
The first annual congress of the
newly formed Auction Bridge League
of America, which was held at the
Sherman House, Chicago, December
1, 2, 3, was probably a decided dis-
appointment to both the promoters and
the players. Instead of the expected
thousand or more, the attendance on
the first session was only about 180,
of whom 76 were the men in the
championship division.

This was probably due to several
causes, chief of which was the failure
of the management to appoint a press
committee to advertise the affair.
The first and about the only advance
notice of the meeting appeared in the
November number of this magazine.
Another drawback was the fact that
players had to be members of the
League, which cost $10, and the fee
demanded for each pair for each of
the six games was $5. This made it
cost a man and his wife $50. One of
the things that has always drawn large
attendances to the meetings of the
old American Whist League was the
admission of the general public to the
open games just for the card-table fee,
of 50 cents or a dollar a player.

One disappointment to many was
the failure to carry out any of the
novelties advertised in the bulletins
issued by the management. It was
expected that the idea of having a
number of sections of thirteen tables
each to play the usual rubber game,
without any duplicate complications
would attract a large number, but
only three out of more than a
hundred such tables were filled at the
first afternoon session, and the idea
was abandoned.

It was also advertised that the finals
of the championships were to be
played in rubbers, the four pairs mak-
ing the top scores in the qualifying
rounds making two teams of four, and
playing 26 deals in the afternoon and
26 more in the evening on the third
day of the tournament. These 52
deals were to be played in consecutive
order in one room, and then passed in
order to the next room, so that each
team had the same cards in the same
order all day. The dealer of one
team would be the dealer of the other
team in the replay, as the N and S
pair in one room were team mates
of the E and W pair in the other
room.

For some unknown reason this de-
cidedly novel scheme was abandoned,
and instead of the championship show-
ing who were the crack auction bridge
players of the United States, when
the universal rubber game was played,
it was decided to make each individual
deal a match and award a single point
to the team making the most out of
it, which is nothing but the old game
of duplicate, and totally different from
playing to the score, as in regular
auction bridge.

There was not a single table of con-
tract bridge in the whole tournament.
No one seemed to care anything about
that game, their principal objection
to it being the absurd system of scor-
ing; changing the whole thing when
"vulnerable."

Another change from the original
program as announced in the bulletins,
was the admission of "associate mem-
bers" ; that is, women players. This
change came too late for the public
to be made acquainted with it, or it
might have largely augmented the at-
tendance.

In the championships, the original
idea was to allow the four pairs hav-
ing the top scores to pair off as two
teams of four each, so that the eight
best individuals in the country should
fight it out to determine the better
four. This idea was abandoned, and
the pairs entered as from the same

club, even if they were not members
of it. In the women's championship
the runners-up were from four dif-
ferent cities, all comparative strangers
to each other. The scores were ar-
rived at by multiplying the number of
teams by the number of matches and
this again by the number of sessions
of play. In the men's this brought
out 19 teams, with 18 matches, played
in 4 sessions, giving us 1,368 possible
points.

H. P. Jaeger and Carl Apthorp, of
the Cleveland Whist Club, had the
highest pair score, 792½ points; a
percentage of .579; but they could not
play in the finals for fours, as the
other pair from that team did not
make better than fifth.

The winning team of four men was;
T. A. Leitner, Baron Von Zedwitz,
Ely Culbertson, all of the Knicker-
bocker Whist Club of New York, and
R. R. Richards, of the Detroit Athletic
Club. Culbertson and Zedwitz had a
score of .569; Leitner and Richards
.554 The usual galaxy of stars from

the K.W.C., Sidney Lenz, R. J. Lei-
benderfer, Raymonde Balfe, George
Sims and E. A. Wetzler, who have
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This was the distribution in Pro-
blem No. 26:

♥A 9
♣—J 10
♦—Q 8
♠—4

♥— 7 5
♣ —none
♦—10 7 6 4
♠ —5

♥—8 2
♣ —8 6
♦—none
♠—A J 8

♥—K
♣—Q
♦—A
♠—Q 10 6 2

Y
A

Z
B

Hearts are trumps and Z leads. Y
and Z want six tricks. This is how
they get them :—

Z leads the trump, which Y wins
and returns, Z discarding ace of dia-
monds. Y then leads diamond queen,
and Z gets rid of the club. Now Y
can lead two winning clubs, and then
go through B's spade suit, so that B
cannot make anything but the ace.

BRIDGE PROBLEM NO. 27

Y
A

Z

B

Hearts are trumps and Z leads. Y
and Z want all the tricks. How do
they get them? Solution in the Feb-
ruary number.
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been on so many previous champion-
ship teams, were strangely absent from
this tournament.

The runner-up team was all from
the Cleveland Whist Club; E. C.
Wolfe and H. B. Todd. with .524
points: Oscar Mueller and M. W.
Kastriner, with .553. As Jaeger
and Apthorp did not enter as part of
this team, they could not play the
finals.

The women's pair championship was
won by Mrs. Sidney Lovell and Mrs.
Eliot Evans, both of Chicago.

The champion four were Mrs O.
H. Lynch, Mrs. Ely Culbertson of
New York, playing with Mrs. Owen
D. Gilman and Mrs. Louis G. Buss.
both of Chicago. The runner-up four
were Mrs. Carl Robertson of Cleve-
land. Mrs. Rufus Taylor of Houston,
Texas. Mrs. Wm. Orthwein of St.
Louis, and Miss Grace C. Bushman
of Indianapolis.
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