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Magrks, LynnNe. Revivals and Roller Rinks: Religion, Leisure, and Identity in Late-
Nineteenth-Century Small-Town Ontartudies in Gender and History Series.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1996. Pp. xi, 330. Notes, illustrations,
bibliography, index, appendices, tables. $19.95 pb., $55.00 cb.

Revivals and Roller Rinkpart of the University of Toronto Press’s Studies
in Gender and History series, has much to offer sport historians interested in
nineteenth-century leisure, culture, and identity. With its focus on Protestantism
in small-town Ontario, this interesting and very readable work offers a new look
at, and context for, the relationship between sport and the construction of
masculinity and the role of sport in the late nineteenth-century searches for
‘respectability.”

Marks uses the lenses of religion and leisure in three small towns (Ingersoll,
Thorold, and Campbellfor, Ontario) to study the hegemonic force of late
nineteenth-century evangelical Protestantism. In doing so she shows the
complexity of both culture and identity. Her focus on the subtleties of gender,
class, age, and family status in individual and group identity is refreshing, especially
when she points out the tensions between ideology and social behavior. In
addressing the question of how dominant and unifying mainstream Protestant
culture was, she provides a range of intersecting issues that influenced the larger
social meanings surrounding small-town religion and leisure. She shows that
even among those who appeared at the center of Protestant hegemonic culture,
consensus was nevertheless elusive.

This is a well-integrated, thoughtful, and well-researched work Marks draws
from impressive and broad-based secondary literature, which includes works on
social theory, religion, labor, and women’s and gender history, as well as Canadian
and American sport history. Her attention to detail is impressive; she is meticulous
in the laying out of her argument and in her use of historical sources. The local-
level archival data used includes church records, newspapers, municipal records,
city directories, manuscript censuses, and assessment rolls. The appendix on
methodological notes is a welcome addition, since it critically discusses these
sources and identifies their limitations. The Philadelphia Project Index is used to
classify the vast amount of occupational data collected on the individuals studied.
The summary of the data on the social class backgrounds of churches, fraternal
orders, sports club members, and so on, are found in thirty-four tables. Tucked
away at the end of the book in appendix C, these tables do not intrude on the
flow or readability of Marks’s prose.

Chapters are devoted to a variety of themes and issues relating to religion,
leisure, and identity. They focus on the culture of church involvement in small-
town Ontario; the gender and class dimensions of church associations; the rhetoric
of the evangelical Protestant moral code and its divisions; male worlds of leisure
and associational life; the predominantly working-class-oriented Salvation Army
and the Knights of Labor, and religious revivalism.
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Of particular interest to sport historians will be the chapters “Rough and
Respectable” and “Mostly Male Worlds: Leisure and Associational Life,” which
identify the extremes of local leisure behaviors for males and females, and the
chiefly male world of voluntary associations (i.e., fire departments, fraternal orders,
bands, and sports teams) where leisure pursuits were largely closed to women of
all classes. Yet, while Marks juxtaposes the narrowness of leisure options available
to females against the plethora of options available to males, she captures and
contextualizes well the richness of those activities in which females engaged.
And while sport historians have long been familiar with the ‘Muscular Christian’
ethos of late nineteenth-century amateur sport, much has been made of middle-
class approaches, often to the neglect of workers. Marks provides a fuller
assessment of the rootedness of Muscular Christianity in class culture, while
squarely placing the ethos within the religious and social history of the broader
Protestant evangelical tradition.

Overall, this is a fine piece of social history that will no doubt be of interest
and value to sport historians, particularly historians of the working classes and
historians of the amateur movement. To be sure, this work indicates that sport
history is being well integrated into other types of history by scholars such as
Marks.

—Nancy B. Bouchier
McMaster University

Montreal

420 Volume 24, Number 3



	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Journal of Sport History, Volume 24 Number 3, Fall 1997
	Contents
	Articles
	Sporting Activities in the American-Mexican Colonies of Texas, 1821-1835. 
	The Manly, the Moral, and the Proficient: College Sport in the New South.
	Foolish and Useless Sport: The Southern Evangelical Crusade Against Intercollegiate Football.
	Dear Sisters' and 'Hated Rivals': Athletics and Gender at Two New South Women's Colleges, 1893-1920.
	Integrating New Year's Day: The Racial Politics of College Bowl Games in the American South.

	Book Forum 
	A Proportionate and Measured Response to the Provocation that is Darwin's Athletes.
	How Not to Misread Darwin's Athletes: A Response to Jeffrey T. Sammons.

	Book Review Essays
	Brawley, Sean. Vigilant and Victorious: A Community History of the Collaroy Surf Life Saving Club, 1911-1995. Brawley, Sean. Beach Beyond: History of the Palm Beach Surf Club, 1921-1996. (Book Review Essay) 
	Pope, S.W. (ed.) The New American Sport History: Recent Approaches and Perspectives. Riess, Steven A. (ed.) Major Problems in American Sport History: Documents and Essays. (Book Review Essay) 

	Book Reviews
	Decker, Wolfgang. Sport in der grieschischen Antike, Vom minoische Wettkampf bis zu den Olypischen Spielen. (Book Review) 
	Grundlingh, Albert, Andre Odendaal and Burridge Spies. Beyond the Tryline: Rugby and South African Society. (Book Review) 
	Fitzgerald, Ross, and Andrew Berkman. The Footy Club: Inside the Brisbane Bears. (Book Review) 
	Nauright, John, and Timothy J. Chandler, eds. Making Men: Rugby and Masculine Identity. (Book Review) 
	Sugden, John. Boxing and Society: An International Analysis. (Book Review) 
	Bale, John and Joe Sang. Kenyan Running. (Book Review)
	Moss, Stirling, with Doug Nye. Fangio: A Pirelli Album. (Book Review) 
	Kidd, Bruce. The Struggle for Canadian Sport. (Book Review) 
	Marks, Lynne. Revivals and Roller Rinks: Religion, Leisure, and Identity in Late-Nineteenth Century Small-Town Ontario. (Book Review) 
	Daub, Merv. Gael Force: A Century of Football at Queen's University. (Book Review) 
	Vennum, Thomas, Jr. American Indian Lacrosse: Little Brother of War. (Book Review) 
	Pope, S.W. Patriotic Games: Sporting Traditions in the American Imagination, 1876-1926. (Book Review) 
	Koppett, Leonard. Sports Illusion, Sports Reality: A Reporter's View of Sports, Journalism, and Society. (Book Review) 
	Brown, Bill. The Material Unconscious: American Amusement, Stephen Crane, and the Economies of Play. (Book Review) 
	Bailey, Steve. Science in the Service of Physical Education and Sport: The Story of the International Council of Sport Science and Physical Education, 1956-1996. (Book Review) 
	Brown, Dona. Inventing New England: Regional Tourism in the Nineteenth Century. (Book Review) 
	Young, David C. The Modern Olympics: A Struggle for Revival. (Book Review) 
	Peterson, Robert W. Pigskin: The Early Years of Pro Football. (Book Review)
	Hotaling, Edward. They're Off!: Horse Racing at Saratoga. (Book Review)
	Springwood, Charles Fruehling. Cooperstown to Dyersville: A Geography of Baseball Nostalgia. (Book Review) 
	Shropshire, Kenneth L. In Black and White: Race and Sports in America. (Book Review) 
	Klein, Alan M. Little Big Men: Bodybuilding Subculture and Gender Construction. (Book Review) 
	Crosset, Todd W. Outsiders in the Clubhouse: The World of Women's Professional Golf. (Book Review) 
	Davis, Laurel. The Swimsuit Issue and Sport: Hegemonic Masculinity in Sports Illustrated. (Book Review) 



	book review book reviews: book review book reviews


