
Finally, by comparing the different economic and
functional origins of hockey arenas in the United States and
Canada, as well as the motivations behind the construction of these
buildings, some observations will be offered regarding how these
essential differences reflect the relative importance of the sport to
each nation. The findings presented here come out of a larger,
ongoing study devoted to the architectural history of buildings for
skating and hockey in North America, from 1860 – 2000.

Laura Thomas
University of British Columbia

“Lifeguards and Ladies”: Gender, Sport and the
History of Public Swimming Pools

The public swimming pool is a local (and global) site
where the identity politics of the everyday is negotiated through
and upon nearly naked bodies. It is a center for hygiene, physical
education, leisure, and sport where patriarchal gender relations
have been reproduced by dominant discourses about public health
and the citizen’s body. It is also a space where girls and women
have negotiated power over and between these male-centered
ideologies and made a home for themselves. Turn of the century
discourses that sought to train and educate the female body for
reproduction envisioned leisure swimming as an appropriate
activity for girls and women. By 1950, however, women had
taken their aquatic opportunities into the masculine realm of
athletic competition: across North America, competitions for
women in swimming, diving and synchronized swimming were
flourishing thanks to the historical acceptance of female bodies in
public pools.

Crystal Pool in Vancouver, British Columbia is a good
example of a space and place where dominant discourses about
disciplining the female body through hygiene, physical education
and leisure were taken up by women. Crystal Pool is a site where
social relations of gender (as compounded with Victorian notions
of race and class) were negotiated in and through the bodies that
inhabited it. While people of color and the poor were merely
tolerated as patrons, Vancouver’s white, middle class girls and
women fared comparatively well. Analysis of gender and the
internal geography of the pool and records of gender and patronage
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provide evidence that the constant articulation of swimming as an
appropriate exercise for women by turn of the century medical
practitioners, contributed to the consistent and rapid development
of competitive aquatics for women (often by women) during the
rest of the century. By the Post-War period, a time in Canadian
sport history that Michael Messner and others have suggested is
best characterized by armored football players and “bare and
vulnerable cheerleaders,” proved to be an opportune moment for
women to choose to participate in sports like synchronized
swimming, a space where women could be both “lifeguards and
ladies”.

Bob Trumpbour
Pennsylvania State University

Cincinnati and Professional Sports: Community Pride
and Ambivalence in the 1996 Stadium Construction

Referendum
The citizens of Cincinnati overwhelmingly supported the

Issue One referendum, the first citizen approved initiative in the
United States simultaneously authorizing taxpayer subsidy for the
construction of two major league stadiums. Public enthusiasm for
this ambitious construction project was tempered by the knowledge
that taxpayer subsidy was required in order to prevent the loss of
Cincinnati’s National Football League franchise to another
community. An examination of the Cincinnati Enquirer’s
coverage of this ballot initiative suggests that the news content was
reflective of community values on this issue. Editorial content,
however, was substantially skewed to favor taxpayer subsidy for
stadium construction by a margin far exceeding available public
opinion data. Cost overruns and uncertainties after the ballot
initiative’s success motivated many citizens to react negatively to
the entire stadium construction process. Despite this, examination
of public feedback during the opening days of Paul Brown Stadium
offered tempered evidence of community pride. Comparisons to
media coverage of this project with the decision-making process
for Riverfront Stadium, built during the late 1960s indicate that
more recent calls for stadium construction include more profound
policy-related involvement from team owners.
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