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Sport engages the physical abilities of men and women, boys and girls every day, in gym-
nasiums and swimming pools, on sporting fields and playgrounds, on tennis courts and in
other sport venues, in ethnic cultures in both minority and mainstream groups. These
sporting experiences of males and females, however, generate a range of complex meanings
within the contexts of gender and ethnic values and at particular times and places. In fact,
the intersections of ethnicity and gender in shaping sporting activities deserve historical
attention so as to more fully understand the significance of sport in societies and transfor-
mations in sport often influenced by ethnic and immigrant groups. The sporting land-
scape in various cultures reveals the imprints of both ethnicity and gender. This special
issue of the Journal of Sport History examines the ways ethnicity and gender serve as impor-
tant social factors in sporting experiences of men and women in different locales in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Historians investigating the place of ethnicity in culture typically have overlooked the
critical importance of gender in immigration and migration, at least in North American
studies. Moreover, while topics such as religion, politics, family life, education, work, and
community institutions interest the scholars researching ethnic history, sport represents
an area of scant historical inquiry compared to these other facets of life. This absence of
solid scholarly studies of ethnicity, gender and sport in diverse historical contexts prompted
us to bring together substantive research in this issue of the jJournal of Sport History. Donna

i We thank David Wiggins for his encouragement and support of our work in developing this special

issue.
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A. Gabaccia, a leading historian of American ethnicity, has written that “most studies of
the histories of immigrants in the United States begins with the experience of migratory
men disguised as genderless humans,” and that immigrant women “cannot be studied
apart from men of their own backgrounds.” Important studies about the many immi-
grants to America, such as Roger Daniels’ Coming to America: A History of Immigration and
Ethnicity in American Life, provide outstanding valuable information about an immigrant,

which he defines as “a migrant whose move has involved at least crossing one international

frontier.”” Nonetheless, the emphasis remains on men in ethnic life in historical works on

ethnicity until the major impact of research in women’s history. The ways gender and
ethnicity interconnect in dimensions of American life appear in works like Hasia Diner’s

Erin’s Daugbters in America: Irish Immigrant Women in the Nineteenth Century, Alice Kessler-
Harris’s Out to Work: A History of Wage-Earning Women in the United States, and Barbara
Schreier’s Becoming American Women: Clothing and the Jewish Immigrant Experience, 1880-

1920.° Yet even these examinations of ethnicity in the analysis of women largely overlook

sport. Only a few articles explore particular ethnic women’s sporting and leisure experi-

ences in American culture, such as Linda Borish’s work on Jewish American women and
sport and Donna DeBlasio’s work on immigrant women in Youngstown, Ohio.*

Within the borders in Europe, the acrimonious “ethnic cleansing” that ravaged the Balkans
during the 1990s points to the ongoing power and relevance of ethnic identity, and the
need for its study. In the United States such study has encompassed nearly a century, if one
credits Israel Zangwill with the recognition of cultural differences in his 1908 play 7he
Melting Pot. Sociologists, particularly those at the University of Chicago, began more
scholarly analyses of ethnic groups in the 1920s and 1930s, focusing largely on immi-
grants from southern and Eastern Europe.” Oscar Handlin’s 1951 work The Uprooted
centered on Irish immigrants to the eastern seaboard, and his interpretations sparked a
host of responses.®

The social movements of the 1960s spawned a multitude of scholarly developments
on college campuses, culminating in ethnic, racial, and gender studies programs, a rash of
academic journals, and consequent factionalization into various subdisciplines of history,
sociology, anthropology, etc. Although more recent program configurations have tried to
integrate such studies into a unitary core curriculum, fragmentation still reigns. A 1996
survey found nearly 100 ethnic studies programs in the United States, with almost 30
listed as full departments.” By 1999 Jewish studies alone provided 150 chairs on college
campuses and 500 schools offered coursework in the subject.®

The debate over assimilation, or the lack thereof, continues among pluralists,
multiculturalists, and universalists; but all have recognized the role of sport in the process
of identity and culture formation. Numerous books, both scholarly and popular, have
concentrated on ethnic athletes and sporting practices among ethnic groups. Journal ar-
ticles proliferate on the subject, and whole academic conferences are devoted to its study.”

Likewise, gender studies have enjoyed similar growth over the past four decades. Ini-
tially concerned with feminist issues and women’s studies the field has broadened to in-
clude the analyses of masculinity, the relationships between men and women, and sexual-
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ity. The examination of biological and psychological differences have given way to the
socially constructed aspects of identity, society, and culture.'’

Over the past two decades scholars have increasingly investigated the role of sport
relative to gender identity, power, opportunity, ideology, and social relationships.'" De-
scriptive, narrative accounts of women’s athletic exploits yielded to more comprehensive
and complex analyses of sport and gender.” In 1991 the Journal of Sport History produced
a special issue on gender, edited by Roberta Park, that emphasized the myriad factors of
social class, race, ethnicity, age, and medical knowledge that intersects and impacts gender
perspectives.”” A new subdiscipline of body culture studies has emerged from the linkages
across previously restricted boundaries. Crossing such intellectual borders has fostered
innovation, interdisciplinary insights, greater understanding, and new knowledge.

The Journal of Sport History has made a significant contribution to that new knowl-
edge in many of its previous publications. This special issue documents the continued
evolution of sports studies by highlighting not only the relationships between gender and
ethnicity, but also the cooperative efforts of a team of international scholars. Several of the
contributors clearly demonstrate the connections between ethnicity, gender, and sport in
their research in sport history. Their expertise includes and extends beyond the English-
speaking world, offering opportunities for comparison and contrast.

The contributors to this special issue address the essential ways ethnicity and gender
contour the sporting experiences of immigrants, migrants, and ethnic groups in societies.
In European and North American contexts, these sport historians demonstrate the use of
a variety of primary sources to understand the place of sport in ethnic cultures and gendered
contexts. Female immigrants coming to America from Germany often participated in
Turner societies in several communities in the United States. Annette Hofmann explores
the ways gender influenced the physical activities and social life of these female Turners,
and discusses the importance of women’s place in the Turner societies to women’s experi-
ences in American society. Kevin Wamsley and Robert Kossuth next examine how gender
identities shaped the physical expressions of masculinity of Canadian young men in tavern
culture in Ontario, Canada, and the concerns for gender lines and class lines remaining in
force in the nineteenth century. The connections among ethnicity, gender, race, religion,
physicality, alcohol, and public spectacles continue to draw the research interests of social
historians, and this study of Canadian culture raises important issues about maleness and
physical display in sporting endeavors.

The late nineteenth and twentieth centuries witnessed movements of peoples across
nations and boundaries, voluntarily and at times in forced relocations, and men’s and
women’s health and sport became intertwined with social, economic, and political devel-
opments. Several authors examine the historical and cultural patterns of sport of particular
ethnic groups and assess the impact of gender on the kinds and amount of sporting activi-
ties engaged in by men and women. Samuel Regalado explores the power and restrictions
imposed by the American government against Japanese Americans and the activities of
Japanese American women and girls in seeking to be involved in sport, despite the harsh
conditions of forced relocation camps. In other communities, the minority ethnic group
often created their own sporting culture in the face of a hostile white Protestant majority.
The long tradition and interest in sport of Chinese Americans in West Coast communities
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forms the focus of Roberta J. Parks important research on sport and ethnicity in specific
locales. Certain ethnic groups seem to have been overlooked by historians of sport, and
Parks essay communicates how Chinese Americans participated in sport and often faced
constraints imposed by white mainstream American society secking to alter their tradi-
tional practices. In her study of Norway, Gerd von der Lippe examines the multiple mean-
ings of medical texts written by doctors—typically men—and the influence of these domi-
nant viewpoints on how women and girls used their bodies in physical exercise and sport,
and on the national interests in womanhood, manhood and citizenship. The migration of
newcomers continues to countries in Europe and North America, and Gertrud Pfister
contributes a significant essay on the impact of Muslim immigrants in contemporary
Germany. She analyzes the implications of religion within the ethnic practices of Turkish
immigrants in Germany and the influence of gender in traditions for women and gitls
gaining exposure to new forms of sport and leisure.

The authors in this issue provide important approaches to the study of ethnicity,
gender, and sport and point to new areas of research for sport historians. In doing so, they
help to illuminate the themes intertwined in sport such as expressions of social mobility,
community formation, individual achievement, ethnic conflict, the battle for gender eq-
uity, and nationalism. This special issue as a whole, therefore, suggests the critical lens of
vision cast on ethnicity, gender, and sport in the past to more fully understand the experi-
ences of sport for men and women in diverse contexts. We hope that these intriguing
works will provide readers with great intellectual value and will prove as interesting as they
have to us.
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