
The Forgotten Decisions:
The IOC at the Eve of World War I

At the eve of World War I, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) had its
6th Olympic Congress (June 15-23, 1914). While we know all of the festivities very
well, its decisions were only published five years later. Scholars have taken the accuracy
of these reports as a matter of fact but a review of the written accounts of 140 participants
from 24 countries shows that they have been misguided in doing so. Frantz Reichel,
Coubertin’s keeper of the minutes and reporter forLe Figaro. was neither accurate in the
paper nor in the official IOC report, as he seemed to have missed many of the points that
were made in English; unless, that is, he intentionally distorted the reports. The paper is
based on documentary sources of participants in German. English. French. and Italian. It
shows that some of the decisions were taken differently than the IOC’s records indicate.

This paper documents that the German struggle between Turnen and sport
reached international proportions. The IOC gave in and was willing to side with Turnen
for the benefit of the German organizers-but this put it in opposition to the young
International Athletics Amateur Federation. This sheds new light on the question of the
power relations between the international federations and the IOC. It shows. especially.
that the international federations had good reason to demand greater participation later
on, it indicates that medal tables were not abolished as claimed after World War Il. and
that Coubertin lost by 25 to 4 the vote on whether the medals of women should count as
much as the medals of men. On this question he was at first willing to resign. but then
half-heartedly accepted majority rule.

The paper discusses the role of the IOC in international politics. It discloses the
incompetence of the IOC at the height of international tensions and that in terms of
gender relations the IOC remained more conservative than the majority of its members.
By 1914 staging the Games, no matter what the circumstances. was already the most
important principle.

-7-

Arnd Krüger,
Georg-August Universitat, Gottingen, Germany


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	NASSH Proceedings 1997
	Contents.
	HUNTING, FISHING, CONSERVATION
	How Free Was the Taking?: Ethical Issues about Hunting in America before the 1820s.
	Sportsmens Perceptions of Animals in American Periodicals, 1850-1880.
	How and Why Ancient Primitives and Famous Ancients Angled.
	Sport Hunters and Fishermen before the Civil War: Precursors of Conservation.

	MODERNISM, POSTMODERNISM
	Pierre de Coubertin's Theoretical Legacy on Modern Sport Spectatorship: An Interdisciplinary Analysis.
	Methodological Debates  -  Modernism and/or Post-Modernism: Examples for Each Approach Through An Analysis of the Print Media.

	OLYMPIC STUDIES
	War, Incarceration, Reminiscence: Sport and the Olympic Games in Prisoner of War Camps, 1940- 1945.
	The Forgotten Decisions: The IOC at the Eve of World War I.
	Looking for Leverage: The International Sports Federations at the 1921 Olympic Congress.
	Will this 'Nightmare' Never End? The IOC, ISL and USOC Negotiations Behind the Evolution of TOP II, 1985-1988.
	Sport a la Tica and the Absence of Costa Rica in the "Central American Olympics" of 1926.
	Letters, from the Spy Left Out in the Cold: Werner Klingeberg and the IOC.
	Coca-Cola's Original Olympic Connection.
	Three Scorpions in a Bottle: Soviet Management of the Sale of U.S. Television Rights to the 1980 Moscow Olympics.

	PLACE AND SPACE
	Ego-tourism at 29,000 Feet: Mt. Everest, May 1996.
	Ten Kilometers on the Road: The Significance of the Sports Landscape.
	Dirty Spaces: Environment, the State and Recreational Swimming in the Hamilton Harbour, 1870- 1946.
	Sport, Parish Life and the Émigré.
	Revisiting the Black Sox Scandal in the 1990s: Ken Burn's Baseball, the 1994-95 MLB Strike, and Dyersville, Iowa.
	No Horses and Only One Fool: The Haxey Hood Its Histories, Its People, and Their Place.
	Schools and Bathing Areas: From Aquatic to Educational Space, 1900-1950.

	POLITICS AND INSTITUTIONS
	Skiing: Nationalism and the Military Prior to 1914.
	The South African Council on Sport and the Antiapartheid Sports Boycott.
	Professional Disagreements: The NFL and AFL after the Kennedy Assassination.
	How a Civil War Created National Football Leagues in Australia: The Transition of the Victorian Football League to the Australian Football League and the New South Wales Rugby League to the Australian Football League.
	Everybody Concerned Looks Ridiculous: Alabama, Auburn, and the Politics of College Football, 1893- 1948.
	Gambling Scandals in College Basketball: What Did Law Enforcement and Coaches Know?
	The Indelible Mark of Springfield College: Its Role in Developing Recreation Leadership in Canada, 1915 to 1935.
	The Collegiate Missionary Impulse and Athletic Christianity in the Late Nineteenth Century: Amos Alonzo Stagg at Yale and Springfield, 1884-92.
	University Faculty and Progressivism: Disunity of Athletic Reform.
	Oro on Paz, Fierro on Guerra: The United States Military and the San Francisco Bay Area.
	Franklin D. Roosevelt and His New Deal Policies on Sports, Recreation, and Leisure.

	POPULAR CULTURE AND THE MEDIA
	Hustlers on the Sidelines: The Coach in Recent Basketball Films.
	Contrasting Publicity Images of the All American Red Heads and the Harlem Globetrotters: Two Cases of Marginal Adaptation.
	And the Score is 40-30: The History of BBC Radio Running Commentaries from Wimbledon.
	Red Grange and the Growth of Pro Football.
	Ritual in U.S. Televised Sport: Its History and Purpose.
	Sport and the People's Journals: The Impact of the Popular Press on Sports Coverage in Canada, 1840- 1900.
	Mediated Nostalgia: The Media, Idealized Pasts and Threatened Extinction of Professional Sporting Teams.
	Jazz and Early "Black" Basketball Style.
	The Emergence of the Sports Media as Subject in the 1920s and 30s.
	The Leading Sporting Journal in Existence: Sports. the Working Class, and the National Police Gazette.

	RACE AND ETHNICITY
	Umdlalo Wabantu: A History of Soccer in Pre-Apartheid South Africa.
	The Mike Tyson Story: Sound Familiar?
	Sport and the Anatomy of Anti-Semitism.
	Playing for the Creator: Iroquois Nationalism and Cultural Sovereignty Through Lacrosse.
	Crossing Sidelines, Crossing Borders: Basketball in the San Francisco Bay Area, 1930-1950.
	Bill Veeck and the Racial Integration of Baseball.
	Joe Louis.
	Jack Johnson: His Own Man.
	Jesse, Joe and Jackie: The Hegemonic Roots of the Black Sports Star.
	Immigration, Ethnicity, and Assimilation in U.S. Sport: Historiography and Issues.
	Barney Oldfield Jack Johnson and the AAA.
	Black Baseballs First Rivalry: The Cuban Giants and the Gorhams of New York and the Birth of the Colored Championship.
	Sport and Ethnic Divisions: The Case of Scottish Soccer.
	Physical Culture and Native Life: Connecting the Strands.
	A War Begins  -  From Rens to Bears: Player Revolving and Free Agency in Black Baseball in the Early 1940s.
	Jack Johnson Revisited in the 1960s: The Tricky Triad of Floyd Patterson, Sonny Liston and Muhammed Ali.

	SPORT AND COMMERCE
	In  the Image of Rockne: Notre Dame and Radio Policy.
	The ABC Swindle: The Bicycle Trust and the Commercialization of American Sport.

	SPORT AND SPATIAL IDENTITY
	Maybe It's Better to Bowl Alone: Sport, Community and Democracy in American Sport.
	Sport and Community Building: An English Case Study.
	Jackie Milburn: The Exemplary Life of a Regional Soccer Hero.
	The Emergence of the Sporting Cultures of Two Diverse Imperial Territories: Singapore and Australia.
	The Social Construction of Sporting Traditions in the GDR.

	SPORTS MEDICINE AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	Antebellum School Exercise in the United States: Consumption and Ned Wright's Dilemma.
	A Phyisicians View of Exercise: Science and the Genteel Tradition in Anglo-American Sport, 1870- 1952.
	Josephine Langworthy Rathbone Karpovich: Physical Educator, ACSM Founder and In-law of the Springfield College Family.

	STUDIES OF SPORT
	Have They Forgotten Bolton?: Official and Popular Reflections on the March 1946 Disaster.
	At the Stable All Day A Racetracker's Life Around 1900.
	America Baseball, and Historical Memory in 1956: The Way We Never Were.
	From the Creative Branches of the Open River Speed Skating: Baseball-on-Ice. Gymnastics-on-Ice, and Other Realities, 1861-1917.
	The Great Divide: Sport Climbing versus Adventure Climbing.
	Attacking Basketball: Rethinking the Origins of the Game.
	High School Basketball's First Great Dynasty: Passaic High School's Wonder 5 and  its  159 Game Winning Streak.
	Bicycle Touring.
	The Effects of Player Contracts in the Battle for Power and Control in Post World War I Professional Basketball.
	Paul Dojack and the Regina Dales 1929-1940: The Formative Years of Junior Football in Western Canada.
	Basketball and Korfball: Siblings or Stepchildren?
	The American Jockey.

	WOMEN AND GENDER
	Women's Basketball: The Road to Respect.
	Out of the Shadows: The T. Eaton Company and Womens Sport.
	Football, Feminism, and the Affirmation of Patriarchy.
	Broad, Wholesome and Lasting: The Effects of Physical Education Philosophy on North Carolina Womens Basketball, 1934-1959.
	Mum's Last Mountain: Alison Hargreaves and British Culture in the 1990s.
	Forgotten Members: Women in Australian Surf Lifesaving.
	We Were Ladies, We Just Played Basketball Like Boys: African-American Women and Competitive Basketball at Bennett College 1929 to 1942.
	Conflicting Femininities: The Discourse on the Female Body and the Physical Education of Girls in National Socialism.
	Playing the Game: Representations of Female Athletes in U.S. Women's Sport Fiction, 1930-1940.
	Proverbially Fond of Cheating: Women and the Nineteenth-Century Croquet Craze.
	Sport in Australia: Experiences of Women from Non-English Speaking Backgrounds.
	Lack of Harmony About the Construction of Femininity and Sport c. 1900.
	Accepted Femininities and Masculinities in the Field of Sport in Norway in the 1930s.
	Early NCAA Attempts to Create a Womens Governance Plan 1967-1973.

	SPECIAL SESSIONS AND PANELS.
	Book Panel: Nancy L. Stuna's People of Prowess: Sport, Leisure, and Labor in Early Anglo-America
	Book Panel: Bruce Kidd's The Struggle for Canadian Sport
	Breakfast Roundtable on "The Future of Sport History"

	GRADUATE STUDENT ESSAY AWARD.
	The International Hockey League and the Professionalism of Ice-Hockey, 1904-1907

	NASSH BUSINESS
	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES.
	ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES.
	CONVENTION BOOK DISPLAY.
	SECRETARY-TREASURERS REPORT.


