Page 16

Four historic tackles of the Forties

By Lefty Farnsworth

Four amazing solo open-field tackles played a major role in shaping college
football history during the decade of the Forties. One of the defensive gems
could even be termed the most important single tackle ever made. Everybody
remembers, or has read about, the runs and passes and catches of the great
stars of the sizzling Forties. The wonderful defensive plays, though pub-
licized at the time, seem to gradually disappear from the most competent of
football anthologies.

The four tackles selected by this writer were committed by George Franck of

minnesota, Frankie Albert of Stanford, Tony Minisi of Navy, and John Lujack
of Notre Dame. Anybody got better choices?

HALFBACK GEORGE FRANCK OF MINNESOTA: 19-14 OVER WASHINGTON, SEPT. 28, 1940.

Minnesota rolled undefeated and untied to the national championship in 1940.
The Gophers came very close to having the record erased in the first game of



Page 17

the sea son, however, by a potent Washington club. Another Huskie touchdown
would have resulted in unbeaten Stanford being awarded the national crown at
the end of the 1940 campaign.

Washington faced third down at its own 20 in the fourth quarter, and lined wup
in punt formation. It was a fake, the ball going to Ernie Steele who raced
free down the sideline escorted by All-America center Rudy Mucha. Franck, a
reknowned sprinter, cut across the field to intercept the duo at Minnesota's
42-yard stripe. There was no way to get around Mucha, so Franck, without
regard to personal safety, smashed into blocker and ball carrier, hurling
both out of bounds. A less fearless gridder could never have made the stop.

It took five minutes to revive Franck who was knocked unconscious on the play.

QUARTERBACK FRANKIE ALBERT OF STANFORD: 13-7 OVER CALIFORNIA, NOV. 30, 1940:

Stanford fashioned dits most storied football team in 1940, a Cinderella crew
which swept unscathed to the Rose Bowl. Arch-rival California came within
three feet of producing a touchdown that could have ruined it all. Albert
almost gave the game away, then saved it by taking on half the California
team single-handed,

In the third period Bear halfback Carl Hoberg intercepted an Albert pass just
over the Cal aide of the gridiron, A unit of five blockers materialized

ahead of Hoberg. "Mostly, they were concerned with Albert, since he was in
the deep position and the last obstacle between Hoberg and the goal line. So
they concentrated on him," wrote Prescott Sullivan in the San Francisco

Examiner. Albert refused to be blocked out, and with an Indian defender
coming up from behind, Hoberg was forced to change direction. That's when
Albert waded in and pulled Hoberg down at the one-yard line. "How he did it
probably no one will ever know," said Sullivan. Four plays later Stanford
took over at the spot of Albert's sensational tackle.

HALFBACK TONY (SKIPPY) MINISI OF NAVY: 6-6 TIE WITH NOTRE DAME, NOV. 3, 1945.

They may still be viewing the game films. Notre Dame came within inches of
upsetting one of Navy's greatest football teams in this 1945 classic.

In the last seconds of the contest Notre Dame's Frank Dancewicz passed to
wide-open Phil Colella at about the Middie five. Minisi raced dinto the
picture, grabbed the Irish halfback around the neck and whirled around behind
him, bending the upper part of Colella's body backwards. Colella's Ilegs
seemed to pierce the endzone. The ball did not. Minisi would go on to All-
America fame at Penn after the war, drawing raves for his reverse dashes and
left-handed passes. But because of the combination of coordination and
intelligence involved, a defensive play represents the highlight of Minisi's
football career.

QUARTERBACK JOHNNY LUJACK OF NOTRE DAME: 0-0 TIE WITH ARMY, NOV. 9, 1946.

The two greatest college football teams ever to wage warfare against each
other. Heisman Trophy winners, Outland Award winners, and All-Americans at
nearly every position. A tense, spectacular battle from start to finish.
That's a the background of the most famous of all tie games. The most original
single defensive play of this game, or perhaps any other game in all of foot-
ball history, was produced by LuJack in the third period.

Army's fabled Felix (Doc) Blanchard broke loose around end and had gone 21
yards. A lo-second sprinter with awesome leg drive, few defenders had ever
collared him in the open. Lujack, sprinting across the field, had the only
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shot at Blanchard. Nobody was going to catch the Cadet full-

back from behind. Descriptions vary concerning the play. The

consensus seems to be this. Blanchard slowed just before

contact, dragging a leg, apparently trying to throw Lujack's

timing off. That's when Lujack hit him low, and the impact

was heard in every corner of packed Yankee Stadium. Hitting

Blanchard high would have been no tackle at all. Whatever

the nature of the collision, Blanchard did not go down. He

started to pull away, but LuJack held on and tripped Blanchard up by the ankle
(or the toe, as one report stated).

One wonders what would have happened if Blanchard had not slowed. Lujack
might have bounced off like a fly trying to halt a berserk buffalo. This
writer suspects, however, the tackle would have been easier if Blanchard ne-
ver slowed. It would have been a straight, clean shot. Has any CFHS reader
seen movies of the tackle? The only superior to Lujack in the art of open-
field tackling this writer has ever researched is Walter Eckersall. But
that's another story.
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