62

fi

GOLF ILLUSTRATED

dge

4l By R F. FOSTER, Adthor of Conltract Hridge, Dridge Taclles, elc,

e PTITU*|arrmr e e s T R ey O Pt iy BT LS S ST SR T A

There is one element in the bidding
at auction bridge, which was one of
the outstanding features of the cham-
pionship play at the bridge congress
in Chicago last December, and that is
what is technically known as "camou-
flage." It is well described in George
Keith's book, "The Art of Successful
Bidding," which sets forth in detail
the system adopted by the players who
have won the championship for fours
for both men and women, and also the
pair championships, for some years
past.

Briefly it is the exact opposite of
the tactics adopted for Contract
Bridge, as camouflage has for its ob-
ject to convey misleading informa-
tion to the opponents, which entails
giving it to the partner at the same
time; whereas in Contract it is es-
sential to give the partner absolutely
dependable information, regardless of
whether it benefits the adversaries or
not.

The success of camouflage bidding
depends on there being a safe retreat
or shift if the scheme does not work
well. Here is an example from Mr.
Reith's book:

—AKS8S5
—109764
—4
—K32
—32 Y —Q97
—KQJ5 —A83
—KQJ8 |A Bl _—_10762
—A938 z —QI6
—J1064
—2
—A953
—10754

The dealer in this case was John
Mattheys, one of the champion four
of the Knickerbocker Whist Club,
who held Z's cards and passed.

A bid a diamond. This is what is
technically known as an "approachin
bid," which avoids the danger of bid-
ding no trumps with only one stopper
between the two major suits, and gives
the other players an opportunity to
disclose their holdings by making it
cheap to bid.

Y, whose cards were held by George
Reith, bids a heart. This is in ac-
cordance with the modern idea that
when partner has nothing to show,
and the probability is that the ad-
versaries will get the contract, it is
well to show a lead while it is cheap
to do so, even with only four cards.

B, whose cards were held by George
Kling, one of the best players in
America, bid one no-trump, havin
every suit stopped and encourage
by his partner's diamond bid, and the
dealer's weakness on the left.

Z sees the opportunity to camou-
flage the hand by concealing his abil-
itf, to assist hearts, so he bids two
clubs. This A doubles, to show B
that he need not be afraid of clubs if
he wants to go on with his no-
trumper. Y passes, as he knows Z
cannot have anything worth-while
pushing in a minor suit, if he had no
original bid as dealer. B goes on to
two no-trumps.

Now Z, after some apparent hesi-
tation and discouragement at A's
doubling his clubs, goes back to his
partner's heart suit, bidding three.

A now sees a chance for some easy
gickings by doubling. B's no-trump

id over Y's heart bid, and Z's ap-
parent denial of that suit, indicates
that B has the hearts well stopped,
but is probably shy on clubs, his suits
being apparently hearts, diamond ace,
and strong spades.

When Y passed, B thought it better
to leave the double in, as the return
to hearts made his three to the queen
look not quite so promising and Z's

club bid was disconcerting. It is a
game hand at three hearts doubled,
with four honors. It is also an easy
Eame hand at no-trumps for A and B,
ut the camouflage tactics adopted b
the dealer prevented them from bid-
ding it.

Such tactics would never do at Con-
tract.

This was the distribution in Prob-
lem No. :

—K
—Q98
—A

—K

—none Y —97
—_none A B —K 106 5
—K 102 —none
—543 Z —none

—none
5
~QI2

Hearts are trumps and Z leads. Y
and Z want five tricks. This is how
they get them:

Z leads spade deuce. If B trumps
and leads club king, Z trumps and
leads another spade, which Y trumps
and makes the club queen, Z discard-
ing the diamond. The rest is obvious.
If B leads a trump instead of the club
king, Z's two spades are good.

If B refuses to trump the first
trick, Y wins the spade and leads the
diamond. If B still refuses to trump,
Y and Z have a cross ruff. If B
trumps the diamond and leads the
club king, Z trumps it and leads a
spade, which Y tramps. The false
opening is the diamond, as B will
trump, lead the club, and if Z trumps
and leads trumps, B makes a club. If
Z starts with a trump and Y leads
spade, B refuses to trump both spade
and diamond.

BRIDGE PrROBLEM No. 30
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Hearts are trumps and Z leads. Y
and Z want six tricks. How do they
get them ? Solution in the May num-
ber.
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