
BOOK REVIEWS

GOKSOYR, MATTI, GERD VON DER LIPPE, and KRISTEN MO, eds. Winter Games,
Warm Traditions. Oslo: Norwegian Society of Sports History-International
Society for the History of Physical Education and Sport, 1997. Pp. 320.

International sports studies congresses are increasingly common in this era,
and the papers delivered at these congresses are more and more frequently collected
and published. Whether publication is boon or bane greatly depends on the
willingness of the editors to make some difficult decisions. Should the desire to
be inclusive override the realization that a contribution is poorly written and in
nearly incomprehensible English, French, or German? If one judges by contents,
the editors of the papers delivered in Lillehammer on the occasion of the 1994
Winter Olympics steered a middle course. Some of the 28 collected contributions
are excellent, some are mediocre, and some are included as acts of mercy (on
behalf of the writer, not the reader). They are all brief and some are positively
cryptic.

The collection begins with Olav Bo’s twelve-page essay, “Skiing through
History,” but the contribution might better have been titled “How We Norwegians
Invented Skiing.” The Norwegian focus continues in two quite informative essays
by Matti Goksoyr, who emphasizes winter sports as a central element of “a
Norwegian national identity,” and by Jens Ljunggren, who traces the history of
the Nordic Games from 1901 to 1926. The Swedish side of these controversial
encounters is covered 250 pages later by Jan Lindroth. Since Winter Games, Warm
Traditions also has brief essays on Fridtjof Nansen (by Horst Ueberhorst and
Lutz Eichenberger), on Trondheim as the birthplace of competitive skiing (by
Kristen MO), and on Norwegian slopes as a venue for Danish tourists (by Jorn
Hansen), the hosts of the Lillehammer congress should be gratified that they
have had their moment in the (winter) sun.

One of the best essays in the collection is written by John B. Allen, who
manages to discuss the worldwide diffusion of skiing up to 1940 in just 15 pages.
Unfortunately, no one seems to have been brave enough to attempt a similar tour
deforce for the last 50 years. There is, however, an excellent essay by Arnd Krüger
on winter sports at the Olympic Games. That contribution is followed, although
not directly, by Roland Rensen’s question-and-answer essay: Why did the host
city include winter sports in the 1920 summer games? Because Antwerp had a
splendid Palais de Glace constructed in 1910 as a rollerskating rink. The Olympics
come into focus again in two essays on Garmisch-Partenkirchen by Gerd von
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der Lippe and Gigiola Gori, in Wolf Krämer-Mandeau’s account of Latin
American participation (which has not yet been rewarded with an Olympic medal),
and in Synthia S. Slowikowski’s postmodernist pages on the appropriation of
Greek symbolism at the winter games.

There are brief essays on winter sports in Iceland, Estonia, Poland, Russia,
Italy, and Canada, but French and American skiers and skaters are given short
shrift. Presumably, no one went to Lillehammer in support of Chamonix or Squaw
Valley. A pair of Chinese scholars attempt to cover some 2,000 years of sports on
ice and snow in seven pages. Michael A. Salter’s excellent paper, “Iroquoian Snow-
Snake,” goes to the other extreme. I, for one, appreciate the sharp focus and the
precise details of Salter’s essay.

Women’s history is well served by Else Tranbaek’s note on female skaters in
Copenhagen and by Gertrud Pfister’s somewhat longer account of German women
who skied “gracefully and elegantly downhill” from 1890 to 1914. There are, in
addition, occasional mentions of Wintersportlerinnen in other contributions.

There are good things in this collection, but I read through the entire volume
with a subliminal sense of dissatisfaction. If I were the czar of sports history, I
would say to the participants at the closing ceremony, “Well done! May I suggest
that you quadruple the length of your paper and send it to the Journal of Sport
History.”

—ALLEN GUTTMANN

Amherst College

338 Volume 25, Number 2


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	Journal of Sport History, Volume 25 Number 2, Summer 1998
	Contents
	Introduction
	Sport History: Into the 21st Century

	Articles 
	Sports Films, History, and Identity 
	Capturing "The African" Body ?  Visual Images and "Imaginative Sports"
	A History of Synchronized Swimming
	Facts and Artefacts: Sports Historians and Sports Museums
	The IT Revolution and the Practice of Sport History: An Overview and Reflection on Internet Research and Teaching Resources 

	Film, Media, and Museum Reviews
	Kings and Diamonds: Negro League Baseball in Film
	Reflections on Creating Critical Sport History for a Popular Audience: The People and the Bay 
	Degas at the Races 
	Prefontaine: The Legend Continues 

	Book Review Essays 
	MacKenzie, Alistair. The Spirit of St. Andrews. Christian, Frank and Cal Brown. Augusta National and the Masters: A Photographer's Scrapbook (Book Review Essay) 
	Matthew, Sidney L. Life and Times of Bobby Jones: Portrait of a Gentleman. Matthew, Sidney L. Secrets of the Master: The Best of Bobby Jones. (Book Review Essay)
	Roberts, Robin and Paul C. Rogers III. The Whiz Kids and the 1950 Pennant. Orodenker, Richard, ed. The Phillies Reader. (Book Review Essay) 

	Book Reviews 
	Ludica, Annali di storia e civilte del gioca, 2 (Book Review) 
	Davis, Robert C. The War of the Fists: Popular Culture and Public Violence in Late Renaissance Venice. (Book Review)
	Tatz, Colin. Obstacle Race - Aborigines in Sport (Book Review) 
	Goksoyr, Matti, Gerd Von der Lippe, and Kristen Mo, eds. Winter Games, Warm Traditions. (Book Review)
	Budd, Michael Anton. The Sculpture Machine: Physical Culture and Body Politics in the Age of Empire. (Book Review)
	Overman, Steven J. The Influence of the Protestant Ethic on Sport and Recreation. (Book Review)
	Gems, Gerald R., ed. Sports in North America. A Documentary History. Volume 5 - Sports Organized, 1880-1900. (Book Review) 
	Bodner, Allen. When Boxing Was a Jewish Sport. (Book Review)
	Evensen, Bruce J. When Dempsey Fought Tunney: Heroes, Hokum, and Storytelling in the Jazz Age. (Book Review)
	Foggia, Lyla. Reel Women: The World of Women Who Fish. (Book Review) 
	Prosterman, Leslie. Ordinary Life, Festival Days: Aesthetics in the Midwestern County Fair. (Book Review)
	Sommers, Robert. U.S. Open: Golf's Ultimate Challenge. (Book Review) 
	Schmidt, Raymond. Two-Eyed League: The Illinois-Iowa of 1890-1892. (Book Review) 
	Honig, Donald, ed. The October Heroes: Great World Series Games Remembered by the Men Who Played Them. (Book Review) 
	Harrigan, Patrick. The Detroit Tigers: Club and Community, 1945-1995. (Book Review) 
	Marburger, Daniel R., ed. Stee-rike Four! What's Wrong with the Business of Baseball? (Book Review)
	Mandel, Brett H. Minor Players, Major Dreams. (Book Review) 
	Good, Howard. Diamonds in the Dark: America, Baseball, and the Movies. (Book Review)
	Jennings, Kenneth M. Swings and Misses: Moribund Labor Relations in Professional Baseball. (Book Review)

	Dissertation Abstracts 
	Journal Surveys 
	North America (Journal Survey) 
	United Kingdom (Journal Survey) 
	Europe (Journal Survey)
	Australia and New Zealand (Journal Survey) 





