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Institutionalized as a fascist game in Mussolini's Italy, football
was exploited domestically in an attempt to develop a sense of
Italian identity and internationally as a diplomatic tool to
improve Italy's standing in the global arena. The 1930s were
the zenith of achievement for Italian football. Italy hosted and
won the 1934 World Cup tournament and retained the trophy
in 1938 in France. In the 1936 Berlin Olympics, Italy won the
soccer tournament with a team of university students,
affirming the nation's international football supremacy. At club
level, calcio was reorganized into a single, national league in
1929—namely, Serie A—after which the first Italian club teams
emerged to dominate European competition and threaten
previous British notions of supremacy.

In this time, Italian Fascism fully exploited the opportunities
football provided to shape public opinion, penetrate daily life,
and reinforce conformity. By politicizing the game, Fascism
also sought to enhance the regime's international prestige and
inculcate nationalist values. The author argues that the
regime's attempt to use sport to formulate identity actually
forced it to recognize existing tensions within society, thereby
paradoxically permitting the existence of diversity and
individuality.

The book serves as a cultural history of Fascism in Italy viewed
through the lens of football.
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International Society of
Football Scholars

The precursor to the International Society of Football Scholars was the
Football Studies Group, which was founded in 1997 to bring together
scholars researching in the area of football studies. The Group was
launched at the inaugural Football Studies Conference, Football and
Identities, held at The University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia.
Since then, the Football and Culture conference was held at the Victoria
University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia and the third conference
of the Football Studies Group was held on the Sunshine Coast in 1999. In
2002, the Football Studies Group was formally incorporated and re-
named the International Society of Football Scholars.

ISFS has an international membership with delegates researching
diverse aspects of football. The aim of the ISFS is to take an active role in
the scholarship of football and will be a conduit for research and the
dissemination of that research, through conferences, newsletters and the
journal. In addition, the ISFS will foster greater cross-code and cross-
cultural research and discussion of football's role in society.

Football Studies, the Journal of the ISFS was the first journal devoted
solely to the cultural, social, political and economic study of football
codes. A limited number of back issues remain.

Membership rates (in Australian dollars):

Individual: $39 (one year)/$75 (two years)
Institutional: $75 (one year)

Please print and fill in the membership form on the Group's website
(www.footballstudies.com), and forward membership forms with
payment (in Australian dollars or credit card) to:

Dr Tara Magdalinski
University of the Sunshine Coast
Maroochydore DC QLD 4558
AUSTRALIA
fax: +61 7 5430 2885
email: magdalinski@usc.edu.au

http://www.footballstudies.com
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