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Howett, Corin. Northern Sandlots: A Social History of Maritime Baseballoronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1995. Pp. 285. Notes, index, 24 b/w photos. $50 cb.,
$18.95 pb.

This book, which makes a serious attempt to analyze the social significance
of baseball in historic New England and Atlantic Canada, provides a welcome
antidote to the miasma of snobbery about sport that suffuses some scholarship.
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Having stated publicly that this work is the best piece of sport history ever done
in Atlantic Canada, nonetheless, |1 remain unconvinced by Colin Howellis central
argument.

Howell correctly demonstrates that baseball was an integral part of small-
town life in northeastern America from the latter half of the 19th century until
the end of the 1950s. Howell interprets baseballis demise in a summary statement
early in the book:

Gradually detached from its roots in community and neighborhood
experience, the game was relentlessly drawn into the post-industrial
consumer-oriented society, where it could be marketed as a commodity
in a mass marketplace. Contemporary baseball has since become an
integral component of the ésociety of the spectacle,i revealing all of the
slickness, glitter, and seductive rationality of the modern capitalistic world.

(p. 10)

While the quote accurately describes the evolution of modern major-league
baseball, to say that the change explains the demise of the sport in the Maritime
Provinces assumes much that does not withstand critical questions and
comparisons. For example:

1. How is it that hockey, basketball, and soccer, which underwent the same
transition at the commercial level, are more popular than ever in the Maritimes?

2. Softball has usurped baseballis role in the Maritime community, a transition
that took place for far more mundane reasons than those espoused by Howell.
Softball was played in street clothes, making it cheaper; it required relatively
little equipment, it took up less space; it could be played at a much lower economic
level; and it allowed women to participate (Women were generally unable to
make the long throw in from the outfield that baseball required). Softball also
enjoyed a dedicated administration that developed youth teams with the inevitable
feed into more serious competitive levels.

Northern Sandlotskillfully debunks the myths surrounding baseballis origins;
it explores well baseballis importance in the lives of African Americans, Native
Americans, and ethnic subgroups such as Irish Catholics. It also explores the
relationship between sport and theater. It allows the reader to re-live the iglory
daysT of Maritime baseball in all its nostalgic magic. It examines in detail semi-
pro baseball and its failed attempt to make profit. It treats the gambling ethic of
the day and its preponderance in Maritime sport. Howellis youthful baseball days
in Nova Scotiais Annapolis Valley have helped direct this very serious scholarship
toward a subject with which he is obviously enamored. While the book teaches
much about baseball history and sport in society, the anecdotal materials keep
the reader smiling as all this learning takes place.

—A.J. “SANDY” YOUNG
Dalhousie University

98 Volume 24, Number 1



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Journal of Sport History, Volume 24 Number 1, Spring 1997
	Contents
	Articles
	Iron Bodies: Women, War, and Sport in the Early Communist Movement in Modern China
	Viking Girls, Mermaids, and Little Brown Men: U.S. Journalism and the 1932 Olympics

	Research Note
	Fleeting Evidence: A Case Study of Handwriting and History

	Film, Media, and Museum Reviews
	A Roundtable Discussion. Virtual Games: The Media Coverage of the 1996 Olympics. (Media Review) 
	Rings: Five Passions in World Art. (Museum Review)
	The Nazi Olympics: Berlin 1936. (Museum Review) 
	The Ancient Olympics: Athletes, Games, and Heroes. (Film Review) 
	Mystic Seaport Museum. (Museum Review) 
	The National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame. (Museum Review)

	Book Reviews
	Cox, Richard William. The Internet as a Resource for the Sports Historian. Cox, Richard William. History of Sport: A Guide to the Literature and Sources of Information. Cox, Richard William. Index of Sporting Manuscripts in the UK. (Book Review) 
	Kennell, Nigel M. The Gymnasium of Virtue: Education and Culture in Ancient Sparta. (Book Review)  
	Rizzi, Alessandra. Ludus/Ludere: Giocare in Italia alla fine del medio evo. (Book Review) 
	Howell, Colin. Northern Sandlots: A Social History of Maritime Baseball. (Book Review)
	Munting, Roger. An Economic and Social History of Gambling in Britain and the USA. (Book Review)
	Daniels, Bruce C. Puritans at Play: Leisure and Recreation in Colonial New England. (Book Review) 
	Findling, John E. and Pelle, Kimberly D., eds. Historical Dictionary of the Modern Olympic Movement. (Book Review) 
	Martin, Scott C. Killing Time: Leisure and Culture in Southwestern Pennsylvania, 1800-1850. (Book Review)
	Higgs, Robert J. God in the Stadium: Sports and Religion in America. (Book Review) 
	Wiggins, David K. (ed.). Sport in America: From Wicked Amusement to National Obsession. (Book Review) 
	Leifer, Eric M. Making the Majors: The Transformation of Team Sports in America. (Book Review) 
	Riess, Steven A. Sport in Industrial America 1850-1920. (Book Review) 
	Raitz, Karl (ed.). The Theater of Sport. (Book Review)
	Gorn, Elliott J. (ed.). Muhammad Ali: The People's Champ. (Book Review) 
	Sullivan, Dean (ed.). Early Innings: A Documentary History of Baseball, 1825-1908. (Book Review) 
	Zang, David W. Fleet Walker's Divided Heart: The Life of Basebal's First Black Major Leaguer. (Book Review)  
	Ritchie, Andrew. Major Taylor: The Extraordinary Career of a Champion Bicycle Racer. (Book Review)

	Journal Surveys
	General. (Journal Survey)
	North America. (Journal Survey) 
	United Kingdom. (Journal Survey)
	Europe and Gulf States. (Journal Survey) 
	Latin America and Africa. (Journal Survey)
	Asia and Australia. (Journal Survey) 

	  Announcements 


	book review book reviews: book review book reviews


