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Gotland is in many ways a unique part of Sweden. It is the largest island in the
Baltic Sea, situated between Sweden and the Baltic States. Gotland has belonged to Sweden
since 1645, but the island has its own customs, dialect, flag, cultural identity, and sport
culture. The people on Gotland want to see themselves primarily as Gotlanders, not Swedes.

Many traditional games in Sweden and other European countries have
disappeared, but on Gotland traditional customs and games can still be found. The island
is on of few so-called “survival areas” in Sweden, and the traditional Gotlandic game
“Varpa” is one of the survivals for it has been played all over Gotland since the Middle
Ages. During recent decades this and other traditional games have even experienced a
renaissance, and they are today still a very vital expression of the Gotlanders’ cultural
identity. Varpa is a throwing game, very similar to horseshoes, in which both women and
men compete. The Varpa is made of stone or metal and the objective of the game is to
throw it to land as close as possible to a pin 20 meters away.

Since the late nineteenth-century emergence of modern sports in Sweden, Varpa’s
position on Gotland’s sporting scene had been threatened, both by imported sports such
as soccer and by the “sportification” process. Interestingly, however, the diffusion of
traditional and modern sports has been a two-way process, for at the beginning of the
twentieth century, Varpa spread to the Swedish mainland, where attempts were made to
modernize it. This created a serious conflict between “traditionalists” on Gotland and
“modernists” on the mainland as two cultures, with completely different conceptions of
sport in general and Varpa in particular, clashed.
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This paper examines this conflict with one central question in mind: what happens
to a traditional game like Varpa when it is introduced to a new and more “sportificated”
culture?

Windsor’s finest: Kate McCrone and Alan Metcalfe

-27-


	LA84 Foundation Home Page
	LA84 Foundation Search Page
	NASSH Proceedings 1998
	Contents
	ANTEBELLUM AMERICAN
	Developing a Competitive Advantage: Antebellum Thoroughbred Horse Breeding in Kentucky
	Murder "The Sporting Man," and the Struggles to Establish the Sporting Press in Antebellum America

	ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL
	Inventing a New Nationalism: The Effects of Irish Participation at the 1990 and 1994 Soccer World Cups on Irish National Identity
	Football and National Identity in a Skiing Nation: The Case of Norway, c. 1930-1998
	The Diplomatic Background to the 1966 Soccer World Cup

	BACK TO 'NATURE'?
	Surfbathing and Surf Lifesaving in Australia and New Zealand: A Comparative Analysis
	Mountain Vista, Geographical Signifier, and the Meaning of Distinction: The Emergence of Physical Recreation and Outdoor Pursuits Culture in Calgary, 1884-1930
	A River Runs Through It: Recreation and the Thames River London, Ontario, 1867-1891
	Analysis of Angling Literature Reveals: Dame Julianna Berners Never "Fished with an Angle," and Sir Isaac Walton Was a Plagiarizing, "Incomplete Angler."

	CHINESE AND AMERICAN CONTACT AND CULTURE
	From Lantern Girl to Bruce Lee: Leisure, Sport and the Chinese-American Community of Oakland and San Francisco, World War I to 1965
	Birdies, Basketballs, and the Bolero: Recreating Chinese Cultural Identity Through Sport and Recreation in San Francisco's Chinatown, 1895 to World War II
	A History of Baseball in China: How America's Game Helped End Educational Exchanges in the Late Qing Dynasty, Taught Sun Yat-sen's Revolutionaries to Throw Hand Grenades, and Endured the Cultural Revolution

	COMBAT AND 'HEAVY' SPORTS
	Rosetta Hoffman, Gracie Bard, Dorcas Lehman, and Alda Ketterman: The Women Weightlifters of Muscletown USA
	MD's and KO's: The Medical Community's Response to Boxing
	The Socio-Historical Construction of the Roman Gladiator
	Violent Origins: A New Theory of Ancient Sport
	Picturing Amazons: Journalism and Muscular Womanhood
	Bob Hoffman: A Personal Reminiscence

	CULTURAL CONCERNS-VALUES, PROCESSES, IDENTITIES
	Calvinists and Mennonites: A Pilot Study on Shepherding Christianity and Sport in Canada
	Creating White-Collar Identity: Middle Class Norms as Cornerstones in Denmark in the School, the Gymnastic Movement, and the Sport System, 1900-1940
	Sports Research as Cultural Research in the Process of Globalization
	Don't Throw Garbage-Throw Varpa: Traditional Games Local Identity, and the Struggle against the Sportification Process on Gotland, 1920-1990

	ETHNICITY AND RACE IN NORTH AMERICA
	Stacking on the Ice? The Brief History of the African American Hockey Player
	Sport and Racial Formation in the United States
	The Struggle for Scottish Supremacy: The Roderick R. McLennan versus Donald Dinnie Rivalry 1870-1872
	An American Legion Dilemma: The Issue of Race in Junior Baseball
	Más que béis y box: Hispanic-Americans in United States Sport History
	Before Jackie Robinson: Sport and the Civil Rights Campaigns of the 1930s

	GAMBLING
	Nick Englisis and Henry Hill: College Basketball's Master Fixers
	The Serpent in Paradise: An Examination of Commissioner Giamatti's Case Against Pete Rose

	GENDER AND RACE
	The Decline of Women's Basketball Competition at Historically Black Colleges and Universities in North Carolina, 1940-1945
	Invisible Woman: African American Female Athletes and Sport During the 1960s

	INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS
	Sports in a State University: the University of Illinois, 1897-1998
	A Coach's Son: Growing Up in the Ethos of Muscular Christianity and Amateur Athletics in Detroit
	The College All-Star Game: A Transformation of American Football
	Midwestern Ivy: John Millis, Football Reform and the Presidents Conference
	Ivy League Women Establish Athletic Traditions 1973-1983
	Margot Polivy, Legal Costs, and the Demise of the Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women

	MASCULINITIES AND FEMININITIES
	Changing Images of Women in Professional Basketball: From Femininity to Athleticism
	"That's Right John You Never Did Play": Images of Masculinity and the Cold War Consensus in Baseball Cinema (1947-1957)
	Supermanism and Bodily Culture in Italy: The Case of Futurism
	Masculinity and the Military Technology Complex: The Emergence of Sport Parachuting
	In a Cottage of Content: Work, Leisure, and Gender in Popular and Radical Thought, c.1830-c. 1860
	Doing Up the Work: Exploring Older Women's Physicality in Turn-of-the-Century Iowa
	Purity of Heart and Strength of Will: The Role of Female Teachers in the Modern sports Movement
	Strike a Pose!: Photographic Representation and the Construction of Gender in Athletic Team Photos, 1870-1930

	MASS MEDIA, PUBLIC HISTORY
	Creating Critical Sport History for Popular Audiences: A Comparative Analysis of Two Sport-Related Exhibits in Hamilton, Ontario
	The Press and Racial Integration of Baseball:  Comparative Coverage in Northern and Southern Minor League Cities, 1945-1947
	The Ambivalence of American Womanhood: An Examination of Sport and Advertising in the Ladies Home Journal during the 1920s

	MYTHS AND METAPHORS
	Yearning for Yesteryear: Cal Ripken Jr., The Streak, and the Politics of Nostalgia
	Sports Terminology and the French Language in the Age of Louis XIV
	Mens sana in corpore sano? Body and Mind in Greek Literature
	An Oregon Hippie in Uncle Sam's Court: A Vietnam Era Fable

	NATIVE PEOPLES
	Anglicizing Indians Through the Old Indian Game: Lacrosse at the Carlisle School, 1910-1918
	Strong Women - Nobody Could Knock Her Down: Aboriginal People and the Sports of the Arctic Fur Traders
	Manipulating Movement: Official Rendering on Native Cultural Practices, 1880-1930

	OLYMPIC STUDIES
	Conflict and Resolution: The World of Olympic Commercialism
	American Ideas about Race and Olympic Races 1896-1940: Shattering Myths or Reinforcing Scientific Racism?
	The American's, the Swiss, the IOC and the Ligue Internationale de Hockey sur Glace at the 1948 Olympic Winter Games
	Broken Time and Broken Hearts: The Maritimes and the Selection of Canada's 1936 Hockey Team
	José Benjamin Zubiaur: An Argentinean Sport and Physical Education Advocate and the Early Olympic Movement
	New Facts Surrounding Africa's First Encounter with the Olympic Games in 1904

	ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNANCE
	The Soldier the Teacher and the Forester: Conflicts Around Orienteering Races in Late 1960s France
	Gymnastics Divorces the AAU: The Role of the Penn State Versus Cologne Gymnastics Affair
	Ball Games Among Women in Norway: Volleyball - from a Stalinist Escapade to a Colonized Practice, and Handball - Castrated "Bourgeois" Soccer?

	RACE AND GENDER IN AMERICAN FOOTBALL
	B(l)ack to the Future: Slash-ing through the Black Atlantic
	The Construction, Negotiation, and Transformation of Racial Identity in American Football
	History, Hegemony and Black Quarterbacks: Black Quarterback Experiences in American Football
	Another View of Professional Football
	Professional Football and the Black Experience: A Historical Review
	Fritz Pollard and the Establishment of Color Barrier in the National Football League

	SPORT AND THE CITY
	Sport State and Capital Accumulation in Toronto, 1845-1886
	Change in the City, Change in the Game: Denman Arena, 1911-1936
	The Influence of the Rivalry between Fort William and Port Arthur on the Development of Sport in Thunder Bay
	Before Johnny Weismuller: How Chicago Swimmers Conquered the World

	SPECIAL SESSIONS AND PANELS
	GRADUATE STUDENT ESSAY AWARD
	Defining Practices: Femail Employee's Leisure at Eaton's by Susan L. Forbes

	JOHN R. BETTS HONOR ADDRESS
	Charles P. Korr, University of Missouri-St. Louis

	MAXWELL L. HOWELL AND REET HOWELL INTERNATIONAL ADDRESS
	Richard W. Pound, Q.C., Vice-President, International Olympic Committee, Montreal

	NASSH BUSINESS
	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
	ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
	CONVENTION BOOK DISPLAY - 1998
	SECRETARY-TREASURERS REPORT


