. In 1947 and
1949 China had sent a small delegation from the liberated area to take part in
the festivals held in Prague, Czechoslovakia, and Budapest, Hungary. The com-
plete title of the third festival in 1951 was the World Youth Festival of Peace
and Friendship. Peace and friendship truly became the most forceful sound;
everyone learned how to say “peace and friendship” in different languages, it
was a useful common language. If some members of the delegations didn’t
even know these words it didn’t matter; if you knew how to smile and wave
your hand then you could make friends, using your hands to make gestures of
friendship. Everywhere the China youth delegation went, they received a warm

welcome.

When the festival was over, the delegates boarded the train for the long
journey back home. When they passed through Moscow the Komsomol gave
the Chinese youth delegation a warm reception. The delegation stayed at the
Hotel Moscow near the Kremlin, and in the evenings Zhenliang loved to stand
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by the window listening to the sound of the bells coming from the Kremlin
and looking at the red stars shining on the spires of the Kremlin in the night
sky, thinking back to the stories of the October Revolution that he knew from
books and movies. The delegation enjoyed the world famous Soviet ballet and
opera in Moscow. That was the first time that Zhenliang had seen these perfor-
mances and frankly he didn’t know how to appreciate them. He asked the
famous expert in choreography in the delegation, Wu Xiaobang, what kind of
dancing would be considered good ballet? Wu Xiaobang could only simply tell
this uninitiated young man, “If you see a performer do many continuous turns
or a difficult movement and finish the movement with a smile, that means the

dancing was good.” This was Zhenliang’s first enlightening lesson in ballet.

In the last part of July 1952, Zhenliang took part in the Fifteenth Olym-
pic Games in Helsinki on assignment with the Chinese sports delegation. This
was the beginning of what would be his lifetime of involvement in sports. He
only received the notification that he should prepare to go abroad just ahead of
time, and had no idea of what battles had already been fought in order to
participate in this Olympic Games, nor of the intensity of this struggle, nor
did he even know what “Olympic” was. From the mobilization report he lis-
tened to just before setting out, he knew that because of the obstruction com-
ing from some members in the International Olympic Committee hostile to
New China refused to invite athletics of China to take part in the Olympic
games. China received an invitation to participate in the Games only after a
harsh struggle, with competition already under way. Thus, according to the
instructions of the Central authorities that “we should go” and that “raising
the five-star flag of New China over the Olympic Games is itself a victory,”
the delegation hurriedly rushed to start traveling by day and night. At that
time the Youth League also oversaw sports work, so the delegation head was
the secretary of the Youth League, Rong Gaotang, and the vice heads were the
Sports Department head, Huang Zhong, and the International Liaison Depart-

ment head, Wu Xuegian.® Zhenliang worked as an interpreter.
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The delegation consisting of a football team, a men’s basketball team, and
one swimmer, with 40 people all together took three small airplanes and set
out from Beljing, rocking and swaying, first stopping at the Saynshand airport
in Mongolia. This was Zhenliang’s first time to take a plane trip abroad.
Saynshand airport was bleak and desolate, an expanse of empty space in the
Gobi with a few temporary buildings added, and the turbulence was terrible
when the airplane taking off and landing.

Ulan Bator, Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, one stop after another they flew to-
ward Moscow. After they reached Moscow, the delegation stopped briefly and
then rushed on toward Helsinki. Because this was also the first time that the
Soviet Union had taken part in an Olympic Games, they requested to stay by
themselves in another Olympic village. The Mayor of Helsinki, Erick von
Frenckell, who was also an IOC member, arranged for the delegations from
the Soviet Union and the socialist countries to stay in the Otaniemi Forest
Olympic Village. Our delegation was accommodated also in Otanimi. The
Soviet delegation looked after the Chinese delegation and even vacated their
rooms for us: their team doctor also took care of the Chinese athletes. China’s
soccer and basketball players had not been able to get there in time for the
competition, and only the swimmer, Wu Chuanyu, made it to the preliminaries,
but unfortunately was eliminated. However, the Chinese five-star flag was fi-
nally raised at an Olympic Games for the first time in history. In his first
sports meet, Zhenliang took part in the flag-raising ceremony for China, and
as he was lined up with the team watching the red five-star flag slowly rising
up, he felt extremely proud and elated. At that moment Zhenliang absolutely
did not imagine that from that point on, he would end up spending the years
of his youth waging a nearly thirty-year battle with the forces within the IOC
‘that were hostile toward China, in order that the red five-star flag would right-
fully be raised over the Olympic Games again.

Another big diplomatic event in which Zhenliang took part was the host-
ing of a French youth delegation from October to November. The head of the
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delegation was a sheet metal worker and the members included youth and
student cadres and Raymonde Dean, a female hero who threw herself on the
rails to prevent a military train from passing to invade Vietnam. The members
of the delegation were extremely friendly, and they praised the Chinese people
for their sincerity in human relationships and for their democratic thinking in
politics. After being together with the delegation for more than a month,
Zhenliang’s French improved greatly. Just as this assignment was concluded,
in response to the needs of China’s large-scale socialist reconstruction, the cen-
tral government called on all personnel with engineering training working in
non-industrial organizations to return to the profession one was trained for.
The Youth League sought Zhenliang’s opinion, and he felt that working as an
interpreter he would not be able to maximize his knowledge in engineering
and creativity. Moreover, he wanted to take part in reconstruction. Unfortunately,
he fell very sick shortly and after he recovered he was transferred to the Second
Ministry of Mechanical Industry.

“Returning to the Ranks”

The Second Ministry of Mechanical Industry oversaw all military indus-
trial production. Zhenliang was assigned to the Fourth Bureau, which was
responsible for aviation industry. Old China didn’t have any aviation industry
at all; after liberation they began to fill in the void and establish China’s own
airplane manufacture plants. The “February Sixth” bombing of Shanghai in
1950 remained fresh in Zhenliang’s memory. This was when the Kuomintang
sent aifplanes to bomb important targets in Shanghai, striking several power
plants. The Lujiawan Power Plant near Zhenliang’s university suffered a hit,
and the ﬁniversity organized Zhenliang and others to take part in the rescue
efforts. At that time China’s anti-aircraft artillery could not reach these enemy
planes, which made people on the ground feel anxious and helpless. Not long
after that, the Kuomintang airplanes came to bomb Shanghai again, but this
time because jet airplanes took up to meet them head-on, the enemy planes
flew away, and after this they didn’t return to bomb Shanghai again. That was
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the first time Zhenliang had seen New China’s own airplanes going to battle,
which was extremely gratifying. Now Zhenliang himself was finally able to

actually participate in this industry, and he was overjoyed.

Since Zhenliang had studied electrical engineering, the personnel office
of the Fourth Bureau assigned him to the electrical engineering section of the
machinery and power division. Although Zhenliang had studied in an electri-
cal engineering department in the university, only a basic knowledge was taught
of electric power, hydroelectric power, electrical engineering, etc. Now he was
engaged in technical management, which touched upon issues of power supply
for big industries and the repair and maintenance of machinery. He needed to
deal with things that he had never learned. On the other hand, the Second
Ministry of Mechanical Industry implemented the salary system, and Zhenliang
was asked to change his original supply system to the salary system. Zhenliang
didn’t want to accept this change. He felt that he had volunteered to take part
in the revolution, dedicating himself to the revolution was a tribute, and he
should only enjoy subsistence pay. Only hired employees want to grab a salary
in order to eke out a living. Zhenliang didn’t want to “lower” himself to be-
come hired employees. The organization repeatedly persuaded him, explain-
ing that in the future all cadres would gradually be changed to the salary system,
and only then did Zhenliang reluctantly accept the decision of the organization.

After going to the Second Ministry of Mechanical Industry, Zhenliang
was soon assigned to make a solo trip to the No. 112 Factory in Shenyang to
investigate the machinery and power supply at the factory. At the Youth League,
when Zhenliang accompanied foreign delegates, everything had been properly
prepared by other people; now he had to scramble for himself. This was also a
training for him. After he got back from his trip he wrote a report stating that
the factory had facilities with advanced Soviet technology, but the manage-
ment personnel’s lack of proper technical training was a problem, and the
division chief appreciated his report. Afterward the division changed its mind

again and wanted him to assist a Soviet consultant, with the task of learning
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from the latter. This Soviet expert was a dependable engineering type and China
was the first country he had been to on assignment. He was envious that his
young assistant had been to more countries than he had. He was very proud
and confident in Soviet equipment and felt that the problem was always with
the users, but one time a Chinese engineer unexpectedly found a problem in
the design of the Soviet equipment, which deflated the expert. Generally
speaking, Zhenliang and the expert got along well, and the expert was satisfied
with his work.

From the time he was transferred to the Second Ministry of Mechanical -
Industry in November 1952 to the time he was transferred away in February
1955, Zhenliang had in name spent over two years there, but in fact he only
worked a little over a year for them. During this time he was frequently “bor-
rowed” by important national organizations like the Trade Union, the Youth
League, and the Women’s Federation respectively to work as a translator. In
those years there were not many cadres in Beijing who had both foreign lan-
guage skills and political qualifications. Those that were qualified were scat-
tered throughout various department and ministries. Whenever there were big
events, especially major international meetings, the services of this group of
interpreters, whose names were entered on a limited list and who all belonged
to various work units, had to be enlisted. Zhenliang was counted as one of the
best French interpreters in Beijing at that time. Because of the political weight
of these organizations that came to “borrow” him and the importance of the
reasons, the Fourth Bureau of the Second Ministry of Mechanical Industry
could not have blocked it even if it wanted to.

First, in April 1953, the All-China Trade Union “borrowed” him for the
Chinese Trade Union delegation that attended the congress of the World Fed-
eration of Trade Unions in Vienna. This time Zhenliang did simultaneous trans-
lation at the congress assembly hall, the first time he had done this work. The
task was to translate all the speeches at the congress simultaneously and precisely.

Because not all the speeches had accompanying texts, the enunciation of some
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speakers was not clear enough, and there was no way to prepare ahead of time,
the demands on the interpreters were heavy. They must have quick reactions
and broad knowledge. In the past China did not have this kind of personnel,
but foreign countries had special schools for training simultaneous interpreters.
The main conference language of the World Federation of Trade Unions was
French, and the interpreters of other languages worked from French. At first
the Chinese Trade Union delegation invited an old overseas Chinese who had
lived in France for many years to do the simultaneous interpretation, but he
could not keep up with the conference speeches, and only said “Saillant (the
secretary-general of the World Federation) says...,” “Saillant says...,” and then
nothing followed. The result was that they had no choice but to let the youth-
ful Zhenliang give it his best shot. Zhenliang, who had excelled in his studies,
adapted to his new job after interpreting a few times. After this congress was
over, Zhenliang went on to follow the All-China Trade Union cadres to join
their delegation for the meeting of the Executive Board of the International
Union of Railway Workers in Budapest from April to May. In June, only a
few days after returning to China, the All-China Women’s Federation bor-
rowed him to join the Chinese delegation to the World Conference on Women

in Copenhagen.

After the World Conference on Women, instead of returning to China,
Zhenliang was asked to go to Berlin, where the headquarters of the World
Federation of Democratic Women were located, to wait for the Fourth World
Youth and Students’ Festival of Peace and Friendship held in Bucharest,
- Romania. Because the procedures for temporary transfer and going abroad
were Véry time-consuming, the Trade Union, Women’s Federation, and Youth
organizations finally had to get together and make a joint request to the Sec-
ond Ministry of Mechanical Industry to “borrow” Zhenliang from April to
September. Zhenliang waited an entire month in Berlin, during which time a
large-scale workers’ strike occurred. Because Western powers intervened to
stir up things, a disturbance was created and there were shooting incidents
during the strike. The East German authorities dispatched tanks, and the at-
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mosphere was very tense. Zhenliang could not understand: How could workers,
who in a socialist country were the masters of their own home, want to stir up
trouble?

In August Zhenliang took train by himself from Berlin through Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary to Bucharest, Romania, for his assignment with the
Chinese Youth delegation. European countries are not large and the train car
only had a small number of seats; every few hours you crossed a national border.
There were not many Chinese people traveling outside of China, and a lone
traveler was rare, so the other passengers were very curious and friendly to-
ward this young man. All along the way they used different languages that
they knew between them, with the addition of gestures, to “chat,” and so he
was not at all lonely. It only took a little over a day before he arrived at his

destination.

The head of the Chinese delegation to the World Youth and Students’
Festival of Peace and Friendship was the new secretary of the Youth League,
Hu Yaobang.’ Hu Yaobang was not very tall and was extremely open and
warmbhearted, and very competent in his work. Rofmania had a folk dance
called “Pernita” in which everyone formed a circle and danced as a group. A
leader danced in the circle, and whenever the leader tossed the scarf in front of
someone (usually of opposite sex) and put it around this person’s neck, that
person could not refuse to give the leader a friendly kiss in the center of the
circle. Then it would be that person’s turn to dance in the circle and toss the
scarf in front of someone else of opposite sex, and so on. The Romanians in-
sisted on inviting Hu Yaobang to dance and he could not easily refuse; the
young girls intentionally tossed the scarf to Hu Yaobang a few times, and the
normally serious Hu could not but awkwardly kiss to these Romanian girls
friendly, which made everyone laugh uncontrollably. There were a few things |
at this festival that Zhenliang could not forget for the rest of his life. The first
happened at the World Youth Congress held during the festival. At that day’s

meeting it was Hu Yaobang who was presiding, and Zhenliang was doing si-
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multaneous French interpretation in the little booth in the corner of the con-
ference hall. In the course of the meeting news of the end of the Korean War
was suddenly announced by Hu Yaobang and the entire assembly hall erupted
with excitement. The meeting broke up and many of the foreign delegations
lifted the representatives from the Korean People’s Army and the Chinese
‘People’s Volunteer Army to their shoulders and circled the hall, cheering; they
went around and around expressing the deep love of and yearning for peace of
the people and youth of the world. It lasted a very long time before things

settled down again.

Another time, during the sports competitions at the festival the Chinese
swimmer Wu Chuanyu won the gold medal in a backstroke event. When he
received his award, the red five-star flag was raised in the arena and the “March
* of the Volunteers” — the national anthem of the People’s Republic of China
was played, and many people inside the area, including Zhenliang, could not
hold back their tears of emotion. This was the first time that China had ever
won a gold medal at a world-level competition, the first time the national flag
had been raised and the anthem played, at a sport competition. This was the
first moment of pride and elation for the former “sick man of East Asia.” How
could one not be moved to tears? Wu Chuanyu was a patriotic Indonesian
Chinese who had returned to the homeland after the founding of the People’s
Republic; he won great honor for his motherland, and it was a pity that this
athlete with great potential died in 1958 in a plane crash in Siberia.

When the festival was over, Zhenliang was not able to follow the entire
delegation back home, but instead took the train to Warsaw, Poland, with a
few colleagues from the International Liaison Department of the Youth League
to work for the Chinese delegation at the International Student Union Con-
gress in September. In 1954 Zhenliang again took part in two international
conferences with the Youth League: one was the Beijing conference of the
Council of the World Federation of Democratic Youth in Beijing in the summer,

the other was the Chinese delegation to the World Congress for Peasant Youth
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in Vienna, Austria. From the end of 1952 to February 1955, Zhenliang was in
name a technician who had “returned to the ranks,” but in fact he still contin-

ued to take part in a large number of foreign affairs.

The Most Correct Choices

While he was at the Second Ministry of Mechanical Industry, Zhenliang
completed the two most important accomplishments in his life: he joined the
Chinese Communist Party, and he married me.

While he was in university, Zhenliang had been in the first group of
members of the New Democratic Youth League and was elected to the branch
leading committee after it was established. When he was transferred to the
Central Committee of the Youth League, he was working as a member of the
Youth League branch leading committee, and he repeatedly submitted applica-
tions for admission to the Communist Party. After arriving at the Second Min-
istry of Mechanical Industry, the organization considered his application to
join the Party and assigned someone to help him. Due to his previous ideologi-
cal foundation and his work attitude, even though he had only been at the
Second Ministry of Mechanical Industry for a little over a year and had fre-
quently been away on assignment, the organization approved his admission
into the Party in October 1954.

Twas a colleague of Zhenliang when he was at the Youth League Central
Committee. I had been an underground Communist Party member in Shanghai,
and was transferred to the International Liaison Departinent of the Youth
League Central Committee in 1951. I was two years older than Zhenliang and
was the secretary of the Youth League branch, and Zhenliang was a member of
its leading committee responsible for propaganda. Zhenliang considered me to
be a female colleague with a warmhearted and optimistic personality who was
sincere toward people and always eager to help others, and he admired me.

Perhaps it was because there were too many things that we shared in every
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aspect of our personalities and interests, but after happily working together
for over a year, one day while we were discussing our work Zhenliang sud-
denly felt that I was his ideal lifetime companion, and he got up the nerve to
express his feelings to me. I was completely unprepared and for a moment I
was struck speechless. And that was the amusing way in which our happy

lifelong love began.

Of course our love-life was very simple. Even after we registered to get
married on December 31, 1953, on Sundays we went together as usual to the
reading room at the library of the Cultural Palace of the Working People to
while away the day, or rode our bikes together westward along Chang’an Street
toward the new Beijing, riding to places so far away that we couldn’t go any
further, and after resting we would ride back home. After getting married there
was a long time when our home did not have any oil, salt, soy sauce, or vinegar
for cooking and we were just as happy to eat fried pancakes and roasted sweet
potatoes™ to pass the weekend. Our material life was very simple; when we got
married we bought with all our deposit money a second-hand bicycle, which
we used right up until the end of the “cultural revolution” when we retired it.
However, our spiritual life was extremely rich: we always had so much joy, so
much to learn together, so many things to do, we were always happy and busy
nonstop, we never had an idle boring day. Each of us is certain that he or she
* will have a special place in another person’s heart forever. To this day we have
always been the couple most envied among our acquaintances for our good
fortune. After over fifty years of marriage, we are always very warm and
affectionate; we have never yelled at each other, let alone quarreled. During
the “cultural revolution” each of us endured fierce attacks, but we withstood
the test. We have always supported each other in our work, each of us con-
~ stantly striving to improve ourselves. Zhenliang always says that joining the

Party and marrying me were the two most correct choices of his life.

In December 1954, as Zhenliang came back from Vienna and the train

| passed through Siberia, he ran into the Deputy Head of the International Liai-
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son Department of the State Sports Commission, Zhang Lianhua, who was
also coming back from abroad. The State Sports Commission had just been
established not long before and they needed a large number of cadres. From
chatting during the trip he came to know and understand Zhenliang and after
he got back he reported to Marshal He Long, who was the minister in charge
of the State Sports Commission with a simultaneous post as the Vice Premier.
Thereupon He Long personally wrote a letter to the Minister of the Second
Ministry of Mechanical Industry, Zhao Erlu, and asked to transfer Zhenliang,
During the War of Liberation Zhao Erlu had been an old subordinate of He
Long in the army, and he could not but agree to release Zhenliang; and so
although at that time the Fourth Bureau of the Ministry didn’t want to release
him, they had no choice. And that is how Zhenliang was transferred to the
International Liaison Department of the State Sports Commission in Febru-
ary 1955.

1 The supply system was a system of payment practiced during the revolution and in the early
days of the People’s Republic, which provided the primary necessities of life. '

? Jiang Nianxiang later became the Minister of Education.

3Rong Gaotang later became Deputy Minister of Sport (with the rank of Minister).

# Liao Chengzhi later became Vice President of the People’s Republic of China.

$ That is, he pronounced zhichi (support) like zhishi (instruct).

¢ Ye Jianying later became the Chairman of the Standing Committee of the People’s Congress
(1978-1982).

7 Frozen pears should be soaked in cold water instead of hot water, and tasted like sorbet.

¥ Wu Xueqian later became Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vice Premier.

* Hu Yaobang later became General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party (February 1980
to January 1987).

1 Fried pancakes (laobing) and roasted sweet potatoes are local ready-made Beijing specialties
sold by street vendors who cook them over a coal fire by the side of the street.
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Learning to Love Sports

These days it was hard to imagine that Zhenliang, who has spent his
entire life in sports, did not at first want to be transferred to the State Sports
Commission. When the senior staff in the organization notified him about
his transfer we were both very depressed, because at that time we didn’t
understand the significance of sports — we assumed that sports involved a lot
~ of jumping and hopping around and that the political demands would not be
as rigorous as they were at the Central Committee of the Youth League, nor
would they involve a contribution to national reconstruction as at the Sec-
ond Ministry of Mechanical Industry. However, good dis¢ipline was an el-
ementary requirement of the Pafty, and so Zhenliang had no choice but to
obey the decision of the organization. He never imagined that immediately
after entering the Sports Commission he would throw himself into the heated
fight to oppose “two Chinas” which had shot to the forefront of interna-
tional sports. He ended up fighting for several decades to restore China’s
rightful place in international sports organizations and to uphold China’s
national interests. Zhenliang took part in almost the entire course of this

fight. Through this struggle, he himself not only gained all-around training
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and maturity in politics and in his profession but also, under the leadership
of the central authorities, he participated in writing a new chapter in the
history of Chinese sports diplomacy.!

First Contact with the International

Olympic Committee
There was a world of difference between sports in Old and New China.

Modern sport was poorly-developed in Old China, which had for de--
cades been known as the “sick man of East Asia.” At the end of the nineteenth
century, foreign soldiers, merchants, missionaries as well as Chinese students
who had studied abroad then returned to China, also began to introduce mod-
ern Western, competitive sports into China. Before the start of the twentieth
century, local sports meets or inter-city sports meets were largely organized by
students from missionary colleges and foreign secretaries from YMCA branches.
Young people who loved sports trained by themselves at the missionary col-
leges but the masses of workers and peasants led lives of extreme misery and

bitter toil, and had no contact whatsoever with sports.

In 1924 the president of Nankai University, Zhang Boling, and the
general secretary of the YMCA, Wang Zhengting, Shen Siliang, and others |
engaged in education and sports established the China National Amateur
Athletic Federation (CNAAF). The members of its board of directors were all
Chinese. They were men of vision who tirelessly campaigned for the develop-
ment of Chinese sports. However, the corrupt Kuomintang government sim-
. ply did not make the development of sports a priority, leaving it to live or die
on its own. The CNAAF successively joined eight international sports
federations. In 1931 the IOC officially recognized it as China’s Olympic
committee. In 1932, 1936, and 1948, China organized missions to the Olympic

Games in Los Angeles, Berlin, and London. Unfortunately, due to insufficient
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funding and training, they came back each time carrying “the big duck egg.”
They were able to send three people to the 1932 Olympic Games thanks to a
subsidy by Zhang Xueliang.’ Notably, after the 1948 London Olympics the
officials went to other countries for pleasure trips, while the bulk of the ath-
letes were left behind in dire straits without even the travel expenses to return
home. The Kuomintang embassy in Britain and the Bank of China in London
refused to loan them money, and even refused to act as guarantors. Luckily
some local overseas Chinese finally subsidized them and the team was able to

make its way back home.

On October 1, 1949, the People’s Republic of China was founded. At the
end of October the National Sports Congress was held in Beijing, which estab-
lished the All-China Sports Federation. During the period when the republic
was being established, physical culture and sports were under the leadership of
the Central Committee of Youth League, and many cadres in the All-China
Sports Federation were transferred from the Youth League system; the Secre-
tary-General of the Youth League, Rong Gaotang, held simultaneous posts as
the Vice President and Secretary-General of the All-China Sports Federation.
After the founding of the All-China Sports Federation, they repeatedly re-
quested that international sports federations recognize it as the sole legitimate
national-level sports organization of China, and withdraw recognition of the
CNAAF. The international federations of football, swimming, basketball, and
some other sports recognized the All-China Sports Federation, but the Inter-
national Olympic Committee, which was dominated by a small number of
conservatives, refused to recognize the All-China Sports Federation with the
excuse that China’s situation was unclear. At the Games of the XV Olympiad
in 1952 in Helsinki, the IOC did not issue us an invitation at first, but thanks
to our own struggle as well as the efforts of fair-minded people in the Soviet
Union and the host, Finland, the IOC finally decided to issue us an invitation
two days before the opening ceremony of the Games. But the All-China Sports
Federation get the telegram of invitation only on the games’ opening day. The

Chinese delegation began an around-the-clock journey and arrived in Helsinki
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five days before the closing ceremony, just so they could raise the five-star red
flag over the Olympic stadium and show the world that China had the legiti-
mate right to take part in the Olympic Games.

After this, and due to many interventions, at the 50th Session of the IOC
in Athens in May 1954, the IOC passed a resolution with 23 votes to 21 recog-
nizing the All-China Sports Federation as the Chinese Olympic Committee.
After learning of the resolution, He Gengsheng (Gunsun Hoh), who was from
the sports world of the Taiwan region, held a press conference in Athens and
announced, weeping bitterly, that his CNAAF was withdrawing from the IOC.
However, Avery Brundage, the IOC president, on his own placed Taiwan’s
Olympic committee, under the name of the so-called “Republic of China,” on
the list of national Olympic committees recognized by the IOC, without tak-
ing it to the Session for discussion. Some international sports federations also
followed the example of the IOC and tried to create “ewo Chinas” in interna-
tional sports federations. At that time the United Nations Organisation re-
fused the new China to its legitimate seat. We would carry on a very long fight
to recover our rightful place in the UN and other international organizations.
From the moment that he was transferred to the State Sports Commission,
Zhenliang was thrown into this long-term battle to oppose the wrongful ac-
tions of international sports federations and recover China’s rightful place.

In February 1955, Zhenliang was transferred to the International Liaison
Department of the State Sports Commission and assigned to deal with affairs
related to the IOC. In May he was in Paris on the Chinese delegation that
attended the 51st Paris Session of the IOC and the Joint Meeting of the IOC
Executive Board with the National Olympic Committees. The delegation con-
sisted of five members with Rong Gaotang as its head. The members were
Zhang Lianhua, the deputy head of the International Department; Dong Shouyi,

the JIOC member; and Zhenliang and one other person were the interpreters.

Before the People’s Republic, China had three IOC members: Wang
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Zhengting (C.T. Wang), co-opted as IOC member in 1922, had been the Gen-
eral Secretary of the National Association of the Chinese YMCA, and under
the Northern Government had been the Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1936
and 1948 he was the leader of the Chinese missions to the Olympic Games.
The second member, co-opted in 1939, was Kong Xiangxi (H.H. Kung), who
at the time was the Minister of Finance for the Kuomintang government, but
he was 2 member in name only and never took part in any activity of the IOC.
In 1947 Dong Shouyi (Shou Yi Tung) was co-opted; he had been a professor of
physical education for many years, and at the time was the General Secretary
of the CNAAF. After 1949, he taught in Xi’an, and in 1952 he was transferred

to the State Sports Commission and appointed as a department head.

For this trip, Zhenliang was asked to accompany Dong Shouyi during
the Session, because Dong was an elderly professor who had not spoken a
foreign language for many years, and so during the meeting Zhenliang could
be his translator, and if they ran into anything unexpected the two of them
could discuss it among themselves. Before the delegation set out Premier Zhou
Enlai received its leaders, instructing them that they firmly oppose the appear-
ance of “two Chinas” in any form and stating that they should make the repre-
- sentatives of the socialist countries understand our position. The delegation
had heard that C.'T. Wang would go to Paris for the meeting. Wang had lived
in Hong Kong for a long time and was not politically active, and was not dead-
set on following Taiwan authorities. Premier Zhou instructed the delegation
to do what they could to win over Wang. Before leaving Beijing, the delegation
asked Wang’s son in Shanghai to write a letter to his father. In 1950s, China
and France had not yet established diplomatic relations and Chinese people
seldom went to France. The delegation flew through Moscow to Prague, where
they applied for visas to enter France. The day after their arrival in Paris, they
first attended a joint meeting with the other socialist countries. In those years
it was common practice that before big meetings the representatives of the
socialist countries would first hold a conference to share information and co-

ordinate their positions. At the meeting Rong Gaotang explained our plan to
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announce our opposition to the IOC’s practice of “two Chinas” at the IOC
meeting. The Soviet delegate felt that there was too much political language in
the announcement, it was too sharp, and it did not pay enough attention to the
specific characteristics of sport. Our delegation agreed to revise the draft

accordingly.

On June 11, the Joint Meeting of the IOC Executive Board with the Na-
tional Olympic Committees was held. When the attendance sheet signed by the
National Olympic Committees reached him, Rong Gaotong saw the name of the
Taiwanese organization and crossed it out as a matter of course. When the com-
pleted list had been passed back to Brundage, he asked, “Who crossed out the name
of Taiwan?” Rong Gaotang pointed out in forceful terms that the IOC’s recogni-
tion of the Chiang Kai-shek clique’s sports organization was a violation of the

Charter, and he expounded our position of opposition to “two Chinas.”

The next day the Session convened. As a rule, interpreters were not al-
lowed in IOC meetings. The Soviet member Constantin Andrianov requested
that the IOC allow Dong Shouyi to bring an interpreter in view of the fact
that he had not spoken a foreign language for many years. The IOC made an
exception and permitted Zhenliang to enter the assembly hall.

Before Zhenliang left the hotel for the IOC meeting, Rong Gaotang briefed
him not to allow the appearance of “two Chinas” under any circumstances,
and to seek the advice of the Soviet member before speaking. In those years the
seating at the IOC meetings was not according to seniority as it is now; you
could sit where you pleased. Dong and Zhenliang sat beside Andrianov. Before
the meeting started Andrianov said to them with some concern that they should
not speak today because yesterday they had already released a political
bombshell, and if they spoke again today perhaps it would threaten China’s
status within the IOC.

After the meeting began, Brundage reported to the meeting about the

42



Chapter 3 LEARNING TO LOVE SPORTS

yesterday’s joint meeting of the IOC Executive Board with the national Olympic
Committees. He said that Rong Gaotang’s speech was a political one and sports
had nothing to do with politics. Dong and He intended to refute him but were
stopped by Andrianov, who said that the bombshell that had been released
yesterday, it was enough; that we are the minority in the meeting, and would
suffer losses if we started to argue. Thus Dong and He held their tongues.
When the admission of the Democratic Republic of Germany was under
discussion, C.T. Wang expressed opposition, and he continued off of the topic,
“Last year our country sent athletes to the Philippines to take part in the Second
Asian Games.” He spoke in a roundabout way — although he didn’t mention
the name of Taiwan, any sensible person knew that it was the sports organiza-
tion in Taiwan which had usurped China’s seat in 1954, that had taken part in
that year’s Asian Games. Zhenliang and Dong were uncertain whether they
should speak or not and sought Andrianov’s opinion. As before, he advised
them not to speak. Then the Bulgarian member Vladimir Stoytchev spoke. He
was an old general and was much respected by the Bulgarian Communist Party,
but because he didn’t understand the China situation, he advocated simulta-
neously admitting two Germanys and two Chinas. This time we absolutely
had to speak, and Dong Shouyi was on the verge of doing so when Andrianov
again stopped him, saying that if we spoke, China’s whole status would be
negatively influenced: if it got much worse we would be expelled. And so all

three times when we wanted to speak we were curbed by the Soviet member.

When we went back and reported to the delegation leaders, we were se-
verely criticized by Rong Gaotang. This was the first time that Zheriliang had
taken part in such an important diplomatic event and it had been his duty to
help Dong Shouyi comprehend the issues at the meeting, but he had failed to
stick firmly to principle. After the delegation returned to China and reported
to Premier Zhou Enlai. The Premier was strictly critical of this incident. The
gist of the criticism was that before going abroad he had already clearly in-
structed that the delegation should prevent the “ewo Chinas” problem from
arising, but “this mishap still happened,” it meant we had not work hard enough

43



HE ZHENLIANG AND CHINA’S. OLYMPIC DREAM

among the delegates from the brotherly countries and our explaining of mat-
ters were not enough, also it was not right that we stop to speak after the curb
of the Soviet member. Rong Gaotang took the blame upon himself without
passing it down; on the contrary, he consoled the non-Party member Dong
Shouyi and the inexperienced Zhenliang, saying, “You didn’t have it easy, it
could not have handled better by other people else.” This was Zhenliang’s first
time to take part in a diplomatic event since being transferred to the State
Sports Commission, not to mention its being the first time for him to work on
the external frontline together with a non-Party member, but who would have
thought that this “first time” would be such a political mistake? He keenly felt
the profound political connotations of sports diplomatic work. In his entire
life, this was his biggest lesson in diplomatic work; he held on to the memory
of the heavy weight of those four words, “this mishap still happened.” No
matter when or where, the interests of the people and the nation are most
important and cannot be harmed under any circumstance; and we should not
always follow what “Big Brother” says, but at all times should hold fast to our -

own principles, which are more important than anything else.

The leaders of the Sports Commission did not lose confidence in Zhenliang
because of this mistake. In January 1956, Zhenliang accompanied Dong Shouyi
to Italy to watch the Seventh Winter Olympic Games in Cortina d’Ampezzo
and attend the 51st Session of the IOC. Before the meeting Dong Shouyi and
Zhenliang learnt from their lessons of last activity and prepared themselves
more fully, and beforehand they did some work among the IOC members. At
the meeting Dong Shouyi took the floor to argue that it was wrong not to
enter Rong Gaotang’s speech into the minutes of previous year’s meeting in
Paris and reiterated that the Chinese Olympic Committee opposed any “two
Chinas” practices whatsoever. However, no one at the meeting echoed our
legitimate request. Dong Shouyi’s speech was not granted a discussion and was
shelved by Brundage in the name of “not talking politics,” and items “not to be
discussed.” Our requesting to include Rong Gaotang’s speech at the previous

meeting in the minutes, met also opposition of some members to the point
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that the Canadian member said, “If you are dissatisfied, you can leave.” Never-
theless in the end Rong Gaotang’s speech was entered into the minutes. And
having persuaded the Bulgarian member before the meeting and making him
understand that his previous speech was inappropriate — which was not at all
easy — correction was asked by Stoytchev himself in the session’s minutes.
However, the meeting gave one the feeling that it was tightly controlled by the
West in all respects, while the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries
each had their own plans. While the righteous matters could not be treated
fairly and there was no room for reason, Zhenliang, who had attended two

IOC meetings within one year, felt very oppressed both times.

In May 1956, Zhenliang went with Department Deputy Head Zhang
Lianhua to Lisbon, Portugal, to take part in the FIFA Congress. FIFA had sent
a letter at the early 1950s officially confirming that the All-China Sports Fed-
eration had replaced the former CNAAF, but then in 1954 they admitted
Taiwan, violating their own constitution. Before the 1956 FIFA Congress, the
motion demanding the expulsion of the Taiwan sports organization proposed
by the All-China Sports Federation was listed in the agenda. We had no diplo- -
matic relations with Portugal’s Salazar regime. Zhenliang and his chief were
the first people to step onto Portuguese soil bearing the passports of the People’s
Republic of China, and they were tailed everywhere they went. In order to
avold troubles, Zhang Lianhua and Zhenliang didn’t go out anywhere except
to attend the meeting and visit the delegates from friendly countries; in any
case the main thing on their minds was to lead this fight to the best of their
ability despite the great disparity in strength. I say disparity in strength be-
cause FIFA was like the IOC, its leadership was mainly controlled by people
who were either antagonistic toward the new China or who did not sympa-
thize with the new China. Although the Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries supported us, their attention at that meeting was mainly focused on
trying to get Russian listed as one of the official languages of FIFA. The major-
ity of the Asian members were countries still keeping “diplomatic” relations

with Taiwan. Thus, when the president of FIFA, Arthur Drewry, said at the
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meeting that the China question had already been discussed and would not be
discussed again in this meeting, and did not allow the Chinese delegates to
speak, the delegates from the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries
didn’t utter 2 word. Zhang Lianhua persisted in completing his speech, and in
order to protest against FIFA’s domineering behavior, he and Zhenliang walked
out of the meeting with their heads held high.

After the founding of the new China, according to the instructions of
Premier Zhou Enlai, our guiding principle in international sports organiza-
tions was that organizations cut off relations with the Taiwan authorities be-
fore we could join them and carry out our obligations as members. This was
the “first expel [ Taiwan] and then we enter” guiding principle. However, some
international sports federations after recognizing us also admitted Taiwan sports
organizations, violating their own constitutions. This occurred mainly after
1954. We opposed it and demanded that they correct their mistakes and at the
same time we continued to maintain relationships with those federations. This
is to say that our guiding principle became “ask for expulsion [of Taiwan] and
we enter.” At all the three international meeting that he attended after joining
the State Sports Commission, Zhenliang proceeded according to this guiding
principle. However, the balance of strength disadvantaged us. The socialist
partner countries upon which we relied had their own calculations. There were
not many Asian countries that had diplomatic relations with us. The majority
of African countries had not yet attained national independence. It was only in
the federations of the two winter sports of skating and ice hockey, and in the
International Table Tennis Federation — of which Lvor Montagu, a member
of the British Communist Party, was president — that the Taiwan problem did
not exist. Later a table tennis organization in Taiwan requested to join the
ITTF. Montagu had no way to refuse them because the regulations in the [TTF
Constitution allowed regions to join. And so we proposed that if they join
under the name of Taiwan Province of the People’s Republic of China, we
would not oppose. Of course the Taiwan authorities would not do it. In this

way we successfully opposed “two Chinas.” This case also occurred in 1956.
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This visit led Samaranch better understand China’s position and policy,
but he also sensed our reservations. Later, in August, he said to another of our
Sports Commission leaders, Chen Xian, who had gone to Moscow to call on
him, “I feel that the attitude of the Chinese sports leaders toward the IOC is
rather passive and not making enough effort, as if China is not eager to return
~ to the IOC.” He proposed, “You ought to concentrate your strength on work-
ing toward the IOC; don’t spend too much energy on other international sports
organizations, because once the IOC problem is solved, the problems in other

organizations will be readily solved.”

Let us now turn to the 80th Session of the IOC in Athens in May 1978.
Twenty-four years ago, the IOC had decided at the 1954 session in Athens by
a vote of 23 to 21 to recognize only our Chinese Olympic Committee. But this
resolution was tampered with by the American president Avery Brundage.
After 24 years, the situation in the world had greatly changed, but seemingly
the IOC had not noticed it. At that session, the debate was extremely heated.
President Killanin first presented the issue, saying, “The IOC has at this time
been drawn into a political question. That is, the two sides of the People’s
Republic of China and the Republic of China both proclaim that they alone
have jurisdiction over the Chinese mainland and islands,” and the IOC could
not avoid the question of whom to recognize. He reported on his visit to China,
and in a low key said only, “The position of both sides has been better
understood, it would be advantageous toward further negotiations.” He had
not put forth a concrete proposal, but only proposed to establish a “China

Commission,” which would go to China for further inquiry.

At this Athens session, only the Romanian Alexandru Siperco, Juan An-
tonio Samaranch, and a few other members who seriously proposed to solve
the problem of China’s legitimaté seat. Siperco stated, “We must decide on
which one of the two Olympic committees represents authentically the whole
China.” Samaranch said, “The IOC ought to exert all its energy to allow the

PRC to achieve recognition, and I propose as a first step to further request that
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the ‘Republic of China Olympic Committee’ change its name, because basi-
cally it cannot represent China.” The attitude of the two Soviet members
changed obviously, and in the session they made speeches and expressed they
support the expulsion of Taiwan and proposed to recognize the Chinese Olym-
pic Committee. The senior Soviet member Constantin Andrianov made a sys-
tematic speech starting from the Cairo Declaration, which established Taiwan’s
status. One might guess that the reason the Soviet Union at this time no longer
stood by with folded arms on the question of restoring China’s legitimate seat
and now joined the ranks of those who wanted to solve the problem was that
this was linked with their immediate interests since. If the Taiwan problem
was not solved, as the host of the 1980 Olympic Games, the Soviet Union
would face difficulties far more thorny than those faced by Canada as host of
the 1976 Montreal Olympics. Some people said, the Soviet Union was worried
that, if they allowed Taiwan to participate in the Moscow Olympics, 34 coun-
tries might boycott.

But, there were many members, who did not oppose admitting us, did
not agree to revoke recognition of Taiwan. The discussion in the session reached
no conclusion; they only decided to establish a small-scale commission to sur-

vey all relevant documents and then report to the next session.

After the Athens session, President Killanin contacted us about sending
three to five members to visit China. China agreed that these people could
come as individuals, not under the name of so-called “China commission.”
Killanin selected three people. They were New Zealand’s Lance Cross,
Romania’s Alexander Siperco, and Jamaica’s Roy Anthony Bridge. Later,
Killanin told us that he had chosen these three because he considered that Cross
was an executive board member, Siperco favored China, and Bridge favored

Taiwan. This way, each side’s opinions would be reflected.

These three people visited China on October 16 to 23, 1978. Siperco’s
viewpoint on the China problem was clear, that Bridge would completely speak
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for Taiwan was predictable, but Cross did not maintain a middle position as
Killanin expected. Although Cross recognized Taiwan as a part of China, but
felt, “Looking at the present state of affairs, your jurisdiction does not extend
to the region of Taiwan,” and he proposed to recognize two Chinese Olympic
committees, one was the Chinese Olympic Committee (Beijing), and the other
was the Chinese Olympic Committee (Taipei). We clearly opposed this plan,
and firmly disagreed with “two Chinas” or “one China, one Taiwan” in any
form whatsoever. Zhenliang also had a long private talk with Cross, introduc-
ing the origins of the Taiwan problem and the past mistakes of the IOC in
handling it. Cross could not deny these facts, and just suggested that Taiwan-
ese youth ought to be allowed to participate in international competitions.
Zhenliang explained that China had all along invited athletes from the Taiwan
region to join athletes from the mainland of China in international competitions,
in addition to guaranteeing their freedom of entry and exit; and he pointed out
that the Taiwan problem was an internal affair of China, and we were com-
pletely able to manage it. But it was difficult to reach agreement with Cross’s
divergent view. Finally, Zhenliang said, “Since you three have come a great
distance to China, and we have exchanged many views; surely we can find a

few common points.”

Zhenliang summed up these common points as follows: 1) There is only
.one China in the world, and that is the People’s Republic of China. 2) Taiwan
is a part of China, and the Taiwan problem is China’s internal affair. 3) It is
unreasonable that the Chinese people are not represented in the IOC. 4) China’s
right to representation in the IOC ought to be quickly resolved. Cross ex-
pressed agreement with these four points; he also recorded the dialogue be-

tween both sides on tape.

This so-called “China commission” was originally set to go to Taiwan
later. We expressed firm opposition to their trip to Taiwan through Japanese
member Masaji Kiyokawa and Thai member Dawee Chullasapya. The IOC

accepted this objection. However, in reality Cross and Bridge privately went
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to Taiwan without authorization from the IOC, and they also went to Quemoy
(Jinmen), which had no sports at all. Afterwards, Cross was even more dead-
set on speaking for Taiwan, and many people were suspicious of what kind of
“work” Taiwan had done on him.

In 1978, however, the struggle in international sport federations achieved
some progress, especially in the International Amateur Athletic Federation
(IAAF). At its October congress in Puerto Rico, the IAAF decided by a major-
ity vote to readmit the Athletic Association of the People’s Republic of China
as the sole member of China. Achieving this victory in the IAAF was not easy,
because the IAAF had always been a relatively conservative organization. IAAF
members were divided into five levels, which had voting rights of eight, six,
four, two, and one votes respectively. For example, the USSR, US, U.K., France,
West Germany, New Zealand, and Australia all had eight votes, but the nu-
merous Asian and African countries had very few votes. And so in the past the
decisive power in the IAAF was controlled by large countries, and was espe-
cially concentrated in the hands of the Anglo-Saxon bloc. In the year when the
IOC member in Great Britain, the Marquess of Exeter, took over as president
of the IAAF, he admitted the Taiwan sport organization. Afterwards, the Neth-
erlands’ Adriaan Paulen succeeded him as IAAF president, and the situation
changed slightly. Before the congress, we and our friends did a great deal of
work. To support our struggle with the international federations, the CEO of
Adidas corporation, Horst Dassler, made a special trip to Beijing at the end of
September and engaged in long discussions with Zhenliang. Item by item, they
organized an analysis of the shape of the struggle, the target of the work, and
the division of labor. The success in the JAAF was a very important
breakthrough.

However, the Taiwan side was not willingly to be driven out. As in the
International Badminton Federation, they again filed a suit against the IAAF
in the High Court of England. The English court decided that the IAAF did
not have the right to expel Taiwan. This represented a continuation of the
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situation in 1979.

The State Sports Commission intensified its work on another front. As
numerous Third World countries entered the international sport world
gradually, they felt dissatisfied that a few large countries controlled almost all
the leadership positions in international sports organizations. Inside the United
Nations’ Education, Science and Culture Organization (UNESCO), opinions
about this were already getting increasingly stronger day by day, and discus-
sions were carried on about establishing inter-governmental sports committee
to advise and oversee the UNESCO plans concerning sports, and promoting
cooperation in international sport. The Third World countries hoped that,
through this intergovernmental sport organization, they could gradually change
the monopoly over world sport held by the IOC and others. In 1976, the
UNESCO general assembly established a temporary commission composed of
30 countries and prepared to formally establish an Intergovernmental Sport
Committee. Zhenliang attended the 1977 and 1978 meetings of the temporary
commission. Judging from the situation in international sport at that time, to
change completely the monopoly by big countries was not something that
could be achieved overnight, but an Intergovernmental Sport Committee at
least would play a checking role. And so the State Sports Commission sup-
ported the establishment and the development of the intergovernmental sport
committee. After consulting with the Ministry of Education, the State Sports
Commission decided that Zhenliang should participate in the election at the
20th geﬁeral assembly of UNESCO in October 1978. That election went rather
smoothly; Zhenliang was elected a member of the Intergovernmental Sports
Committee. Looking back at the 20-plus years of experience since the estab-
lishment of the Intergovernmental Sport Committee, its main activity was
school sports, sports scierice, etc., and it also played a certain role in mass sports.
But in competitive sport, it did not have much impact; the IOC, together with
FIFA and other non-governmental international sports organizaﬁons, still
played the guiding roles. Therefore, from 1979 on, Du Haoran, then head of

the Science and Education Department of the State Sports Commission,

155



HE ZHENLIANG AND CHINA’S OLYMPIC DREAM

switched over to participation in the activities of the UNESCO organization

instead of Zhenliang, and ended up serving for nine years as its vice-chairperson.

1979 — A Crucial Year

Nineteen seventy-nine was an extremely crucial year in the relationship
between China and the IOC. This was the last year before the 1980 Olympic
Games. The IOC would convene one session and five executive board meetings
that year. Whether or not we were able to resolve the question of recovering
China’s rightful place and appropriately handle the Taiwan question during this
year would determine whether we could participate in the Olympic Games in
the following year. And so the Chinese Olympic Committee launched vigor-
ous initiatives for the year.

Nineteen seventy-nine was also an extremely important year for interna-
tional politics and the relationship with Taiwan. On January 1, China and the
United States established formal diplomatic relations, and the US declared its
acknowledgement that the government of the People’s Republic of China was
the only legitimate government of China and severed diplomatic ties with
Taiwan. On the same day, the chairperson of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress, Marshal Ye Jianying, issued the “Declaration to
Taiwan Compatriots.” The statement clearly advanced the policy of peaceful
reunification of the motherland and proposed negotiations to end the confron-
tation across the [Taiwan] Straits, calling for the earliest possible impiementa—
tion of the “three direct links of trade, mail and air and shipping services” of
strategy across the Taiwan Straits.

The first event was equivalent to pointing out to the entire world that, in
this very year, the US government, which had stopped at nothing to preserve
the position of the Taiwan authorities who had been cornered in this game of
chess, now had no choice but to face reality, change its position, and recognize

the People’s Republic of China, and Taiwan as a part of China. The second
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action indicated a huge adjustment and important development in our policies
toward Taiwan, and had very important impact on the development of the
cross-Straits relationship.

On January 29 and 30, the executive board of the IOC met in Lausanne.
On January 15, the State Sports Commission and the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs together submitted to the State Council a request for instructions con-
cerning the problem of restoring China’s legitimate right in the IOC, and a
few proposals were made in accord with the new principle toward Taiwan,
which had been stated in the “Declaration to Taiwan Compatriots.” The main
point of these proposals were: Establish a Chinese Olympic Committee out-
side of the All-China Sports Federation; amend the articles of its constitution
to fit the requirements of the IOC; invite Taiwanese member Henry Hsu to
attend a meeting in Beijing (guessing that he would not come); reserve some
leadership posts for Taiwan sport leaders in the Chinese sport organizations;
reaffirm that Taiwanese athletes could participate in the national teams in in-
ternational competitions, a certain quota would be reserved for them, and
ensure their freedom of entry and exit. However, because our grasp of the new
state of affairs was not good enough, the entire tentative conception did not go
beyond the original framework. ‘

Toward the end of January, Song Zhong, the general secretary of All
China Sport Federation, went to Switzerland. He met with some executive
board and IOC members. Killanin’s attitude tended toward the positive. He
said, “My ambition is to solve the China problem, and I am happy to see that
there has been progress on this problem.” However, in fact this executive board

meeting did not reach any decisions at all regarding the China issue.

In February, important domestic changes took place in the policy toward
Taiwan in international organizations. The central authorities approved a new
policy, changing the phrase “Chiang clique” to “Taiwan authorities,” changing

the phrase “expel Chiang” in international organizations to “revoke member-
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ship (or membership status) of the Taiwan authorities.” In non-governmental
institutions seats of a national character should be occupied by our relevant
organizations, but Taiwan NGOs could be permitted to participate as a branch
of our relevant national organization or as a non-national organization, de-
pending on the different rules of the constitution of the relevant international
organization. The permitted name was “Taiwan branch of China X organiza-
tion” or “X organization of Taiwan, China”; under no circumstances would it
be allowed to precede it with the name “Republic of China” or to use the name
“Taiwan” alone.

The central authorities’ new policy added a great deal of momentum to
the struggle to recover China’s rightful place in international sport federations.
For a long time, we had maintained the policy in international organizations
of “us without Chiang or Chiang without us.” We had accomplished some
results in international sports federations. Especially in the late 70s, we success-
fully regained our legitimate seat in a few international federations, such as
gymunastics, volleyball, weightlifting, wrestling, and so on, and Taiwan’s mem-
bership was revoked. However, there were a few international federations,
such as badminton and track and field, in which though the congress decided
to restore our seat and revoke Taiwan’s membership, Taiwan did not resign
itself to defeat, filed suit in British courts and won the lawsuit, leaving these

federations with no choice but to flinch and retreat.

Zhenliang and his colleagues on the frontline of this battle felt that, be-
cause the international sports world had for a long time been influenced by the
hypocritical standpoint that “sport has nothing to do with politics,” there were
more than a few people in international sports federations who, while acknowl-
edging that the Taiwan authorities could not represent China, and even while
acknowledging that Taiwan was a part of China, felt that sport is sport, and
the People’s Republic of China’s sport organizations had no jurisdiction on
sport in Taiwan. They advocated that political problems should be left for

governments to solve, and the sports world should be concerned that all ath-
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letes have the chance to take part in competitions. To counter this standpoint,
we repeatedly emphasized that we welcomed Taiwanese athletes to join our
sport delegations, and that we guaranteed their freedom to come and go. Yet,
Taiwan sports organizations came up with excuses, saying that they had no
way to change the policy of the Taiwan authorities prohibiting contact with
the mainland of China. Thus, there were a considerable proportion of people
in international sports federations who felt that if they expelled Taiwan, it
would be unfair to the athletes there. So, they were not willing to accept the
plan to expel Taiwan. The difficulties were even greater inside the IOC, which
is a unique structure made up of special personages, and is the most influential

international sport organization.

Zhenliang recollected that after the 1978 IOC session in Athens, he and his
colleagues from the International Organizations Division of the International
Department of the Sports Commission reviewed their work in September and,
after their vivid discussion, they agreed that the question should be raised of
whether it would be possible to accept the tactical suggestions of a few friends
and request that Taiwan change its name. Since Taiwan is one of our provinces,
one of our geographical regions, it could be called “sport organization of Taiwan
Province, China.” From the standpoint of principle, this did not violate the one-
China principle; from the standpoint of tactics, it could gain the sympathy and
support of the majority of the international sport federations. Moreover, the
Taiwan side definitely would not accept this name, and would have to withdraw,

which, in terms of results, would achieve the goal of “expelling Chiang.”

This idea was linked with our recollection of a written instruction from
Premier Zhou when he was still alive. It was in April 1956, at a congress of the
International Table Tennis Federation in Tokyo, Japan. The president of the
ITTF then was Ivan Montagu,-a member of the British Communist Party. He
was a well-known champion of peace, also famous in international cultural
circles. In those years, under his direction, the ITTF blocked Taiwan’s mem-

bership application several times. However, there wasa rule in the constitu-
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tion of the federation that permitted regional federations to join: for example,
Britain was divided into England, Scotland, and so on — altogether four re-
gional members. In 1956, the I'TTF again received an application for member-
ship from Taiwan, and a few Taiwan supporters attacked Montagu for not
doing things according to the constitution. At that time, Premier Zhou
instructed, “First, argue that Taiwan is only a component part of China and
there cannot be two representatives of China as members at the same time, and
strive to veto the motion to admit Taiwan into the ITTF as a representative of
China. If you can’t win the struggle, then yield a step and, in accord with the
rule in the constitution of the ITTF permitting parts of a geographical area to
join the IT'TF, agree to allow Taiwan’s table tennis association to participate as
a member of the IT'TF as an organization of a province of China.” Rong Gaotang
took part in that congress of the ITTF in 1956. In his report after the congress,
he wrote that, after several consultations with Montagu, they mutually agreed,
“To create a special committee before the congress to study the question of the
admission of new members, and have this committee suggest that new mem-
bers must again fill in the application form. Draft a resolution affirming that
Taiwan being a part of China, its application for admission, can only be ac-
cepted if they fill out the application form again with an appropriate name.
Moreover, the ITTF hopes that they will discuss with China to form a single
team. This resolution passed unanimously at the congress on April 10.”
However, in actuality it was impossible at that time for the Taiwan side to

accept this name, and so for many years they did not participate in the ITTF.

In the discussions, Zhenliang and his colleagues in the International
Department, noted that since the new Charter of the IOC set new rules about
the word “country,” which referred to “any country, state, territory, or part of
a territory,” meaning that the IOC could recognize regional Olympic commit-
tees as well. It would be possible to adopt a tactic like the one from years ago in
the ITTF, with the primary goal of revoking the membership of the Taiwan
authorities and recovering our legitimate seat. In 1978, this idea stopped at the
discussion stage and was not put into effect.
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In February 1979, knowing that the central leadership had adopted a new
policy, Zhenliang, like everyone else, was extremely excited. And so at the end
of February, after discussions between the Sports Commission and relevant
ministries, they co-signed and sent a report to the leadership entitled “Request
for Instructions on the Policy Concerning the Struggle in the IOC to Solve the
Problem of Our Right to Representation.” The report pointed out that the
situation had improved in comparison with that previously, but there were
still many members who advocated “sport has nothing to do with politics,”
including people who endorsed the “One China” viewpoint. They felt that we
did not currently have the actual control on Taiwan sports and therefore did
not agree to immediately rescind the recognition of Taiwan, and hoped that
we could find an interim measure. The “Request for Instructions” put forward

a four-point plan:

The first plan is: Request that the IOC solely recognizes the Chinese
Olympic Committee located in Beijing only; taking into account the present
situation with Taiwan, the Chinese delegation to the Olympic Games will
include Taiwan athletes; the concrete procedure will be agreed upon by the

Chinese Olympic Committee and Taiwan’s sport organization.

The second plan is: The IOC, in addition to clearly stating that it recog-
nizes the Chinese Olympic Committee located in Beijing only, with the con-
sent of the Chinese Olympic Committee, gives special permission to Taiwan
athletes to participate in Olympic competitions as a separate team under the

name “Taiwan Branch of Chinese Olympic Committee.”

The third plan is: As a temporary measure, we join the IOC under the
name of Chinese Olympic Committee, at the same time special permission
will be granted to the Taiwan side to join the IOC under the name “Taiwan

Branch of Chinese Olympic Committee.”

. The preconditions of the above second and third plans are:
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1) Taiwan must use the title “Taiwan Branch of Chinese Olympic Committee”;
2) They are not allowed to use the illegal “national flag”;

3) They are not allowed to use the illegal “national anthem.”

Under these three preconditions, circumstances of “Two Chinas” or “One

China, one Tatwan,” will not occur.

The “Request for Instructions” also had a fourth plan, namely: If none of
the above three plans can be achieved, then in order to avoid allowing Taiwan
to continue to usurp our seat, we will strive to have the IOC rescind recogni-
tion of Taiwan first, and we might not enter the IOC for a certain period, in
order to take further steps toward creating favorable circumstances for the

return of our legitimate seat.

In February 1979, there was another event that was very inspiring to the
colleagues at the State Sports Commission engaged in this work. On the after-
noon of February 26, Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping met with the head of the
Japanese Kyodo News Agency, Takeji Watanabe. During the meeting,
Watanabe asked Deng Xiaoping, “The Olympic Games will be held in Mos-
cow in 1980, does China intend to take part or to hold an Olympic Games in
China in the future?” Deng Xiaoping answered, “First, we must solve the prob-
lem of Taiwan’s status. After solving this problem, of course we will be 2 mem-
ber of the Olympic Movement. China is now preparing to take part in the
Moscow Olympic Games. The Olympic Games take place once very four years:
they will be held in 1984 and 1988. 1984 is probably not possible, but in 1988
perhaps we can undertake to hold an Olympic Games in China.” Watanabe
said, “You have given me good news.” Deng Xiaoping said, “The situation in
1984 would be a little difficult; the situation in 1988 will have matured.”

When the minutes of this meeting reached the Sports Commission,
Zhenliang and everyone else were very encouraged, because they could see

that the state leader paid close attention to this struggle, and was fully confi-
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dent that we would recover our legitimate rights in the IOC before the early
1980s. Moreover, taking the long-term view, Deng Xiaoping stated that we
wanted to hold the world’s greatest sports festival in our country in the not-

too-distant future.

Although Deng Xiaoping’s conversation only contained a few short
sentences, for people like Zhenliang who had fought for long years to recover
our nation’s rightful seats in international sport federations, it was as if he had
issued the last mobilization order before the final assault. This assault must

succeed, and all the preparations for its success had been made.

At the beginning of March, after the central authorities approved the
new working plan jointly proposed by the Sports Commission and the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, the Chinese Olympic Committee seized the occasion of
the March meeting of the executive board of the IOC in Lausanne to inform
friends of the essence of the new plan. They divided into three routes: One
route went to Europe, North America, and South America; one route went to
Western and Northern Europe; and one route went to West Asia and Africa.
Zhenliang joined the route that went to Europe and Lausanne. On this trip,
besides preparing for the executive board meeting in March, they also launched
initiatives toward the 81st Session of the IOC to be held in Montevideo, capital
of Uruguay. Everyone split up to work to win over allies, stressing that first
we would put into play the first plan, and if that could not be carried out, we
would go to the second plan.

On March 10, the executive board of the IOC met in Lausanne. The
Chinese Olympic Committee had been invited by the IOC to present its posi-
tion and answer questions. It was decided that Song Zhong would read out the
statement of the Chinese Olympic Committee presenting our position and
formally propose the first plan. When the executive board asked questions,
Zhenliang would be responsible for answering, and Lou Dapeng would trans-

late it into English. Actually, Zhenliang could have directly answered the ques-
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tions in his skillful French, but considering about the accuracy of the wording
and having more time to consider his answers to questions, he chose to speak

in Chinese and then translated into English, that would be more effective.

In the executive board meeting, Song Zhong read out the statement of
the Chinese Olympic Committee, clarified the history of the relationship be-
tween China and the IOC, pointed out how the previous president of the IOC
had single-handedly created the “Tatwan” problem, and requested sole recog-
nition of the Chinese Olympic Committee located in Beijing. Concerning how
to solve the problem of the participation of Taiwan athletes in international
competitions, Song Zhong followed the first plan and proposed that after our
legitimate rights had been restored and the Taiwan Olympic Committee had
been expelled, we would include athletes from Taiwan Province on our na-

tional team at the Olympic Games.

After Song’s presentation, using the device of raising a question for us to
answer, Killanin revealed to the executive board members that in 1954 the
IOC had recognized the All-China Sports Federation as “Chinese Olympic
Committee,” and not “People’s Republic of China Olympic Committee.” It
was obvious that this point was important because inside the IOC some people
maliciously spread the fallacy that the “People’s Republic of China” was not
“all of China.” Killanin also pointed out, “It is indeed as you say: When the
IOC ‘recognized’ Taiwan it did not go through discussion by the session. I
looked at the files, and no minutes recording the recognition of Taiwan could
be traced at the IOC.” He asked Zhenliang, “You say that the IOC’s recogni-
tion of Taiwan violated its Charter. Please explain why?” Zhenliang pointed
out, “At that time, the Olympic Charter stated that only one national Olym-
pic committee could be recognized in one country. There is but one China in
the world, and so when the 1954 session in Athens recognized the Chinese
Olympic Committee, it is a violation of the Olympic Charter by recognizing
a second Chinese Olympic Committee.” Killanin then raised questions about
how we would invite Taiwan athletes to take part in Chinese national compe-
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titions and make the teams for international competitions, and whether we
wanted to engage in talks with the Taiwan side coordinated by the IOC.

Zhenliang answered them one by one.

Other executive board members also raised a few questions. Only Cross
raised provocative questions. He said, “In fact, the Chinese mainland and Tai- -
wan have two regimes, two governments, each administering its own territory.
The two have existed side by side for many years. When your two govern-
ments have been unable to solve this problem, why indeed do they ask the
IOC to find a way to solve it?” Zhenliang sternly pointed out, “According to
the Olympic Charter, when it recognizes a national Olympic committee, it
should consider the territorial extent and tradition of that country. And as far
as China’s territorial extent and its tradition, there is but one China, and Tai-
wan is part of China. If you talk of regimes and governments, this problem
was solved already. The governments of the world recognize that there is but
one China and that is the People’s Republic of China. China has already estab-
lished diplomatic relations with 119 countries according to this principle. The
United Nations also recognizes that the People’s Republic of China is China’s
sole legitimate representative, and Taiwan is part of China.” At this point,
Cross persisted in being unreasonable and said, “Don’t talk politics. Our sports
have nothing to do with politics.” Zhenliang gave a slight smile and said, “It
was you who raised a political question — I can only give you a political answer.”
This left Cross speechless. Then the Chinese delegation left the meeting.

The plan that we had proposed to the executive board in the morning
underwent discussion in the afternoon. Three draft resolutions were put on
table: 1. It was hoped that we would negotiate with the Taiwan’s sport
organization. Before the conclusion of the talks Taiwan’s recognition would
be suspended and neither side would take part in the Olympic Games; 2. The
meeting only wished that both sides would engage in talks; 3. The IOC would

decide between the two sides who could represent China.
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The USSR’s Vitaly Smirnov and Hungary’s Arpad Csanadi were then
members of the executive board. In that year, a border dispute had arisen be-
tween China and Vietnam, China had launched a self-defense counter-strike,
and as a result changes had occurred in the positions of USSR and Hungary
who originally supported us. Samaranch had left the executive board, having
- completed his term. At the executive board meeting only Tunisia’s Mzali and
France’s Comte Jean de Beaumont clearly supported us. The attitude of Brazil’s
Sylvio de Magalhaes Padilha and Japan’s Kiyokawa were unclear. This being
the case, the executive board meeting only decided that the IOC would invite
us and the Taiwan side to hold joint talks.

On March 12, Killanin sent a telegram to the Chinese Olympic Commit-
tee proposing that the IOC would hold a roundtable on March 27 to invite
China and Taiwan together to discuss the question of the representation of
China in the Olympic Movement. Chinese Olympic Committee president
Zhong Shitong sent a telegram on March 14 agreeing to soothe proposal.
However, the Taiwan side refused. The roundtable was not held.

During the executive board meeting, the IOC’s Director, Mme. Monique
Berlioux had, through the CEO of Adidas, Horst Dassler, explored whether
we would agree to her plan: China and Taiwan together form a unified team
under the name of China to take part in the Olympic Games. Neither side
would raise its national flag, and would only use the IOC’s flag and anthem.
We clearly expressed our disagreement with this plan, pointing out that our
team must raise our national flag and play our national anthem. However, we
simultaneously disclosed the framework of a resolution that we could accept
was: Recognize us as the national Olympic committee with the Taiwan sport
organization as a branch under our committee; they could not raise the illegal
“national flag” nor play the illegal “national anthem” of Taiwan. Within the

scope of these three principles we could consider all kinds of plans.

No concrete results were achieved at this executive board meeting, but
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we did systematically clarify our principal position and expose the fact that the
former leader of the IOC had single-handedly manufactured this shameful farce
of the illegitimate occupation of our nation’s seat by Taiwan’s sport
organization. We also gained the tactical initiative, and our work was success-

ful inside and outside the meeting.

After the meeting, Song Zhong, Zhenliang and the accompanying col-
leagues discussed on the possible outcome of the IOC session in Montevideo: if
the first and second plans would not be passed, what should we do? Everyone
felt we might possibly need to bring out the third plan. Zhenliang was of the
opinion that even if this were so, we could not roll it out at the start. He said,
“This is our last card. In international affairs, there must always be some gains
before yielding a little. Therefore, only when some gains would be assured that
we would reveal our bottom line; otherwise, the consequence would be that
we would be to the mercy of others.” Therefore it was agreed that Zhenliang
would go back to China to ask for instructions and, according to the instruc-

tions of the leading body, we would carry out lobbying in Montevideo.

At home Zhenliang’s idea, was approved, namely: At the very end, if the
IOC could guarantee that it would pass a resolution recognizing us as the orga-
nization for all of China and Taiwan’s organization as a local organization,

then we could bring out the third plan.

But, when Zhenliang arrived in Montevideo at the beginning of April,
he heard that Song Zhong, who had arrived earlier, had already disclosed the
third plan. Zhenliang felt that it was as if our entire hand of cards had been laid
on the table; there was no more room left to bargain. However, since things

had reached this point, we could only wait and see.

According to what we understood from our activities before the meeting,
the only members upon whom we could truly rely to speak on our behalf

were Siperco, Samaranch, and Mzali. Although President Killanin tended to
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support us, he did not want to excessively offend the members who were Tai-
wan sympathizers. Among the members there had been mixed reactions to the
plans proposed by China. There were those who endorsed the first plan, and
some others felt the second plan was a bigger concession. Zhenliang was sur-
prised that, although Song Zhong had already revealed to a few members our
third plan before arriving in Montevideo, it was as if it had not attracted the
attention of the leaders of the IOC.

Therefore, when Song Zhong, Zhenliang, and President Killanin met
before the session, Killanin as usual expressed that many people hoped they
would see the athletes of the People’s Republic of China participate in the
Olympic Games, but many people also did not want to see them accept one
new member while suspending the membership of another. He also raised the
issue of the British court’s ruling that nullified the decision of the IAAF to
expel the Taiwan’s sport organization, which occurred at the end of March,
and said, “Although this ruling did not concern the IOC, we should forestall
that Taiwan encouraged by their success in suing the International Badminton
Federation and the TAAF, would use similar legal actions against the IOC in
Switzerland. The IOC’s lawyers felt that it could be risky if the IOC were to
take strong measures.” However, Killanin said, “According to Siperco, you
can agree to Taiwan’s changing its name to the Olympic Committee of the
Chinese Province of Taiwan, is this true?” Zhenliang and the others gave their
positive answers, at the same time pointing out that the Taiwan side also must
change their flag and anthem. Killanin did not actually feel this plan could be
carried through, because he had sounded out the attitude of the Taiwan au-
thorities on this in the past, and their answer had been neither agreement nor
complete refusal. Therefore, he told Song Zhong and Zhenliang that he had
decided that the executive board would not put any draft resolution at all be-
fore this session, because he “didn’t want to see the executive board divided,
and also did not want to see you defeated.” Song Zhong and Zhenliang felt
they could not miss the oppdrtunity at this session again, so they explicitly
advanced the third plan. They explained in detail our bottom line in what we
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could accept and what we could not with respect to the name, flag, and anthem
of the Taiwan’s sport organization. Finally, Killanin expressed that the change
of name might have some possibility of passing, but if Tatwan refused to change
its name, then it would be an altogether different story.

Verbal Joust with Members

On April 6, at the 81st Session of the IOC, as at the executive board
meeting in Lausanne, we and the Taiwan side entered the assembly hall sepa-
rately to present our statements. The Taiwan delegation entered first, and after
they exited our delegation entered. Before the session, the delegation had al-
ready discussed that, as before, Song Zhong would represent the Chinese Olym-
pic Committee and read a statement. Although we had already revealed our
bottom line to a few friends, we considered it best from a tactical standpoint to
raise only our second plan in the official statement. Later, during the question-
and-answer. period, we could appropriately broaden our preconditions. Also,
it was decided that Zhenliang use Chinese to answer the questions again, and
Lou Dapeng translate them into English.

After Song Zhong read the statement from the Chinese Olympic
Committee, the IOC members began to ask questions. Killanin first asked,
“Why is it irregular that the IOC is recognizing Taiwan?” Clearly, his goal in
raising this question was to allow us the chance to highlight the crucial prob-
lem and further elaborate upon it. Therefore, in his answer Zhenliang did not
repeat again the historical facts already laid out in the statement of the Chinese
Olympic Committee, but rather he emphatically pointed out, “According to
the spirit of the Olympic Charter, only one national Olympic committee can
be recognized in one country. Taiwan is a part of China, and to recognize

separately a Taiwan sport organization violates the Charter.”

Then, 15 questions were directed toward our delegation. Among the ques-

tioners were members from friendly Asian and African countries, and the
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majority of their questions were helping us to further clarify the position de-
clared in our official statement. But some questioners were from countries
who maintained certain discriminatory sentiments or even hostile positions
toward new China, most of them being from the Anglo-Saxon bloc, such as
England’s Marquess of Exeter, Kenya’s Alexander (who was of English descent),
Australia’s David Henry McKenzie, and so on. They wanted to use against us
the card that we lacked the “actual jurisdiction” of Taiwan. Zhenliang felt that
he could not fling out the third plan right at the start; only after repeatedly
explaining the “one China principle” and the substantive point that Taiwan
was a region of China, would he be able to show some flexibility. at the appro-
priate moment. And so he calmly pointed out, “China has over 30 provinces,
municipalities directly under the central government, and autonomous regions;
the sports organizations of these provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions may develop physical education and sports within their geographical
area. The responsibility for developing sport within Taiwan region can be as-
signed to the sport organizations of that region as well. However, only one
national Olympic committee could represent the entire country to oversee the
participation of delegations in Olympic activities abroad. It would be incon-
ceivable that all 30-odd Chinese provinces, municipalities directly under the
central government and autonomous regions would establish Olympic com-

mittees and simultaneously participate in Olympic activities.”

The Marquess of Exeter and Alexander, seeing that the “actual jurisdic-
tion” card had proved ineffectual, asked in rapid-fire sequence, “If you take the
example of Great Britain, Hong Kong has the right to take part in the IOC;
why can’t Taiwan take part?” “You say Hong Kong is different from Taiwan,
that Hong Kong is a problem left over by history — what history is this? After
all, isn’t Taiwan also a problem of history? One ought to be more realistic and
you can’t live in the clouds.”

Zhenliang firmly but calmly answered, “The status of Taiwan and Hong
Kong is different. Taiwan is a part of the Chinese territory. Although it had
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