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Hearts and morale were low as the 120,000-plus residents of Japanese ancestry poured
into the ten internment camps the federal government had, in the spring of 1942, hastily
constructed so as to incarcerate them for the duration of the war. Only a few months
earlier on December 7, 1941, the Japanese had bombed the Pearl Harbor naval base in
Hawaii and launched the United States into its second world war of the century. The
attack also ignited a movement by Pacific coast military leaders and nativists to evacuate
what they believed to be potential saboteurs, largely those of Japanese descent. In February
1942, they got their wish when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed into action Execu-
tive Order 9066, which mandated the removal of the Japanese from their West Coast
homes and into internment centers located in some of the most desolate spots in the land.

In this bleak atmosphere, women’s softball programs emerged as one of the most
popular recreational activities in the camps. Like their male counterparts, young Nisei
women sought to temper the crisis through sport and exercise. And, as a result, they
organized clubs and leagues in each of the sixteen assembly centers and ten camps. Women’s
softball also illuminated the changing role of the Nisei female within the family structure
resulting from internment. Housewives in the preinternment era, women during the camp
era joined the work force that saw their wages and opportunities on par with their hus-
bands. And, in some cases, they became the leading wage earners for their families. Women
also took the lead in creating sports programs for themselves and, at times, were the fea-
tured athletes in their respective camps.! Their athletic competitive spirit, however, did
not begin while interned, but carried over from the community life that had existed long
before Pear] Harbor had gained its infamous notoriety.

T The author wishes to thank issue editors Linda J. Borish and Gerald R. Gems. Their insightful
critique was an invaluable asset to this manuscript.
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Since the Japanese had first appeared on the West Coast in the 1890s community
building was an essential part of their growth. Throughout the west, both in the urban and
agricultural sectors, their presence grew. Between 1900 and 1910, for instance, their popu-
lation in the contiguous United States increased from 24,326 to 72,157. By the eve of the
second world war, 126,948 Japanese appeared in the census scrolls. Yet, though their
presence represented a scant 0.09% of the population, and only 1.2% of those who lived
in the Pacific Coast region, cries of a “yellow peril” were, nonetheless, heard from those
who viewed the Japanese as a threat to the status quo.” The influence of the xenophobes
was such that they were able to push through several state and federal measures designed to
minimize and eventually eliminate Japanese migration to the United States mainland.

The Japanese, however, were hardly docile in their determination to remain and grow.
Turning inward, they formed agricultural colonies, pooled their assets, and created urban
associations, such as the Japanese Association of America, in an effort to protect their
interests. As the largely male first generation Issei established their roots in American soil,
many summoned their “picture brides”—marriages by proxy which took place in Japan
and prior to which the newlyweds had seen each other only through photographs-to
North America and, subsequently, produced offspring. Born largely during the second
and third decades of the twentieth century, the second generation Nisei grew up torn
between their Japanese heritage and American nationality. At times, this schism mani-
fested in family turbulence between themselves and their Japanese-born parents. Conse-
quently, they lived a duplicitous life that held few bridges. “It’'s a wonder we aren’t all
schizo’s [sic],” claimed one female Nisei.” Our parents were always telling us to be ‘good
Japanese.” Then they’d turn right around and tell us to be ‘good Americans.” One of the
few arenas in both cultural imperatives could be satisfied was, however, competitive sport.

The ambitious Japanese in America loved competition. Some traced this competitive
spirit to their samurai roots, while others suggested that the forefathers of the Meiji Resto-
ration initiated this sense of drive. Clearly, however, Issei travelers of the late 1890s, many
of whom had little time for recreation during their years in Japan, adopted baseball, for
instance, during their stay in Hawaii. By the time they reached the North American main-
land, recreation held an important seat in their communities. As the Japanese population
increased, male-oriented athletic clubs popped up in many of their urban neighborhoods.
In certain instances, associations like the Asahis and Nippons in the Seattle region not
only developed intense rivalries in everything from kendo to football, but also were the
centerpiece of attention among the Issei in that city.*

Although, unfortunately, no prominent record of Issei women’s sport in this early era
exists, they formed small social clubs to provide various activities for enjoyment. For in-
stance, in Los Angeles, young Issei women created the Young Women’s Christian Union
(YWCU) in 1920. Affiliated with the larger Young Women’s Christian Association, not
only did Issei women participate in such activities as dance, flower arrangement, and
cooking, but their daughters also joined many of the same programs. Divided into various
age groups from junior high school to junior college level students, group coordinators
taught the girls “to study Japanese and American culture, [and] do their part in the line of
service to the [Japanese American] community....”5 Grounded in the desire to advance
personal virtues and cultural unity, clubs like the Japanese “Y,” stated D. Margaret Costa,
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“built on the interlocking themes of sport, leadership development, charitable undertak-
ings and cultural involvement, as well as providing Nisei women with a sense of identity
and empowerment.”®

As the Nisei reached young adulthood, sport activities in their communities matured
and expanded; by the mid-1930s, they occurred on a year-round basis. Indeed, through-
out other Japanese American enclaves, athletic activities increased. Driven by a desire to
both advance the assimilation of their children and to strengthen community ties, Issei
elders organized athletic programs through their Buddhist, Christian, and Methodist
churches, Gakuean language schools, and even urban presses like the Los Angeles Rafu
Shimpo and San Francisco Nichi Bei. Additionally, Nisei assimilationists such as Seattle’s
James Sakamoto, a founding member of the Japanese American Citizen’s League (JACL)
and publisher of that town’s Japanese American Courier, sponsored elaborate leagues and
tournaments that attracted not only Nisei athletes from the urban areas, but those through-
out the Pacific Northwest. The 1930s represented the Golden Age of sport for all Japanese
Americans as activities such as baseball, basketball, football enjoyed great popularity.

Moreover, this expansion of athletic functions crossed gender lines. As early as 1931,
the Rafu Shimpo promoted the value of sport for women to its Los Angeles readers. “More
Japanese girls are encouraged to go out for sports...” claimed the daily. “[Sport] also helps
[them] to be well and healthy.”” Young women of the 1930s actively pursued competitive
sport such as basketball, ping pong, softball, tennis, handball and volleyball. Additionally,
their religious institutions, community service organizations, and various merchants spon-
sored women’s teams throughout the year. In 1935, in the Los Angeles region, the Women’s
Athletic Union—a descendent of the Southern California Women’s Basketball League—
expanded its operations and served as the governing body for amateur female athletics in
that area. Further, given the softball craze of that period, Nisei female teams undoubtedly
competed against similar clubs representing women from Mexican, black, and Chinese
neighborhoods.®

Women’s softball, in particular, was, by the mid-1930s in the midst of a euphoria,
especially in the American west. Ironically, the Depression contributed to the expansion of
that sport. In an attempt to temper unemployment, New Deal policies, such as those of
the Works Progress Administration, led to the construction of approximately 8,000 parks
across the country. Lights illuminating these playgrounds allowed for night softball con-
tests during the week. As a result, some 1,000 women’s teams were formed in Los Angeles
alone.” Moreover, parents of that era viewed softball “as a viable means of building social
and ethical character among girls during a period of time when such training was viewed
[as being] necessary.”'® Collier’s magazine in 1938 reported that “as many as thirty thou-
sand fans” attended championship matches at Wrigley Field in Los Angeles."'

Nisei women also participated in the softball euphoria. By 1935 approximately thir-
teen Japanese clubs participated in southern California’s Women’s Athletic Union. Three
years later, the league increased to twenty teams.'> In other regions, such as Seattle, where
the Japanese American Courier promoted amateur sport among its constituents, similar
numbers there suggested that the same magnetism seen in Los Angeles also held true for
their Pacific Northwest counterparts. And in Portland, Oregon, the Nisei women there,
too, “all trained hard and played to win.”'? In a time of innocence, their softball activities
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offered the players a degree of independence from their often sheltered existence and,
though they received little overall coverage in the various Japanese American dailies, their
games attracted family, friends, and neighborhood sport “junkies” who sought mid-to-late
afternoon free weekend entertainment during an economically depressed era. Though
they did not travel the vast regions as did their male counterparts, plenty of competition
existed not only within the sphere of their own communities, but on the outside as well
with teams from other ethnic enclaves." In a period that saw meager wages for some and
unemployment for many in the world outside of the playground, Japanese Americans
playfields and gymnasiums in the 1930s portrayed anything but a bleak picture. Their
woman’s softball ventures, played in the comfort of summer evenings or after-church Sun-
day afternoons, formed a large part of this important activity.

Toward the end of 1941, as war clouds intensified between Japan and the United
States, so, too, did the concerns of America’s Japanese population, particularly those who
resided on the West Coast. “Our properties would be confiscated and most likely [we
would] be herded into prison camps,” predicted one Nisei student at the University of
California as Berkeley. Events which followed the raid at Pearl Harbor, confirmed his once
dire prophecy.” In the ensuing weeks, government agents saturated Japanese neighbor-
hoods, prowling for evidence of suspected sabotage. Meanwhile, West Coast columnists
fed fuel to the long-time “yellow peril” theory as nativists fortified their fears in the belief
that a “Fifth Column” operated on American soil. Partially in an effort to pacify western
xenophobes, Roosevelt signed the proclamation which gave West Coast military authori-
ties a virtual carte blanche to evacuate all suspected “enemy aliens” and other potential
threats to national security from areas deemed “military sensitive’—that is, the entire
West Coast. In effect, the order led to the internment of Japanese Americans. Initially sent
to hundreds of assembly “holding centers” (some given only 48 hours to evacuate), the
evacuees were eventually parceled out to ten internment camps situated across Americas
most desolate regions. Once there, they attempted to reconstruct all aspects of their lives,
including their sporting lives as they remembered them from their recent days of freedom.

Indeed, teams and programs carried over from their prewar existence. At the Merced
Assembly Center in central California, for instance, it was not difficult to gather partici-
pants and begin an athletic program following evacuation. Nisei organizers put up signs
and posted them throughout the camp to call out to women and men who wanted to
compete in any number of games. As camp leaders, most if not all of them affiliated with
the various JACLs from their home areas, trumpeted the call for sport, entire teams, many
of them having formed in the years prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, enthusiastically
responded. In less than two weeks following their May 13, 1942 arrival, softball leagues,
with players who for several years had competed against each other in that region, swung
into action. Additionally, herded together with groups from outside of their region, such
as the San Francisco Bay area, rural-based teams—particularly the women’s clubs who in
carlier times never had experienced the opportunity to face competitors beyond their
locales-finally here gauged their skills against opponents from the larger urban neighbor-
hoods. “The Livingston-Cortez teams made an impressive showing,” claimed historian
Valerie Matsumoto, “...and athletic Cortez Nisei Peggy Taniguchi maintained a reputa-
tion for ‘heavy circuit smashing’ on the diamond.”'® “The grandstands were full of people,”

434 Volume 27, Number 3



NISEI WOMEN’S SOFTBALL

Peggy (Taniguchi) Yoshimoto recalled years later. “I mean where else could they go?”'’
Short on overall entertainment, camp residents, particularly the older Issei, enjoyed watching
both the male and female competitors. In addition, as internees flocked into their respec-
tive relocation centers old opponents also reappeared. “One night we ended up playing a
team from the Livingston area and I remember them taking one look at me and crying out
‘oh no, not her again, said Yoshimoto.'®

By the end of the summer, relocation to more long-term facilities took the evacuees
from their assembly-center dwellings to one of ten internment camps spread throughout
America’s most desolate regions. As they settled into their confinements, communities
from an earlier era resurrected. Indeed, groups of families who resided as neighbors prior
to their internment were again reunited in their “block” housing districts. Each block,
consequently, formed its own sets of activities, which ranged from the formulation of
political agendas to storytelling sessions. National organizations such as the Girl and Boy
Scouts, along with the YMCA and YWCA, also formed in some of the camps.19 Largely
outside of the realm of athletics, among their primary agendas were music, dance, and arts
and crafts programs.”® But, as before, competitive sport stood as the camps’ most popular
activity. In fact, from the outset of their internment, recreational facilities to accommo-
date all were in demand. For instance, at the Topaz site, once the block council was estab-
lished, its members requested twelve baseball diamonds and a gymnasium.21 The dia-
monds would also be used for women’s softball. In the meantime, barrack facilities served
as sites for indoor games, while outdoor ballfields stood at the fringes of the camps. Males
largely spearheaded those programs, teams, and leagues in order to accommodate their
athletic appetites; but as they had done in earlier times, they did not exclude females in
their recreational plans.”* In fact, women’s sport played a prominent role in camp life.

Confinement at the relocation centers altered traditional family roles. Guidelines within
their clans that restricted their independence and old folkways often “made it difficult” for
the Nisei female “to express her strong personal opinions or act in a manner that might call
attention to her.”*® But internment created a chemistry that provided a challenge to these
rules. For instance, smaller barracks meant fewer household chores for women. Indeed,
housewives of two generations often coexisted under one roof. Of this, one young Nisei
wife wrote:

Today has been a rather peculiar day. I wonder if it’s because I didn’t have to
wash. Funny how one depends on routine work to pass the day. Mom says it’s
embarrassing for her to save a tub for me all morning. So she did the wash
today.... The day ended, thank goodness.”*

Equity in camp wages also interrupted the traditional protocol. The majority of workers,
save teachers and doctors, earned $16 per month. Moreover, as Valerie Matsumoto notes,
“the new equity in pay and the varietgr of available jobs gave many women unprecedented
opportunities for experimentation...””’ In effect, Japanese males, in many cases, were no
longer the primary wage earners of their families.”® “Because they no longer depended
upon [the male] for their daily necessities, family members were more inclined than ever
to make independent decisions,” said Mei Nakano.?” Matsumoto concurred: “Women’s
developing sense of independence in the camp environment and their growing awareness
of their abilities as workers contributed to their self-confidence....””® Consequently, as
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male prestige evaporated, female independence grew. And, sports, for many, provided the
outlets for their growing restlessness.

The War Relocation Authority (WRA) strongly encouraged “American” recreational
programs. In fact, a number of camp programs were part of a larger attempt by the WRA
to “Americanize” the residents. “We are providing educational opportunities for Ameri-
canization not only for the school children but for adults as well,” wrote WRA Director
Dillon Meyer in a 1944 report to members of Congress.”” As for sport, Myer stated that
“The WRA has stressed typically American activities,” concluding that “Our efforts to
further American-type activities have been highly successful.” Myer and John Province,
his Community Management Chief, even congratulated themselves for having “prodded”
the internees to adopt American sports such as baseball and softball. Surprisingly, it did
not appear to occur to the directors that those incarcerated were well versed in the meth-
odologies of those sports.”’

Interestingly, “Americanization” programs were not unusual when it came to immi-
grants. Linda Borish found that the Educational Alliance, a social welfare agency, in its
1890s efforts to advance the acculturation of Jewish immigrants in New York City’s lower
East Side, “considered physical training and sporting experiences... to be part of its Ameri-
canization mission.””” Similar activity took place in San Francisco during the 1920s and
1930s; Susan Zieff observed that in that city’s “increasingly Westernized Chinatown, sport
and other physical recreation was used by second generation Chinese Americans to create
a place for themselves in American society while preserving aspects of their own culture.””
In Chicago, as well, a host of institutions from playgrounds to churches “taught the En-
glish language to many immigrants and introduced them to American sport forms,” stated
Gerald R. Gems in his study on Chicago’s ethnic women.> But, as opposed to the afore-
mentioned immigrants, the Nisei whom the federal government hoped to “Americanize”
were American-born.”

Raised in prewar neighborhoods in which their elders supported all types of athletic
endeavors, Nisei sports enthusiasts wasted little time in forming leagues and arranging
contests. Programs and participation varied in each camp, but, like their male counter-
parts, athletic activity for women often started within weeks after arrival at their respective
locations. Announcements in the camp newspapers concerning contests drew communi-
ties together and, at times, female competition also made news headlines. As early as
November 1942, the Topaz Times, for instance, reported a softball contest between a
women’s “all-star” team and an “old men’s” club.*® During that same month, the camp at
Rohwer, Arkansas, announced the formation of a women’s volleyball league.37 In less than
three weeks, following the announcement that called for clubs to represent their respective
blocks, a league of ten teams began competition.38

While women’s athletic programs formulated, proper facilities and equipment stood
in short order. “Initally, the government failed to provide sufficient funding, materials, or
space,” wrote Alison Wrynn in her study of camp recreation.”” Some internees, in fact,
made their own equipment, such as bats, volleyball nets, and basketball rims and backboards.
However, at camps located in desert regions wood remained a scarce commodity which
forced participants to await the arrival of equipment from outside sources. To say the least,
given that gender equity appeared of no concern to camp directors, initially the WRA
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forwarded to camps equipment that lent itself to male-oriented sports, such as football
and baseball. But in a short time, softballs and volleyball sets began to increase in num-
bers.” Additionally, sports equipment from which women were the benefactors also came
from institutions other than the government. In January 1943, the University of Southern
California, for instance, donated to the Poston, Arizona camp a number of gym outfits
specifically for their female athletes.”'

Foul weather provided another barrier. Most camps were only partially built when
internees arrived. They thus lacked indoor facilities for such sports as basketball and vol-
leyball.** Cold weather in 1942 at Heart Mountain, Wyoming, for example, forced post-
ponement of some basketball leagues while steady rainfall in Arkansas held up the volley-
ball season there. Finally, athletic programs, like the block councils, were male-dominated.”
Though as a result of their internment circumstances Nisei women came to temper their
roles as subordinate to their male counterparts, at the outset of their incarceration the
tradition of male authority prevailed. Thus, in most cases, female sports received low
priority when the camps opened. Within a year, however, women’s athletics, flourished in
various camps.

Coverage of women’s sports varied in the camp newspapers. For the most part, these
reports were limited to announcements of upcoming events and occasional scores. How-
ever, papers did print statistics of women’s contests and major events such as “champion-
ship games,” and “all-star” contests. These publications, however, were, in effect, newslet-
ters with general information concerning overall camp activities such as an occasional
lecture, information on a newborn, or some news of the war. Hence, that sport received as
much attention as it did given the monotony of camplife, is not surprising. Moreover,

Gila River Girls Softball Team, taken by Mori Shimada (February 1343). Courtesy Japanese American
National Museum/Mori Shimada
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popular women athletes among the Japanese Americans received considerable attention.
For instance, in May 1943, the Topaz T7mes ran daily announcements on Nisei tennis stars
Nebo Shimura and Shuichi Miho prior to their celebrated match later that month. The
contest, which had been well publicized as a battle between two stars, drew nearly 500
spectators.** Of course, when it came to women, “well publicized” announcements gener-
ally amounted to a series of brief notes. In the case of the Shimura-Miho contest, Topaz
writers never wrote more than a single sensationalized line such as “Sports fans will be in
for a treat when stars Nebo Shimura and Shuichi Miho have at it on the tennis court.””

Beyond Shimura and Miho, other Nisei women were especially active in athletics at
Topaz. Between 1943 and 1945, there were usually twenty softball teams in well-struc-
tured leagues during the summers.”® Advancing the fame of the women, during softball
season the Times routinely ran a “Players of the Week” column featuring Maisie Asakawa,
Betty Nakaso, Jean Hayashida, and a few others.

Women’s athletic contests at some camps were also social affairs. For the single Nisei
women, life in the camps created a far better atmosphere than the “outside” in the quest to
win a husband. According to Valerie Matsumoto, “Gone were the restrictions of distance,
lack of transportation, interracial uneasiness, and the dawn-to-dusk discomforts of field
work.”*® Similarly, men who sought suitable mates often attended women’s athletic games.
Camp newspapers, moreover, encouraged this activity.49 Indeed, any female athletic prowess,
as seen through the eyes of male reporters, hence, was of secondary concern. Chief among
creating “match-making” ploys was the Manzanar Free Press. In one issue, which featured
the “Twixteeners” softball club, the columnist informed his young male readers “‘who are
curious and want to know a little more about a certain girl you especially come out and
watch” to stay tuned to the upcoming stories.”’ Indeed, when it came to covering girl’s
softball games, Free Press writers leaned more towards romantic description in lieu of re-
porting athletic prowess. Shina “Besame Mucho” Okamoto, the paper reported, was “al-
ways trying to sing a love song.””" The column later indicated that she had some softball
ability. The “cuteness” and “gay smile” of Myro “Infant” Tachibana, the Free Press claimed,
were major reasons for her club’s success.”” Things were such that one column entitled
“Inspiration Does It” credited a potential male suitor for one young female player’s success
on the diamond. “Did you see that gleam in R.T. of the Wee Necks when a youthful lad
smiled at her?” queried the writer. “That is not all, she then stepped up and hit the first
pitched ball into right for a triple. Imagine a girl hitting the pill especially for a beau—
some news.””

Nisei male journalists also exhibited their gender bias in many of their reports. Most,
if not all, women’s teams were coached by men who received considerable credit for their
leadership qualities. In one instance, the Free Press reported that the “major reason for [the
Wee Necks’] success was coach George ‘Poor-fessor’ Mishima who coached a ‘bunch of
stubborn untamed kittens.”” The same article explained that “Roy ‘Pardon my Looks
Wada is something of a masculine form for the girls to gaze at when they are behind,
giving them the extra something to pull the team to victory.””*

As most descriptions of women athletes often centered on their appearance, some
were less than complimentary. For instance, the paper painted Susie “Lefty” Morishita as
having only “fair looks.”” In addition, an article enticed readers to attend a game to see for
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themselves how Sadako “Diesel” Yamashita received her name.”® The same column described
Ruri “Lulu” Yamshina as being “quite a mischievous damsel... even during the time she is seen
on the diamond.”” The Poston Chronicle also reported that “With four straight wins under
their girdles, the 227 girls appear sure shots to win the girls’ softball title.”*®

By the middle of 1945 as the Allies closed in on Japan, plans to shut down the camps
were already in the works. Basketball, softball, and volleyball games no longer appeared in
the papers. As summer came to a close and camps dwindled in size, there occasionally
appeared exhibition matches between “old men” softball teams and female opponents.
Referred to as the “weaker sex,” the Manzanar Free Press noted that “The old-timers showed
their female opponents that they ain’t never too old to get beaten by a bunch of women.””’

Nisei women, however, pursued competition with great vigor and their commend-
able talents. In each camp, women’s softball teams were in abundance. And had there been
better facilities to accommodate indoor sport, female basketball clubs, based on its prewar
popularity, would have rivaled softball for attention. Moreover, in selected camps such as
Manzanar, where agricultural work furloughs had depleted the male sports programs,
women’s softball, though played at the outset of their internment there, reached a level of
popularity not seen during their days prior to internment. Though proper equipment and
sport attire was sparse, their contests drew large crowds and, to an extent, elevated their
status as athletes within the enclave. As the Nisei females underwent change within the
family structure, so, too, did they see a metamorphosis of their position as sports figures
during camp life. Women athletes outside of the barbed wire increased their prominence
during the war years. But inside the fences, the role of the Nisei women’s softball players
was no less important to those who, because of their race, experienced the loss of their
constitutional liberties and freedom. Athletics cushioned the trauma of an unjust intern-
ment—a point not lost by those incarcerated. “Sports,” reported the Manzanar Free Press,
“is the one thing that will build character, leadership, and sportsmanship.”*’ Though
mainstream Americans had, for generations, accepted this philosophy, the Nisei, who
competed under the shadow of internment, took “character, leadership, and sportsman-
ship,” to a higher standard.

Furthermore, women’s softball was an important component to the morale needed to
endure their imprisonment. Their camaraderie on the ball diamond during the prewar
era, advanced in importance after they were interned. “I enjoyed playing ball with my
friends,” stated Peggy (Taniguchi) Yoshimoto of her experience at the Amache camp. And,
within the field of play “It was just like the old days.”61 Like ethnic women in other locales
for which sport, according to Gerald R. Gems, “bound them together in a common pur-
pose and engendered lifelong friends,” that the Nisei softball players bonded in the period
before the camps turned out to be an essential factor in maintaining a positive spirit dur-
ing the most critical phase in the history of their people.”> Morcover, softball helped to
advance their growing sense of independence and identity. Of equal importance, sport
helped to magnify a growing sense of empowerment already seen within their family circles
while they lived through internment in America’s concentration camps.

In recent years, proponents of women’s history and sport history have properly tack-
led the issue of conceptualization and reassessment of male-dominated scholarship. Sadly,
traditional frameworks have provided “only limited insights into women’s experiences of
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#63
But,

while a revisionary overhaul of scholarship in this area is warranted, the “limited insights”

sport and... distorts our understanding of the significance of those experiences.

will remain limited if the outcome of that reassessment continues to produce only
Eurocentric perspectives of women’s sport. Long outdated, American social historians have
largely abandoned the archaic “east to west” concept of the past. And monographs outlin-
ing the contributions of both Latin and Asian women, in particular, are no longer new.
Yet, women’s sport historians remain on the outside of this change, for only brief essays
and the occasional conference paper presentation containing a wider perspective have
appeared in the past decade.

The absence of historical work which feature Pan American and/or Western ethnic
women in relationship to sport in the United States also persists.” As such, the call to
redefine and expand concepts will ring hollow until a global balance appears in future
scholarship. The role of Mexican American or Cuban American women in sports, for
instance, will reveal not only much about their communities, but also the cultural roots
and gender traditions of societies whose path to the United States was south to north.
Studying the history of women athletes from other Asian backgrounds, such as Chinese,
Korean, and Vietnamese, will provide important revelations from an west to east perspec-
tive. Their portrayals will also lend researchers opportunities to explore the Hawaiian
arena of sport and that of other Pacific Islanders. Additionally, the experience of Native
American women, particularly those from tribes whose homes lay west of the Mississippi
River, will advance our knowledge of women’s sport still further. Not only can we possibly
learn the importance of athletics in relation to gender within the scope of their traditions,
but also how their recreational folkways might have effected and even influenced the
Caucasian communities with whom they associated. Yet, until chroniclers of women’s sport
challenge the Anglo-American status quo, a large void will remain in the area of study of
ethnicity, gender, and sport. This introductary saga of the Nisei women softball players
and that of their ethnic roots and community offers one window from which we can view
the history of women’s sport from a west to east perspective. By enlarging the focus of this
area of study, historians will provide a far more cultural and global balance to the contribu-
tion of women’s sport than has heretofore been seen, and, in doing so, greatly expand the
understanding of gender’s role within America’s ethnic past.
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