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The details of the Milwaukee Braves franchise shift to Atlanta following the
1965 baseball season has been well-chronicled in a number of publications such as
journalist Furman Bisher's Miracle in Atlanta: The Atlanta Braves Story (1966).
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Rather than engage in a rehashing of the civic and business interests which attracted
major league baseball to the city of Atlanta, this paper examines the wider historical
and sociological implications of major league baseball's introduction into the South.

This research builds upon the analytical approach used in a presentation for
the 1995 NASSH conference at the California State Long Beach, "The Legacy of
Conquest: Long Term Ramifications of the Major League Baseball Shift to the West,"
which argued that the movement of major league baseball into the American West left
an ambiguous legacy. Although many transfers were motivated by greed, with the
exception of the Los Angeles Dodgers and Colorado Rockies, few of the Western
franchises have struck gold. The expansion of the major leagues democratized the
game by bringing the major leagues into a better balance with the demographic
alignment of America in the late twentieth century. But it also brought the destruction
of distinguished minor league traditions, such as that of the old Pacific Coast League,
as well as the extinction of baseball loyalties in Eastern cities such as Brooklyn and
Washington.

This research examines similar questions in the American South. Issues
considered in this paper include: the impact of expansionism upon race relations in
baseball within the historical context of the civil rights movement and concerns
regarding treatment of and accommodations for Afro-American athletes; the image of
the New South as an area for business investment during a time period when the
South's image was under close scrutiny; the impact of the Braves upon minor league
baseball in the South and the traditional Southern attachment to the St. Louis
Cardinals; the efforts of major league baseball to compete with the football culture of
the South; and last, but by no means least, the implications of the Atlanta move for the
citizens of Milwaukee (who had gained the franchise from Boston following the 1952
season). Unfortunately, expansion- in baseball in the search for lucrative new markets
and to avoid Congressional antitrust actions has encouraged baseball management to
seek a safety valve of frontier expansion rather than deal with its problems.

This study places the story of major league baseball's shift to the South within
the larger regional and national historical context of the 1960s. It is based upon such
scholarly works as Dewey W. Grantham's The South in Modern America: A Region
at Odds (1994), and a close reading of such sources as the Sporting News, Atlanta
Constitution, Milwaukee Journal, as well as memoirs and periodical literature from
the 1965-1966 period.

-40-


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	NASSH Proceedings 1996
	Contents.
	PHYSICAL CULTURE, FITNESS, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION HISTORY
	To Serve and Defend Female Physical Educators during WWII in Canada and the US.
	The Hydropathic Highway to Health: Exercise on the Road to Wellness.
	Filling in the Gaps: Womens Physical Education History in Canada.
	Ottley Coulter and the Evolution of Twentieth Century Weight Lifting.
	Civilization Fitness Blitzkrieg: Summer of 1940.
	Sports and Physical Exercise in Diderots Encyclopedie.
	Bodybuilding Nationalism and Ideology in the Popular Press 1880-1905.
	Re-Creation Through Recreation: Physical Activity and Regeneration in Atlantic Canada and Northeastern United States 1860- 1910.
	Breaking the Laws of the Game: Lesbian Physical Educators in Legal Discourse Since the 1800s.
	The Legacy of Anna Hiss: Who Was That Building Named For and Who Are Those People Still In It?
	Entertainers or Athletes? Professional Strongwomen Vaudeville and the Early Twentieth-Century Fascination with Female Strength.
	The Weights Willie Curry and World War Two.
	Intrinsic Mastery: Women Scientists in Physical Education.

	MANHOOD, WOMANHOOD, GENDER, AND WOMENS SPORT
	Of Permanent Benefit to Women Students: The Herculean Task of Constructing a Womens Gymnasium at the University of Texas.
	Dear Sisters and Hated Rivals: Athletics and Gender at Two New South Womens Colleges 1893- 1920.
	Manhood Memory and White Mens Sports in the Recent South.
	Were Killing Ours Sons - But Were Making Men: A Tolerance for Football Injuries in Britain and America 1873-1914.
	The Institutional Politics of Womens Sports in American Colleges 1920-1950.
	The 1920s: A Defining Decade for Floridas Sportswomen.

	STUDIES OF SPORTS
	Speed Skating Through Life 1879- 1900: From the Little Ice Age to Artificial Ice.
	The Public Is All But Intoxicated on Football: Spright Dowell and the Politics of Football at Auburn 1920-27.
	Charles Wesley Dickinson: A Case Study of a Canadian Cocker 1860 to 1904.
	Bob White Bob White: The Sport of Quail Hunting In Early Twentieth Century South Georgia and North Florida.
	Golf and the English Suburb:Class Gender and Access in a London Club c. 1890-c. l975.
	The Rise of Canadian Football and the Decline of English Rugby in Halifax: 1930 to 1954.
	Skating Into the Wild West: Will History Repeat Itself?
	British (and American) Attempts to Launch Baseball in the U.K. 1889-1924.
	Profit by the Stake: Animal Contests and the Entrepreneurial Spirit in Early Modern London.
	The King and his Court: Early Baseball and Other Sports in Nicaragua.
	Original Celtic Rivalries.
	From a Strange Fascination to Cultural Dependence: The Americanization of European Sport.

	LEAGUES AND THEIR CODES
	Major League Baseball and the Emergence on the New South: The 1966 Transfer of the Milwaukee Braves to Atlanta.
	The 1919 Pacific Coast League Fixing Scandal: The Black Sox Had Nothing on Babe Borton.
	Amateurism Elitism and Noble Savagery: The Formation of the American Intercollegiate Lacrosse Ethos 1895-1920.
	Righteous Club Owners and Dissolute Players: Temperance in the Gilded Age.
	Summer Baseball: The Second Vexation.
	Remember the Black Sox?: The 1919 World Series Scandal and Social Memory.
	College Athletics Commercialism and Controversy: The Beer Hall T.V. Incident and Hypocrisy in Higher Education.
	The First NFL. Franchise on the West Coast: Why Los Angeles was Chosen Instead of San Francisco.
	The Revolt of the Sinful Seven: The Failure to Expel the Schools Who Refused to Enforce the Sanity Code.

	OLYMPIC STUDIES
	Merry Christmas Mr. Samaranch: The IOC ISL and the Origins of TOP.
	Aesthetic and Ethical Themes in the Revue Olympique 1901-1915: AsStudy of reflexivity in the discourse of Modernism..
	Pierre de Coubertin Le Regime Arnoldien and La Pedagogie Sportive.
	The Politics of Participation: Avery Brundage and the 1936 Olympic Boycott Debate.
	Making Dough: The Helms Bakery Company vs. the United States Olympic Committee on the Issue of Commercializing Olympic Symbols 1932 to 1953.
	Power Drain: The I.O.C. and Federation Internationale de Football Association 1925-30.
	Black Gold: The Effects of the 1936 Olympics on American Racism.
	Carl Diem and the Denazification of German Sport.
	The Modern Olympics: A Struggle for Revival.

	BIOGRAPHIES
	If he had been white nobody would have paid much attention: Lester McClains Quiet Integration of Southeastern Conference Football during the Loud 1960s.
	Time Capsule: Perceptions of Paul Robeson Arthur Ashe and Grant Hill by Society.
	The Juice is Loose: O.J. Simpson Post-Verdict Racial Discourse and the Return of the Primitive Black.
	Hold That Tiger: Huey Long and Louisiana State University Football 1928-35.
	In the Cause of Peace: Muhammad Alis Mission to Baghdad 1990.
	Young Satchel: The Origins of the Legend 1906-1931.
	Edwin Bancroft Henderson: Educator Civil Rights Activist and Chronicler of African-American Athletes.

	HISTORIOGRAPHICAL, TECHNICALOGICAL, AND CULTURAL STUDIES
	American Sport History As Seen Through The Lens of Stephen Hardy.
	In Search of the Latin American Female Athlete: Bibliographical Odyssey.
	The Technological and Cultural Determinants of Surfing.
	Sport as a Social Technology.
	The Foreign Invasion: The Sporting Goods Industry between 1950 and 1975.
	Technology and Sport: The Case of the ITF Spaghetti Strings and Composite Rackets.
	Continuities and Long Residuals.
	Frozen Festivals: Ceremony and the Carnaval in the Montreal Winter Carnivals 1883-1889.
	Paradigm Dramas and the Need for Theoretically-Informed Popular History.
	Diamonds Side Lines and Cylinders: An Analysis of the Interrelationship Between Sports The Sporting Goods Industry and the Talking Machine Industry 1901-1910.
	Not Just Rolling the Dice: Gambling and the Law in 19th Century Canada.

	NATIONALISM, IMPERIALSIM, AND IDENTITY POLITICS
	Better Luyt Than Never: The Rugby World Cup and the Politics of Racial Reconciliation in South Africa.
	Sport Nationalism and the Peace Process in Northern Ireland.
	First Nation Performance Rediscovery (1883-1995).
	Playground Fenced and Now in Use:Subarctic Canadian Native Peoples and the Sports of the Mission Schools.
	Remembering and Dismembering the Past: Rugby Race and the Politics of Identity in Post-Apartheid South Africa.
	Paving the Way to Respect: The National Aboriginal Sport Foundation 1969-1978.
	The Pilgrims Come to America: A Failed Mission of British Cultural Imperialism.

	RACE AND RACISM IN AMERICAN SPORT
	Fair Play vs. Dirty Fighting: Muscular Christianity Racism and the Introduction of Jujutsu to the United States.
	Black Athletes: The American Legal System and Race Relations.
	That Other Baseball Team: The Atlanta Black Crackers and the World of Southern African American Baseball.
	Integrating New Years Day: The Racial Politics of College Bowl Games in the American South.
	Slouching Toward a New Expediency: College Football and the Color Line During the 1930s.
	Renaissance Rivalries and Loyalties.
	Nobody Knows My Name:Utilizing Works by Black Scholars of the 1960s to Understand the Participation of Black Athletes During the Civil Rights Movement.
	To Hell With Race and Segregation - We Just Wanted to Play: The Historic 1955 Junior Rose Bowl Compton College (CA) vs Jones County Junior College (MS).

	GRADUATE STUDENT ESSAY AWARD.
	A Lively Interest on the Prairies: Western Canada, The Mass Media, and a World of Sport, 1870-1939. Stacy L. Lorenz

	SPECIAL SESSIONS AND PANELS.
	Roundtable: Toward a New Paradigm: Sport History in the 21st Century
	Roundtable: Race and Reconstruction in South Africa
	Film Presentation
	Book Panel: Intercolliate Sports, an Appraisal

	MAX AND REET HOWELL INTERNATIONAL HONOR ADDRESS.
	The Towers of Somerset: An Excursion Into the Archeology of Sport. Dennis Brailsford

	NASSH BUSINESS
	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES.
	ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES.
	SECRETARY-TREASURERS REPORT.
	BY-LAWS.
	CONVENTION BOOK DISPLAY.
	ANNOUNCEMENTS.
	SPORT HISTORY E-MAIL NETWORK.


