
II. NORTH AMERICAN SPORT AND
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

II-1

Goellner, William A. “The Court Ball Game of the Aboringinal Mayas,”
Research Quarterly, 27, No. 2 (May 1953), 147-168.

The court ball game, devised by the aboriginal Mayas about 700 AD,
was unique to Middle America, and was played until at least 1765. Evi-
dence indicates that the game was played from Guatemala to southeast-
em Arizona. Nobles and the general populace first participated on a re-
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creational basis, but professionalism contributed to the demise of the
game. Based on primary sources and secondary works; 37 notes.

Paul Welch

II-2

Lerch, Harold A. and Paula D. Welch. “A Ball Game Played by The
Florida Seminoles During The Green Corn Festival,” Research Quar-
terly, 49, No. 1 (March 1978), 91-94.

The Seminole Indians of Florida played a ball game during the Green
Corn Festival. The object of the game was to strike a pole with a ball.
The game was not played in a war-like atmosphere or against other
tribes. A racket was used to throw the ball toward the pole. Contact with
American culture has altered the Seminoles’ lifestyle and the game is no
longer widely played. Based on primary sources and secondary works;
16 notes.
Paula Welch

II-3

Wagner, Peter. “American Puritan Literature: A Neglected Field of Re-
search in American Sport History,” Canadian Journal of History of
Sport and Physical Education, 8, No. 2 (December, 1977), 62-75.

The use of contemporary literature is advocated as a supplement to non-
literary material as a research method. A critical and careful examina-
tion of ‘jeremiads’ (sermons) published in New England between 1620
and 1700 indicates that “the religious influence on both attitudes and
behavior of the Puritan Laymen was minimal.” There also appeared to
be little difference between the behavior of church members and non-
members. In spite of the warnings in the jeremiads, drinking, dancing,
sports and pastimes appear to have continued unabated on the Sabbath,
lecture Days, and holidays. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 46 notes.

Peter Donnelly

II-4

Thayer, John B. “Early Years of the University Barge Club of Philadel-
phia,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, 29 (1905),
282-295.
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One of the earliest manifestations of collegiate sport was the develop-
ment of boat clubs. At first these organizations were primarily social,
but in time competition against rival clubs became the basis of their ex-
istence. The development of the University (Pennsylvania) Barge club is
an example of such development, and activity on the Schuylkill River in
general was the catalyst which spurred college students to participate in
such activities. Based on the personal reminiscences of the author who
was an original member of the club.

Ray Doyle

II-5

Van Dalen, Deobold B. “Political Cartoons Employing Sports as a Com-
munication Media,” Canadian Journal of History of Sport and Physical
Education 47, No. 7 (October 1976), 39-57.

During the nineteenth century, publishers, journalists and cartoonists in
the United States and England used graphic humor with a sporting mo-
tive to deliver political messages. They used combative sports (including
blood sports), footraces, horseraces, gymnastics (circus and gymnasium-
type), and baseball activities to support or ridicule the acumen of politi-
cians running for public office or to portray their stance on certain issues
of the day. Sport imagery during the period was used extensively to: (1)
promote the candidacy of a favored politician, (2) enlighten voters on
the strengths or shortcomings of politicians, (3) exprss public fears or
dissatisfaction, (4) attack evils, (5) inform or inflame the public about
issues, an (6) test or crystallize dissent or consensus. Thus, sport, a com-
mon social denominator to which most Americans could relate, became
a central component for delivering political messages. Based on primary
sources and secondary works; 66 notes.

Robert K. Barney

II-6

Jackson, W. Turrentine. “Racing From Reno to Virginia City by Wells
Fargo and Pacific Union Expresses,”Nevada Historical Society Quar-
terly, 20, No. 2 (Summer 1977), 75-91.

In 1868 and 1869 Wells, Fargo and Company and the Pacific Union Ex-
press Company vied for the business of carrying mail, freight, and pas-
sengers in California, Oregon,and Nevada. From t ime to t ime
competitions of a sporting nature developed (especially in Nevada and
in the Los Angeles area) and contests were held between the two compa-
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nies to see which could “get there first with the mail.” Both companies
sought to capitalize upon the excitement and the favorable public rela-
tions which the horse (and sometimes buckhorse) races created along
their routes. The public press stimulated interest in the races by giving
them extensive newspaper coverage. Betting on the riders and coaches
were common. The races were discontinued in December 1869 when Pa-
cific Union sold its holdings to the Wells Fargo Company. Based on pri-
mary sources and secondary works; 64 notes; 4 illustrations.

Roberta J. Park

II-7

Thelin, John R. “California and The Colleges,” California Historical
Quarterly, 56, No. 2 and 3 (Summer 1977-Fall 1977), 140-63, 230-49.

The growth and development of’ . . . California’s complicated, massive,
and highly successful educational system combining the University of
California, the California State College and University system, commu-
nity colleges, and over ninety private colleges and universities . . .” are
discussed. Considerable attention is given to various aspects of intercol-
legiate athletics which includes a section on “Athletic Nicknames, Mas-
cots and Symbols.” Football, track, and other intercollegiate sports have
made several institutions prominent, fostered civic pride, and conveyed
to the rest of the United States the contributions of California’s
institutions of higher education. Several interesting and useful correc-
tions to the generally held historical account of intercollegiate athletics
in California are offered. 97 notes, 23 photos.

Roberta J. Park

II-8

Seymour, Harold. “St. Louis and the Union Baseball War,” Missouri
Historical Review, 51, No. 3 (April 1957), 257-269.

This article sheds light on the beginning of the dispute over baseball’s re-
serve clause,” that part of a player’s contract that binds him to the team
for that season and subsequent years by virtue of the team’s right to “re-
serve” him. In 1884 Henry V. Lucas of St. Louis first challenged the
clause by helping to establish a third league in addition to the National
League (1876) and the American Association (1882). The Union Asso-
ciation stocked its roster with stars from the older leagues which was in
violation of the players’ contracts. Although the league folded after its
initial season, the controversy continued. Management was torn between
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blacklisting the players or allowing them to rejoin their original teams.
The players were reinstated, but the debate continues over whether the
clause is a violation of individual freedom or essential to the mainte-
nance of professional baseball. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 59 notes.

Garold L. Cole

II-9

Seymoure, Harold. “Ball, Bat and Bar,” Cleveland-Marshall Law Re-
view, 6, No. 3 (September 1957), 534-544.

Although dated by recent developments, this 1957 article discusses
whether or not organized baseball is essentially a business or a sport, re-
views court rulings, and makes predictions for its future legal classifica-
tion. The author believes baseball to be a big business and, especially
with regard to the reserve clause, utilizes restrictive practices to main-
tain a monopoly over consumer markets. Although baseball had not been
treated by the courts as a business, by the early 1950s the Supreme
Court handed the issue over to the Congress for public discussion. Mr.
Seymour predicted that antitrust laws would be applied, but because of
public pressure to keep organized baseball in operation they would be
given only limited application. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 26 notes.
Garold L. Cole

II-10
Tattersall, John C., “The Grand Slam Story,” Baseball Research Journal
4 (1975), 19-25.

Baseball’s leading authority on homeruns traces the history of baseball’s
dramatic offensive weapon, the grand slam homerun, from its big league
beginnings through the 1974. The author’s lifelong compilations are
summarized by useful charts. No notes.
David Q. Voigt

II-11

Hilton, George W. “Comiskey Park,” Baseball Research Journal 3
(1974), 3-10.

Major league baseball’s oldest active park is a classic of baseball stadium
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architecture. Designed by Chicago architect Zachary Taylor Davis, the
park gained “esteem through long acquaintance and effective service,”
and established Davis as an expert in ballpark design. Davis’ continuing
modifications included the installation of lights for night baseball in
1939 and the expansion of the seating capacity in 1962. Withal, Comis-
key Park survives as an architectural testimony to American baseball’s
dynamic history. No notes.
David Q. Voigt

II-12

Smelser, Marshal. “First Stringers, Journeymen, Strangers, Ambulances,
Life Guards,” Baseball Research Journal, 1 (1972), 44-49.

The scholarly biographer of Babe Ruth traces major league baseball’s
stylistic revolutions from a low scoring, pitcher-dominated, “scientific”
style of ball to the slugging, homerun style of the Ruthian era. One con-
sequence of the revolution was the employment of relief pitching spe-
cialists to cope with the new offensive style. Based on newspaper sources
and the Macmillan Encyclopedia of Baseball. No notes.

David Q. Voigt

II-13

Patterson, Ted. “Waite Hoyt, Broadcaster,” Baseball Research Journal,
3 (1974), 67-75.

Hall of Fame pitcher Waite Hoyt, after winning 237 major league
games, launched a second career as pioneer radio and television
sportscaster. One of the first players to enter this new industry, Hoyt
brought greatly needed authenticity to play-by-play descriptions. As
broadcaster of Cincinnati Reds games from 1942 to 1965, Hoyt won ac-
claim for his accurate analyses. His example paved the way for the in-
creasing employment of players in radio and television sportscasting.
Based on interviews. No notes.

David Q. Voigt

II-14

Jebsen, Harry. Sports: A Microcosm of Twentieth-Century America. St.
Louis: Forum Press, 1978. 13 pp. (The Forum Series, FA 153)
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The purpose of this essay is to “explore some of the ways in which sports
have had an impact on American development.” Sports jargon has per-
meated our vocabularies; sports heroes have provided us with emotional
relief in times of national tension; and, in a less positive vein, sport has
sanctioned violence on the field where it has been rejected in society.
Using several themes, the author shows how sports have reflected socie-
tal changes. As American society became more open, sports opened up
to minorities. The bureaucratization of business and government has
been adopted by organized sport. And, the moods of the nation have
been depicted in the way the sports of a given era have been pursued. 16
suggestions for future reading: no notes.

Garold Cole

II-15

McBride, Paul. “Peter Roberts and the YMCA Americanization Pro-
gram 1907-World I,” Pennsylvania History, 45, No. 2 (April 1977),
145-162.

From 1907 to World War I the YMCA played a major role in the Amer-
icanization of immigrants. Americans of the period viewed the influx of
non-Anglo-Saxon immigrants as a threat to their culture and heritage.
To assist the immigrants in adapting to their new homeland, the YMCA
established an Immigration Division. Peter Roberts was one of its first
members. Although Roberts’ approach was concerned with the total wel-
fare of the immigrant, he had to make concessions to the industrialists
and militant patriots of the time. Some immigrant groups viewed Rob-
erts’ teaching method as harsh and crude, but most appreciated his
Americanization program. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 32 notes.
Maxine Grace Hunter

II-16

Cope, Myron. “The Game That Was,” Sports Illustrated, 31 (October
13, 1969), 86-106.

Early football players, such as Ed Healey, Indian Joe Guyon, Ole
Haugsrud, Red Grange, and Clarke Hinkle provide insight to the eco-
nomics and moral fiber of professional football in its formative years. Ed
Healey tells how he refused a lucrative coaching offer from C. C. (Cash
and Carry) Pyle because Pyle had been married and divorced three
times. Ole Haugsrud’s players told him not to worry about paying them
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until he was able to do so. From this atmosphere, professional football
emerged and grew. Based on interviews; no notes.

Maxine Grace Hunter

II-17

Cope, Myron. “A Life for Two Tough Texans,” Sports Illustrated, 31
(October 20, 1969), 86-102.

The color and drama of professional football in the pre-television era is
described by Bulldog Turner, Sammy Baugh, and Art Rooney. Many
amusing anecdotes give insight into the games and players of the time.
Art Rooney, for example, explains how he signed Whizzer White, cur-
rently serving on the Supreme Court, to a contract for the unheard salary
of $15,800. He believed that White would add both respectability and
notoriety to the professional game. Based on inerviews; no notes.
Maxine Grace Hunter

II-18

Davenport, Joanna. “The Women’s Movement into the Olympic
Games,” Journal of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, 49, No.
3 (March 1978), 58-60.

This essay presents the struggle of American women for acceptance and
endorsement of female Olympians. Conbertin did not include women in
his plan for the revival of the games and believed they should not be al-
lowed to compete. Although women participated as early as 1900, it was
1920 before the United States Olympic Committee sent women to the
games. Based on primary sources and secondary works; 17 notes.

Miriam F. Shelden
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II. NORTH AMERICAN SPORT AND
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

II-1

Goellner, William A. “The Court Ball Game of the Aboringinal Mayas,”
Research Quarterly, 27, No. 2 (May 1953), 147-168.

The court ball game, devised by the aboriginal Mayas about 700 AD,
was unique to Middle America, and was played until at least 1765. Evi-
dence indicates that the game was played from Guatemala to southeast-
em Arizona. Nobles and the general populace first participated on a re-

39



creational basis, but professionalism contributed to the demise of the
game. Based on primary sources and secondary works; 37 notes.

Paul Welch

II-2

Lerch, Harold A. and Paula D. Welch. “A Ball Game Played by The
Florida Seminoles During The Green Corn Festival,” Research Quar-
terly, 49, No. 1 (March 1978), 91-94.

The Seminole Indians of Florida played a ball game during the Green
Corn Festival. The object of the game was to strike a pole with a ball.
The game was not played in a war-like atmosphere or against other
tribes. A racket was used to throw the ball toward the pole. Contact with
American culture has altered the Seminoles’ lifestyle and the game is no
longer widely played. Based on primary sources and secondary works;
16 notes.
Paula Welch

II-3

Wagner, Peter. “American Puritan Literature: A Neglected Field of Re-
search in American Sport History,” Canadian Journal of History of
Sport and Physical Education, 8, No. 2 (December, 1977), 62-75.

The use of contemporary literature is advocated as a supplement to non-
literary material as a research method. A critical and careful examina-
tion of ‘jeremiads’ (sermons) published in New England between 1620
and 1700 indicates that “the religious influence on both attitudes and
behavior of the Puritan Laymen was minimal.” There also appeared to
be little difference between the behavior of church members and non-
members. In spite of the warnings in the jeremiads, drinking, dancing,
sports and pastimes appear to have continued unabated on the Sabbath,
lecture Days, and holidays. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 46 notes.

Peter Donnelly

II-4

Thayer, John B. “Early Years of the University Barge Club of Philadel-
phia,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, 29 (1905),
282-295.
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One of the earliest manifestations of collegiate sport was the develop-
ment of boat clubs. At first these organizations were primarily social,
but in time competition against rival clubs became the basis of their ex-
istence. The development of the University (Pennsylvania) Barge club is
an example of such development, and activity on the Schuylkill River in
general was the catalyst which spurred college students to participate in
such activities. Based on the personal reminiscences of the author who
was an original member of the club.

Ray Doyle

II-5

Van Dalen, Deobold B. “Political Cartoons Employing Sports as a Com-
munication Media,” Canadian Journal of History of Sport and Physical
Education 47, No. 7 (October 1976), 39-57.

During the nineteenth century, publishers, journalists and cartoonists in
the United States and England used graphic humor with a sporting mo-
tive to deliver political messages. They used combative sports (including
blood sports), footraces, horseraces, gymnastics (circus and gymnasium-
type), and baseball activities to support or ridicule the acumen of politi-
cians running for public office or to portray their stance on certain issues
of the day. Sport imagery during the period was used extensively to: (1)
promote the candidacy of a favored politician, (2) enlighten voters on
the strengths or shortcomings of politicians, (3) exprss public fears or
dissatisfaction, (4) attack evils, (5) inform or inflame the public about
issues, an (6) test or crystallize dissent or consensus. Thus, sport, a com-
mon social denominator to which most Americans could relate, became
a central component for delivering political messages. Based on primary
sources and secondary works; 66 notes.

Robert K. Barney

II-6

Jackson, W. Turrentine. “Racing From Reno to Virginia City by Wells
Fargo and Pacific Union Expresses,”Nevada Historical Society Quar-
terly, 20, No. 2 (Summer 1977), 75-91.

In 1868 and 1869 Wells, Fargo and Company and the Pacific Union Ex-
press Company vied for the business of carrying mail, freight, and pas-
sengers in California, Oregon,and Nevada. From t ime to t ime
competitions of a sporting nature developed (especially in Nevada and
in the Los Angeles area) and contests were held between the two compa-
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nies to see which could “get there first with the mail.” Both companies
sought to capitalize upon the excitement and the favorable public rela-
tions which the horse (and sometimes buckhorse) races created along
their routes. The public press stimulated interest in the races by giving
them extensive newspaper coverage. Betting on the riders and coaches
were common. The races were discontinued in December 1869 when Pa-
cific Union sold its holdings to the Wells Fargo Company. Based on pri-
mary sources and secondary works; 64 notes; 4 illustrations.

Roberta J. Park

II-7

Thelin, John R. “California and The Colleges,” California Historical
Quarterly, 56, No. 2 and 3 (Summer 1977-Fall 1977), 140-63, 230-49.

The growth and development of’ . . . California’s complicated, massive,
and highly successful educational system combining the University of
California, the California State College and University system, commu-
nity colleges, and over ninety private colleges and universities . . .” are
discussed. Considerable attention is given to various aspects of intercol-
legiate athletics which includes a section on “Athletic Nicknames, Mas-
cots and Symbols.” Football, track, and other intercollegiate sports have
made several institutions prominent, fostered civic pride, and conveyed
to the rest of the United States the contributions of California’s
institutions of higher education. Several interesting and useful correc-
tions to the generally held historical account of intercollegiate athletics
in California are offered. 97 notes, 23 photos.

Roberta J. Park

II-8

Seymour, Harold. “St. Louis and the Union Baseball War,” Missouri
Historical Review, 51, No. 3 (April 1957), 257-269.

This article sheds light on the beginning of the dispute over baseball’s re-
serve clause,” that part of a player’s contract that binds him to the team
for that season and subsequent years by virtue of the team’s right to “re-
serve” him. In 1884 Henry V. Lucas of St. Louis first challenged the
clause by helping to establish a third league in addition to the National
League (1876) and the American Association (1882). The Union Asso-
ciation stocked its roster with stars from the older leagues which was in
violation of the players’ contracts. Although the league folded after its
initial season, the controversy continued. Management was torn between
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blacklisting the players or allowing them to rejoin their original teams.
The players were reinstated, but the debate continues over whether the
clause is a violation of individual freedom or essential to the mainte-
nance of professional baseball. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 59 notes.

Garold L. Cole

II-9

Seymoure, Harold. “Ball, Bat and Bar,” Cleveland-Marshall Law Re-
view, 6, No. 3 (September 1957), 534-544.

Although dated by recent developments, this 1957 article discusses
whether or not organized baseball is essentially a business or a sport, re-
views court rulings, and makes predictions for its future legal classifica-
tion. The author believes baseball to be a big business and, especially
with regard to the reserve clause, utilizes restrictive practices to main-
tain a monopoly over consumer markets. Although baseball had not been
treated by the courts as a business, by the early 1950s the Supreme
Court handed the issue over to the Congress for public discussion. Mr.
Seymour predicted that antitrust laws would be applied, but because of
public pressure to keep organized baseball in operation they would be
given only limited application. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 26 notes.
Garold L. Cole

II-10
Tattersall, John C., “The Grand Slam Story,” Baseball Research Journal
4 (1975), 19-25.

Baseball’s leading authority on homeruns traces the history of baseball’s
dramatic offensive weapon, the grand slam homerun, from its big league
beginnings through the 1974. The author’s lifelong compilations are
summarized by useful charts. No notes.
David Q. Voigt

II-11

Hilton, George W. “Comiskey Park,” Baseball Research Journal 3
(1974), 3-10.

Major league baseball’s oldest active park is a classic of baseball stadium
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architecture. Designed by Chicago architect Zachary Taylor Davis, the
park gained “esteem through long acquaintance and effective service,”
and established Davis as an expert in ballpark design. Davis’ continuing
modifications included the installation of lights for night baseball in
1939 and the expansion of the seating capacity in 1962. Withal, Comis-
key Park survives as an architectural testimony to American baseball’s
dynamic history. No notes.
David Q. Voigt

II-12

Smelser, Marshal. “First Stringers, Journeymen, Strangers, Ambulances,
Life Guards,” Baseball Research Journal, 1 (1972), 44-49.

The scholarly biographer of Babe Ruth traces major league baseball’s
stylistic revolutions from a low scoring, pitcher-dominated, “scientific”
style of ball to the slugging, homerun style of the Ruthian era. One con-
sequence of the revolution was the employment of relief pitching spe-
cialists to cope with the new offensive style. Based on newspaper sources
and the Macmillan Encyclopedia of Baseball. No notes.

David Q. Voigt

II-13

Patterson, Ted. “Waite Hoyt, Broadcaster,” Baseball Research Journal,
3 (1974), 67-75.

Hall of Fame pitcher Waite Hoyt, after winning 237 major league
games, launched a second career as pioneer radio and television
sportscaster. One of the first players to enter this new industry, Hoyt
brought greatly needed authenticity to play-by-play descriptions. As
broadcaster of Cincinnati Reds games from 1942 to 1965, Hoyt won ac-
claim for his accurate analyses. His example paved the way for the in-
creasing employment of players in radio and television sportscasting.
Based on interviews. No notes.

David Q. Voigt

II-14

Jebsen, Harry. Sports: A Microcosm of Twentieth-Century America. St.
Louis: Forum Press, 1978. 13 pp. (The Forum Series, FA 153)
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The purpose of this essay is to “explore some of the ways in which sports
have had an impact on American development.” Sports jargon has per-
meated our vocabularies; sports heroes have provided us with emotional
relief in times of national tension; and, in a less positive vein, sport has
sanctioned violence on the field where it has been rejected in society.
Using several themes, the author shows how sports have reflected socie-
tal changes. As American society became more open, sports opened up
to minorities. The bureaucratization of business and government has
been adopted by organized sport. And, the moods of the nation have
been depicted in the way the sports of a given era have been pursued. 16
suggestions for future reading: no notes.

Garold Cole

II-15

McBride, Paul. “Peter Roberts and the YMCA Americanization Pro-
gram 1907-World I,” Pennsylvania History, 45, No. 2 (April 1977),
145-162.

From 1907 to World War I the YMCA played a major role in the Amer-
icanization of immigrants. Americans of the period viewed the influx of
non-Anglo-Saxon immigrants as a threat to their culture and heritage.
To assist the immigrants in adapting to their new homeland, the YMCA
established an Immigration Division. Peter Roberts was one of its first
members. Although Roberts’ approach was concerned with the total wel-
fare of the immigrant, he had to make concessions to the industrialists
and militant patriots of the time. Some immigrant groups viewed Rob-
erts’ teaching method as harsh and crude, but most appreciated his
Americanization program. Based on primary sources and secondary
works; 32 notes.
Maxine Grace Hunter

II-16

Cope, Myron. “The Game That Was,” Sports Illustrated, 31 (October
13, 1969), 86-106.

Early football players, such as Ed Healey, Indian Joe Guyon, Ole
Haugsrud, Red Grange, and Clarke Hinkle provide insight to the eco-
nomics and moral fiber of professional football in its formative years. Ed
Healey tells how he refused a lucrative coaching offer from C. C. (Cash
and Carry) Pyle because Pyle had been married and divorced three
times. Ole Haugsrud’s players told him not to worry about paying them
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until he was able to do so. From this atmosphere, professional football
emerged and grew. Based on interviews; no notes.

Maxine Grace Hunter

II-17

Cope, Myron. “A Life for Two Tough Texans,” Sports Illustrated, 31
(October 20, 1969), 86-102.

The color and drama of professional football in the pre-television era is
described by Bulldog Turner, Sammy Baugh, and Art Rooney. Many
amusing anecdotes give insight into the games and players of the time.
Art Rooney, for example, explains how he signed Whizzer White, cur-
rently serving on the Supreme Court, to a contract for the unheard salary
of $15,800. He believed that White would add both respectability and
notoriety to the professional game. Based on inerviews; no notes.
Maxine Grace Hunter

II-18

Davenport, Joanna. “The Women’s Movement into the Olympic
Games,” Journal of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, 49, No.
3 (March 1978), 58-60.

This essay presents the struggle of American women for acceptance and
endorsement of female Olympians. Conbertin did not include women in
his plan for the revival of the games and believed they should not be al-
lowed to compete. Although women participated as early as 1900, it was
1920 before the United States Olympic Committee sent women to the
games. Based on primary sources and secondary works; 17 notes.

Miriam F. Shelden
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