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Stephen Essex and Brian Chalkley, “Mega-sporting events in urban and
regional policy: a history of the Winter Olympics,” Planning Perspectives, Vol.
19, April 2004, pp. 201-232. Reviewed by Anthony G. Church.

Essex and Chalkley provide an excellent review of research and literature pertaining to
the economic and infrastructure ‘legacies’ of the Olympic Winter Games. The aim of the
article was twofold: to focus on the role of Winter Games in changing the built and natural
environments of the host communities, and to assess the role of these mega-events in urban
policy. While their work provided only an overview of some general themes, they did provide
some valuable insight into a growing phenomenon.

The authors provide some valuable distinctions between the Olympic Games and the
Olympic Winter Games. Too often studies pertaining to Olympic hosting focus only on the
summer version of the Olympic Games, while ignoring the uniqueness of the Winter
Games. From an urban perspective, the Winter Games have gone through significant
changes since their inception in 1924. No longer are the host communities small rural resort
towns. The host community must now be able to provide the infrastructure necessary to
suppott the enormous numbers of visitors over a short time petiod. This means that urban
centres are now the likeliest hosts for these events.

The idea of post-Games usage of facilities was another important theme identified by
Essex and Chalkley. Host communities are being left with bobsled, luge, skeleton, and ski
jump runs which dot the urban landscape along with other high-performance sport facilities,
which go largely unused by the general host community population. The authors do not
provide significant detail or investigation of this topic; however, they do point out that the
large investment of public money in the Winter Games yields facilities which are even more
exclusionary than the facilities associated with hosting the summer Olympic Games.

A major weakness in this article was the omission of any discussion related to the
associated costs of the Winter Games. The authors rightly point out the enormous sums of
public money used to host the Games and even identify the exact expenses to past hosts.
Unfortunately, what Essex and Chalkley disregard is the massive amounts of money used by
different levels of government in the host community to ‘sell’ the Games to local citizens and
to support Games-related development. In some cases these associated costs can be more
than the event-hosting costs themselves.

For the most patt, this article does not produce any original findings; however, it frames
the relevant urban policy issues associated with hosting the Winter Games into an interesting
and fairly comprehensive read for any individual concerned with the subject matter. If
nothing else, it points to the uniqueness of the Winter Games and the impacts associated
with the events, and it addresses the importance for urban planners to consider the post-
event legacies of the facilities and associated infrastructure changes to the host community.
Essex and Chalkley’s conclusion that “host cities need to have carefully integrated and
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realistic strategies for all aspects of Olympic-related development” (p. 226) is astute and
contributes to this article being a necessaty piece of literature for any civic official interested
in hosting the Olympics.

Frances Houghton, “Latin America and the Olympic Ideal of Progress: An
Athlete’s Perspective,” The International Journal of the History of Sport, Vol. 22,
No. 2, March 2005, pp. 158-176. Reviewed by Christine M. O’Bonsawin.

Entrenched within de Coubertin’s early philosophies of Olympism were ideals of
progress, civilization, and civic otganization. The symbolic, festival, and ritual dimensions of
the modern movement have provided nations with the opportunity to validate their positions
as progressive, advanced, and civilized. Such sentiments are reiterated in Frances
Houghton’s discussion on the Olympic ideals of progtess, as superimposed on Latin
American sporting behaviours. Houghton provides an exceptional dialogue on the
circumstances afflicting Latin America as its member states grappled between partialities for
traditional Indigenous games and pressures to adopt, what was perceived to be, the
“progressive” qualities of western, colonial, and “civilized” sporting practices.

The Anthropology Days athletic event of the 1904 St. Louis Olympic Games is
identified as the eatliest event in the movement’s history that typecast Atrgentinean
Patagonian athletes as “prehistoric” and “barbaric” competitors. In her examination,
Houghton accurately delineates the reasoning for hosting such primitive “athletic” events,
including bolo and mud fights, to the desites of “civilized” nations in affirming their
supetiotity in the world order. Furthermore, she effectively identifies the necessity for
western nations to draw clear distinctions between the backwardness of batbaric and
primitive sport in opposition to the genteel virtues of colonial sporting contests. Houghton
attributes the functions of the various indigenous tribes of the wotld, including the
Argentinian Patagonian “Giants,” in the Anthropology Days athletic event to specific
scientific rationales, including the desire to incorporate ‘spectacles of curiosities’ in Olympic
events; the necessity “to fill in this gap in pre-history and make appearance of colonial
progress all the more impressive;” and to demonstrate that these races had made minimal
progress toward civilization.

Unfortunately, Houghton fails to recognize that the participation of Latin American
Indigenous peoples in the Anthropology Days was linked to the spectacle event overarching
the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair — the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. Houghton fittingly
identifies that the justification for the 1904 Games and the Olympic movement in general,
has traditionally centred on the theme of exploitation. However, in supporting this claim she
erroneously asserts that the Argentinean Patagonians were transported from their natural
context to St. Louis in order to “prove a point” in the athletic arena. However, it is
important to recognize that those who competed in the Anthropology Days event were not
transported to St. Louis for that purpose. They were invited to the World’s Fair in order to
participate in the anthropological and ethnological exhibits, as it was assumed each group
possessed a particular scientific and racial uniqueness that would validate the anthropological
visions of the Department of Anthropology. The Anthropology Days event, which was a
joint venture between the Department of Anthropology and the Department of Physical
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Education (this outfit administered the organization and hosting of the Olympics), was
merely a desperate addition to the ‘Olympic Games Proper.’

Overall, Houghton satisfactorily tackles the daunting and all-encompassing analysis of
Latin America and the Olympic ideal of progress throughout the entirety of the twentieth
century. Throughout the lengthy period of analysis, her discussion succinctly addresses Latin
American interests in selective national contexts, including those of Chile, Argentina, Cuba,
and Spain. While this is an extensive and important area of study, future research will, no
doubt, benefit from separating and isolating the various subject matters and time periods of
examination. Houghton raises many important issues, which justifiably warrant further
attention and analysis and can quite easily be independently studied and further researched.

Mark Dyreson, “Aggressive America: Media Nationalism and the “War’ over
Olympic Pictures in Sport’s ‘Golden Age,” The International Journal of the
History of Sport, Vol. 22, No. 6, 2005, pp. 974-989. Reviewed by Catly Adams.

During the 1920s, sporting contests in the United States captured unprecedented public
interest and intrigue. Labelled as the ‘golden age’ of American sport, during the 1920s a
widespread popular culture existed that centred on athletic pursuits. Not surptisingly, the
celebrated Olympic Games occupied a considerable place in the obsession. The Olympics,
as the most highly respected international sporting festival, offered the United States a forum
to showrcase its sporting prowess. Providing written, pictorial, and motion picture coverage
to large audiences, American media outlets viewed the Olympics as a valuable commodity;
held once every four years, it was a highly anticipated event.

Although the narrative is occasionally repetitive, Dyreson showcases once again an
impressive attention to detail in this thoroughly researched and documented contribution to
Olympic studies. In this article, he offers a detailed narrative of an incident that threatened
American, as well as global, media coverage of the 1924 and 1928 Olympic festivals. While
recognizing the seminal contribution of Barney, Wenn, and Martyn in their book Seling the
Five Rings, Dyreson suggests that the authors overlooked a critical development that led to the
International Olympic Committee’s claim of ownership over the visual images of the
Olympic Games. Drawing on the official reports of the Olympic Games, newspaper
commentary, and the personal correspondence of key individuals as evidence, Dyreson
contends that the foundations of this policy can be traced back to the 1924 Olympic Games
in Paris and the 1928 Olympic Games in Amsterdam. Through a detailed, carefully-
constructed narrative, the author reveals that in both 1924 and 1928, the host organizing
committees endeavoured to sell still and motion picture rights to the highest bidder, with
preference given to companies from the host nation, in hope of securing substantial financial
capital.

Dyerson offers the reader new evidence in the history of ownership over pictorial rights
at Olympic festivals, an extension of the vast array of primary and secondary sources utilized
in this paper. He argues that North American and European media were outraged by the
unprecedented policy of control and sale of Olympic images implemented by the otganizing
committees in 1924 and 1928 Media outlets around the globe adamantly protested these
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restrictions, lobbying their local governments for support and threatening boycotts. Dyreson
focuses on the animosity that developed in the United States in response to claims that the
organizing committee controlled and could reap profits from images of the Olympic Games.
Traditionally, sports images were the property of the entity that produced them—the media.
He concludes that the American media in cooperation with the American government were
unsuccessful at changing the policies of the French and Dutch organizing committees.
Ultimately, the Olympic Games had attracted huge public appeal and the coverage was in
such high demand that media companies gave in to the organizing committees’ demands.

Robert K. Barney, “An Olympic Dilemma: Protection of the Symbols,”
Journal of Obympic History, Vol. 3, No. 4, September 2003, pp. 216-238.
Reviewed by Emese Ivan.

The Olympic Movement is no longer the organization for keeping alive the Olympic
ideals of peace and international friendship. Today the Modern Olympic Games ate subjects
of huge global interest, while the International Olympic Committee manages a multimillion-
dollar business. The Movement’s symbols, including its well-known five rings logo invoke
images of power, success, and authority. It is no surprise that many important multinational
companies strive to be associated with the Olympic symbols, and are ready to sign long-term
partnership agreements with the IOC. Becoming a “Partner of the Olympic Games” and
utilizing the five-ring symbol in advertising campaigns means wotldwide prestige for any
company executives. From another perspective, these symbols ate treasured by the IOC.
One could expect, therefore, that the IOC has taken appropriate measures to protect its
treasured symbols.

In this article, Robert Barney offers the reader a historical overview of the efforts
undertaken in domestic American and international context to achieve worldwide protection
— without achieving a universally conclusive result. The authot’s main analysis focuses on the
Helms case, which has been on the agenda of IOC and USOC meetings for decades. This
case gives us an interesting perspective on the eatly struggle between commercialization and
amateurism inside the Olympic movement, revealing the personalities involved in fights over
the rights to use Olympic symbols. The reader can learn how Paul Helms, a careful, Los
Angeles businessman, who had all of the legal rights to earn profits from using the symbols,
stepped away and showed deference to the Olympic movement; at the same time, Avery
Brundage, the powerful IOC President, well known for his dictatotial, ultraconservative, and
confrontational character rejected any compromises on this issue. He was against of any kind
of commercial activity in the Olympics and was ready to fight for his ideal of amateurism at
any cost. He felt the responsibility to correct the mistakes of the USOC, failing to read the
Helms contract carefully before signing, failing to protect the Olympic symbols within the
territory of the United States, and even failing to take steps towards gaining a federal
judgment in favour of allowing the USOC to issue federal income tax deduction receipts.

The Helms case was resolved in favour of the USOC in 1950. After that, the IOC paid
greater attention to protecting the Olympic symbols. It encouraged National Olympic
Committees to join international conventions regarding symbol protection, tried to introduce
a Treaty on the Protection of Olympic Symbols by the WIPO, and even lobbied the Swiss
Government — where IOC headquarters are located — to advance a petition to register the
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five-ring symbol internationally. What could the IOC achieve? Does a worldwide protection
of the symbols exist today? Surprisingly the answer is: no. The author provides us with the
wotldwide data and a detailed country-by-country analysis on this topic. The study reveals
that Olympic symbols are legally protected by international treaties or national laws in
approximately half of all member nations in the modern Olympic movement.

The author’s historical overview of Olympic symbol protection is well documented,
interestingly written and generates new ideas for further research in an area undet-
represented in Olympic scholarship, and it begs for a quantitative, economic analysis of the
Olympic movement in general.

Nigel Crowther, “The state of the modern Olympics: citius, altius, fortius?,”
European Review, Vol. 12, No. 3, 2004, pp. 445-460. Reviewed by Bradley J.
Davison.

How have the Olympic Games evolved since Coubertin’s revival in 18962 In “The
state of the modern Olympics: citius, altius, fortius?,” the classicist Nigel Crowther contrasts
the state of the Modern Olympic Games against Olympism, a philosophy combining sport,
culture, and education for the betterment of mankind. In a martiage of authoritative
scholarship and personal conjecture, the author highlights eatly principles of the Modern
Olympic Movement and familiarizes the reader with the current state of the Games. The
author discusses the aforementioned theme in several topics including Olympism as a
philosophy of life, or religion; The Games as spectacle; Amateurism and professionalism; To
be the best, or to participate?; Nationalism and ultranationalism; The medal count; War,
violence, and peace; Women and minorities; Performance-enhancing drugs; and The
Americanization of the Games. FEach topic is addressed by a discussion of pertinent
Olympic developments, ideals, scandals, key players, and international events.

In his article, Crowther begins by briefly displacing the notion of Olympic ‘innocence’ in
the Modern Olympics and, to a lesser extent, the ancient festivals. It is suggested that the
Olympic Games and Olympism have come to promote divergent values; in fact, the author
suggests that sometimes they contrast. Though Coubertin hoped to establish a connection
with the Greek Olympics of antiquity, Crowther contends that the Modern Olympic Games
are more aligned with Roman sport as a form of entertainment. The author also discusses
amateurism and the Games. In modern times, rules of eligibility established by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) for Olympic athletes have been modified; what was
once an athletic festival warranted by a strict and exclusive definition of amateutism, has
since evolved. With drastic changes in eligibility rules, specifically arising in the 1980s and
90s, athletes can now participate in the Games, regardless of amateur or financial status (so
long as they qualify).

The author evaluates Coubertin’s belief that “The important thing in the Olympic
Games is not winning but taking patrt” (p. 449). The controversial relationship between
politics and the Olympics is also discussed. Pertinent events such as the 1968 black power
protests, the 1980 boycotts, and the periodic exclusion of nations from the Games are
presented. Additionally, the medal count is evaluated as a vehicle for politics.
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Crowther notes a series of violent events external to sport that have been connected to
the Olympic Games. For instance, the extreme supptession of protestors in the Tlatelolco
section of the city prior to the 1968 Mexico City Games, and the murder of 11 Israeli athletes
and officials at the 1972 Munich Games. Having mentioned some of Coubertin’s
chauvinistic and sexist notions, Crowther highlights some key events exhibiting the evolving
role of women and minorities in the Olympic Games; specifically, he mentions the
development of gender testing, the tise in the participation of women, the ‘Anthropology
Days’ exhibition at the 1904 St. Louis Games, and the racial undertones of the 1936 Berlin
Games.

Crowther discusses performance-enhancing drug use by Olympians, citing Thomas
Hicks, Knud Jensen, and Ben Johnson, who used various substances to improve their
performances in Olympic competition. Additionally, he comments on the World Anti-
Doping Agency’s (WADA) role against doping.  Lastly, Crowther discusses the
Americanization and commercialization of the Olympic Games. The importance of
American business, American television contracts and, more specifically, the impact of Peter
Ueberroth and the success of the 1984 Los Angeles Games are evaluated.

Crowther concludes that, though the Modern Olympics often fail to align with their
entrenched principles, they have aspired to symbolize sporting excellence and have
“transcended sport to become a global cultural phenomenon” (p. 458). Though many of the
events Crowther discusses have been evaluated in other academic works, this amalgamation
of Olympic themes and events into one article is commendable. This
historical/contemportary narrative is a successful commentary on the modern state of the
Games that both academics and Olympic enthusiasts can appreciate. The segmentation of
the article is effective in presenting various key topics while proffering an informative piece
on the Games. However, upon close inspection, Crowther’s work presents some
shortcomings. The list of references for this article is impressive, but issues arise in terms of
their use. For example, 15 of the 25 sources are only cited once and a mere 3 sources are
referred to more than 3 times. Additionally, Crowther makes some incriminating statements
without support from any sources. For instance, he states, “Even after his disqualification,
Johnson was still in demand and is said to have earned $25 million in endorsements” (pp.
455-4506). 'This is a significant claim, yet Crowther neglects to cite any reference material for
the reader. He also writes, “In 1980, in Moscow, Killanin was happy that British athletes
used an Olympic flag, since Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher had ‘banned’ them from the
Games, but the host Soviets were in favour of more national displays and symbols” (p. 451).
Not only is this statement lacking a citation, but the entire paragraph from which this passage
was taken lacks references as well.

When referring to Athens’ bid for the 1996 centennial Olympic Games, Crowther
writes, “As an Olympic insider, Mercouri [should not have been sutprised that the home of
Coca-Cola, the longest-running Olympic sponsor, was victorious over Athenian
sentimentality” (p. 457). Crowther forgoes the intricacies of the Olympic bid process and
assumes American commercialism was the major factor in deciding who would host the
Games; in doing so, he neglects to evaluate the strength of the Greek bid. In his book Inside
the Olympic Games, Dick Pound (2004) states,

... a majority of the IOC members were sensible enough to know that, given the
existing economic and political difficulties faced by the small country [Greece], it
would have been impossible for Greece to succeed. The whole conduct of the
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Athens campaign showed that there was no unified commitment to making the
Games a success. 1 believed that if the bid from Toronto... failed, then it should be
an Anyone-but-Athens contest (p. 0).

Cleatly, there was more at play in awarding the Games to Atlanta than Crowther contests.

Despite some minor imperfections, Crowther succeeds in providing a significant article
on Olympic history. This article’s presentation makes it accessible to Olympic scholars and
enthusiasts of all levels, and contributes to a greater understanding of the evolution of the
Modern Olympic Games and their current state.

Fan Hong, Pin Wu, & Huan Xiong, “Beijing Ambitions: An Analysis of the
Chinese Elite Sports System and its Olympic Strategy for the 2008 Olympic
Games,” The International Journal of the History of Sport, Vol. 22, No. 4, July
2005, pp. 510-529. Reviewed by Natalie Szudy.

In this article, authors Fan Hong, Ping Wu, and Huan Xiong examined the relationship
between the Chinese sport system and China’s ideological quest to win the most medals in
Beijing at the 2008 Olympic Games. A brief review of China’s involvement in the previous
Olympic Games provides the necessary framework to understand the current sport system
and an explanation of China’s motivations to outperform the rest of the world, particularly
the United States and Russia. Developing an elite sport system and establishing China as the
superpower in international competition is the fundamental basis for the sport framework
created for Chinese athletes leading up to the 2008 Olympics. The authors identified
centralized management, administration, and available financial and human resources as the
key features that fall under the umbrella of Jugno #zhi, which translates to “entire country
support for the elite sport system.” Investigation of the impact of this elite sport system is
developed through the analysis of Chinese sport policies, specifically the construction of the
sport administrative system, athlete selection and training systems. The authors focus on the
examination of resource development and distribution within the Chinese sport system and
the process of athlete development.

The goal of athletic dominance is highlighted and explained through an historical
analysis of past Olympic performances of Chinese athletes. This article outlines the causes
for the increased development and achievement of Chinese national athletes over the past
few Olympic Games. China reached its highest level of achievement at the 2004 Olympic
Games in Athens, Greece, when its athletes secured third place in the medal rankings by
winning 32 gold medals, setting 6 new world records and beating 21 Olympic records.

The authors parallel the performance and success of the Chinese athletes to the
significant political development in China. The authors argue that the development of an elite
sport system that is rooted deeply in governmental infrastructure and immense financial
supportt, is linked to changes in the political and social structure in China. 'The identification
of the Chinese government’s desire for a supetior sport system is reinforced by the
competitive relationship between the political systems of China and the West and is a key
factor in China’s improved showings at recent Olympic Games. Examination of the
preparation for the Beijing Olympics, analysis and critique of the elite sport system are also
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discussed in reference to the goal of the Chinese sport system. The authors include an
analysis of the sport infrastructure and impact of sport management systems by compating
the current structure that supports Jugno tizhi to China’s focus on elite sport. This
comparison reveals a relentless focus on supetior athlete development and a strict adherence
to the goal of domination in international sport.

The strength of this article is the in-depth specific investigation of the Chinese spott
infrastructure. The authors examine the historical development as a backdrop that promoted
significant change in the Chinese sport system. This article also outlines the changes in
funding and social acceptance of a strict focus on elite level sport. The authors include a
historical analysis of a centralized system of sport intertwined with political development to
create a frame of reference. In addition, specific attention is paid to athlete development
through the discussion of the process of selection and development. The selection system
for elite athletes is examined and provides insight to the impact of a strict focus on elite sport.
The inclusion of this analysis provides an illustration of the strategic programs, which
provide the basis for the Chinese sport system. Inclusion of Chinese sports officials
comments on the current sport system also lend to an interesting and important discussion
of the strategic sport programs and gives further insight into the public image of Chinese
Sport. Discussion of the promotion of this strategic program beyond the 2008 Olympic
Games also provides insight into the future possibilities and direction of elite sport in China.
This article outlines an intriguing analysis of the changes in sport infrastructure that develop
within a host country. The authors identify a critical relationship of dependence between the
Chinese political system and the success of Chinese athletes internationally.

Eric Zolov, “Showcasing the ‘Land of Tomorrow Mexico and the 1968
Olympics,” The Americas, Vol. 61, No. 2, 2004, pp. 159-188. Reviewed by
Caitlin Jenkins.

The article written by Eric Zolov is one that describes the process by which Mexico
developed a strong Olympic Organizing Committee in the year 1968. He strives to focus on
the positive events and actions, in an attempt to support Mexico’s plight and the strengths of
their mission. At the outset of the article, Zolov attempts to paint a picture depicting Mexico
City days before the opening ceremony of the 1968 Summer Olympic Games. He portrays a
feeling of cultural pride, excitement, and optimism. However, as it stands today, people
reflect back on the 1968 Games with images of the tragic massacre of unarmed students at
Plaza de las Tres Culturas and the silent protest by American black track and field athletes
Tommie Smith and John Carlos. The conflicts and challenges Mexico faced in being the first
developing nation (p. 160) to host an Olympics have been overlooked. Furthermore, the
country rallied together to overcome any obstacles and prove that “Mexico is no longer a
land of manana, but the land of tomorrow, one truly capable of handling its Olympic
responsibilities” (p. 163).

The authot’s main purpose is to demonstrate how the Mexican Organizing Committee
MOC), in an attempt to underscore Mexico’s strengths while dismissing its weaknesses,
developed a strategic marketing approach with the ptimary focus of promoting the Cultural
Olympiad. The Cultural Olympiad was a year-long affair promoting traditional Mexican att,
music, theater and other cultural events which framed the staging of the Games. Gaining
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support for the 1968 Olympics was a challenge due to the widespread assumption, in
Mexico, that the Games were excessive and wasteful. Throughout the article, Zolov
demonstrates that the Cultural Olympiad not only generated popular support within the
country for hosting the Games, but it contributed to the perception from abroad that Mexico
was an appropriate and capable host. ‘This article does not address the negative events
surrounding the Games; rather, it contends that Mexico was a harmonizing nation that
embodies the highest ideals of Olympic harmony.

The author presented his arguments through an historical narrative approach. His
descriptive style of writing makes the article an enjoyable read for Olympic enthusiasts,
academics, as well as a general audience. He breaks his discussion into two ptimaty areas of
analysis. Initially, he focuses on the struggles Mexico faced once it had been awarded the
rights to host the 1968 Games at the 61st session in Baden-Baden in October 1963. He
describes how the city was quickly inundated with questions and concerns as to whether it
was economically and politically realistic for Mexico, a developing nation, to host and stage
the Olympic Games. As Zolov describes, “What was supposed to have been a golden
opportunity to showcase the ‘new Mexico’ threatened instead, to divide the body politic and
embarrass the nation’s leadership precisely at its moment of developmental glory” (p. 166).
His second and predominant area of analysis was the Cultural Olympiad and its impact on
the staging of the Games. The Cultural Olympiad was a broad-based program that,
according to MOC Chairman Vazquez Rana, generated further popular support and
dispelled any divisions and doubts surfacing throughout Mexico.

The author develops and defends his atgument in a comprehensive fashion. He makes
the point, in support of the Cultural Olympiad, that the Ohmpic Charter places importance on
having a cultural component to the Games. This is followed with examples that Mexico was
the first host city to accentuate and incorporate culture into the Games. The MOC aligned
twenty separate sphetes of cultural activity with the twenty athletic contests; thereby creating
a parallel between culture and sport. Throughout the body of the article, the author cleatly
outlines the five central components to the Cultural Olympiad: the iconic use of the peach
dove; the official logo which conveyed a cosmopolitan forward-looking sensibility through
op-art aesthetic; the presence of women in central aspects of Olympic promotion; the staging
of folklote performances; and the liberal use of bright colours. Evidently, the Cultural
Olympiad had a profound impact and carried with it a great deal of symbolism.

The Olympic Games are intended to be a celebration of humanity. Zolov’s article
clearly outlines the success of the Cultural Olympiad and its contribution towards the overall
staging of the Mexico 1968 Summer Olympic Games and its exemplification of human
celebration.

Bryan E. Denham, “Hero or Hypocrite?: United States and International
Media Portrayals of Carl Lewis amid Revelations of a Positive Drug Test,”
International Review for the Sociology of Sport, Vol. 39, No. 2, 2004, pp. 167-185.
Reviewed by Sarah Teetzel.
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Denham analyzes the media’s coverage of allegations made by former United States
Olympic Committee (USOC) director of drug control, Dr. Wade Exum, that legendary
Olympic athlete Carl Lewis tested positive for banned stimulants prior to the 1988 Olympic
Games. Through an examination of 14 US and 25 international newspapers published
between Exum’s disclosure on 16 April 2003 and the USOC’s official response to the
allegations on 19 May 2003, Denham identifies several differences between American and
international newspaper reporting of the event. He notes that the majority of US reporters
delayed reporting the story, dismissed the leaked report as a fabricated story spun by a
disgruntled employee, denied accusations of any wrongdoing by Lewis or the USOC, and
attributed Lewis’s positive test results to accidental ingestion rather than deliberate doping.
In contrast, the international newspapers Denham cites, “told a dramatically different story
than did their counterparts in the United States,” (p. 178) describing both the USOC and
Lewis as hypocrites, reporting the story eatlier, quoting fewer USOC officials, and not
questioning Exum’s intentions in leaking the USOC reports.

Denham atgues that the US media remained shockingly quiet about the story due to a
surge in US nationalism in 2003 and a desire to avoid embarrassment on the international
stage. Denham suggests that two causal factors contributed to the more critical, scandalous,
and accusatory spin placed on the story by international reporters compared to their
counterparts working for American newspapers. The first involves Lewis’s past “holier-
than-thou” attitude toward his competitors, and his resulting hypocritical participation in
practices he frequently condemned other athletes for using. Denham’s second hypothesis,
however, involves circumstances that were out of Lewis’s control. He suggests that Lewis
bared the brunt of the anti-American feelings generated by US president George Bush’s
involvement in Iraq, noting that, “anti-American sentiment may have manifested itself
through international press reaction to Lewis” (p. 168).

All 25 international newspapers Denham includes in his international media analysis
come from the following six countties: Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Ireland,
and the United Kingdom. There is no representation from African, South American,
mainland European, or non-English-speaking countries. Although Denham acknowledges
in an endnote that his international newspapet selection is limited to newspapers appearing in
the Nexis database, his constant reference to “international media representations” is
misleading because it excludes many areas of the world. Similarly, Denham’s overall
argument that, “media portrayals of sport can mirror representations of more important
global events, in this case the questionable use of military force...in Iraq” (p. 182) loses steam
when one considers that 16 of the 25 international newspapers included in the study come
from countries that fought alongside the US in Iraq. As such, this weakens Denham’s
hypothesized link between worldwide perceptions of Bush, who was fighting alongside the
majority of the countries included in the sample, and media representations of Lewis, whose
international competitors all hail from countries competing with the US for athletic
supremacy.

The theory and terminology incorporated into Denham’s article is easy to understand,
because of the background information he provides on media representations, political-
economic theory, ethnocentrism in the Olympic Games, and the political economy of mass
media. The result is a concise, well-organized article. Rather than providing unqualified moral
judgements on whether Lewis is a hero or a hypocrite, the author chooses to analyze
statistics and comment on indisputable facts, which allows the reader to come to his or her
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own conclusion about Lewis’s innocence or guilt. Denham avoids relying on hearsay and
unsubstantiated gossip in favour of presenting scholatly research, and this is one of the
strengths of the article.

Steven Tufts, “Building the ‘competitive city> Labour and Toronto’s Bid to
Host the Olympic Games,” Geoforum, Vol. 35, No. 1, January 2004, pp. 47-
58. Reviewed by Jared Ginter.

Theoretically, the author describes Toronto as a ‘competitive city’ because capital and
labour flow into the city transnationally, and hegemonic distributions of these flows create
uneven development of urban spaces (advantaging the city-state). Three characteristics of a
modern Toronto emerge from this framework as used by the author. The first is the
‘entrepreneurial city,” which means the city fosters a pro-business environment. The second
is ‘a city of difference’ which means the city promotes multiculturalism. The third is ‘a
revanchist city’ where an imaginary suburban safeness is reproduced by the policing of
“immoral areas” of the city (i.e.: bathhouses, poor neighbourhoods). Tufts argues that these
three ideas, better than the original idea of the ‘competitive city,” can more aptly explain the
importance of labour within the city of Toronto.

In light of these characteristics, this article sets out to clear up the misconception that
labour (union) opinion on the presence of the Toronto Olympics can not be explained in
terms of any one single stance and one single rationale. In the popular media, the labour
position is often simplified and lost among larger advocacy groups. For example, the
Building and Construction Trades Council has long supported a Toronto Olympic bid
because of the jobs it would generate and that has been misconstrued by the media to mean
that unions in general supported the bid. The reality that Tufts points out is that the union
landscape is as divided (if not more) as the rest of the Toronto Olympic stakeholders. He
also atgues that within this divide there are often different reasons and criteria for certain
groups’ support or opposition to the Bid Committee’s cause. He also demonstrated how
some central labour bodies provided a space for democratic debate and discussion of the
issues among these dichotomous groups. The labour bodies were also active in secking
council from experienced counterparts. This meant that they made contact with several
labour organizations from Sydney, Australia to learn from their experiences in staging the
2000 Summer Olympic Games. The author has shown that the simple, single stance picture
that is often created about union support in the Toronto Olympic bid is revealed to be
categorically untrue. The results he reveals in this study show a much more complex picture
of the politics of labour.

In his introduction, the author sets the political and historical context for the article’s
analysis. The review then outlines the theoretical framework for the analysis contained in the
discussion. ‘The theoretical language used to explain the framework was unnecessarily
complicated. 'This is because the author explained these concepts by listing a series of
characteristics that outlined the ideas but made very few attempts to summarize and put the
ideas in their proper context. Due to the complexity of the theoty being discussed and the
fact that it appears as if the author is attempting to summarize several pages of a model into
one or two sentences; in this sense, the author fails to make his point succinctly. Further, he

2005 125



OLYMPIKA

makes too many assumptions about the reader’s background knowledge on the topic of
urban geography.

That said, the method that the author used was to simply collect and analyze media and
academic descriptions of labour and union activity during the bidding process for the city of
Toronto for the 2008 Summer Olympic Games. For the authot’s purposes, this appeared to
be the most effective way for him to examine the labour situation surrounding the Olympic
bid.

Using a wide variety of sources, the author provides an extensive review of all the
intricacies of union involvement in the Toronto Olympic Bid process. The ideas he
presented were clearly identified and were backed up by relevant evidence. Another strength
of the discussion was the extensive use of footnotes. This technique also provided for a
succinct discussion. The reference list was impressive. It included popular media, academic
sources, books, pamphlets and personal communications. The sources listed also were from
a vatiety of fields of study. These fields included business, economics, geography, sportt,
ecology and urban planning,

On the whole, the article was very insightful. This was largely because the author
explored an area of Olympic bidding that is largely untouched. As Tufts points out, too
often an assumption is made about “the union” position in respect to an Olympic bid. The
depth of Tuft’s research presented a much clearer understanding of how labour positions
itself within the context of an Olympic bid.

David Whitson, “Bringing the world to Canada: ‘The Periphery of the
Centre,” Third World Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 7, 2004, pp. 1215-1232.
Reviewed by Jayson M. Doll.

Hosting an Olympic event is often viewed as an opportunity for cities to enhance
toutism, international image/status, futute investment, and economic growth. While
Olympic bid committees continue to seck these types of aspirations, Whitson proposes that
the evidence of such long-term benefits is overly optimistic and highly unpredictable.
Looking at the issue from a Canadian petspective, a desctiptive analysis is conducted to
determine whether, over time, hosting an Olympics can effectively “reposition” a once
peripheral city as a global one.

From beginning to end, the article was easy to follow as Whitson strategically divides his
work into four intetrelated sections. The first section provides a brief history of globalization
in the 1960s, and how this multi-faceted phenomenon influenced the goals and objectives set
by Olympic organizers over time. Within this transnational context, Whitson proposes that
hosting an international sporting event is often viewed as an occasion for cities to
demonstrate (and compete for) economic, technological, and cultural sophistication. In
other words, the author suggests that hosting an Olympic event is widely accepted as an
opportunity for urban centres to “promote” or “reposition” themselves on a world stage.
Interestingly, the “place promotion” analogy is mentioned several times in this section, which
invites the reader to think of host cities as corporations that are trying to promote (ot create
an awareness of) their products and setvices to existing ot potential customers.
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The second portion of the article elaborates on the previous section using an analytical
framework to examine “city repositioning” in Canada. Here, three factors (image building,
“signalling,” and identity transformation) are used to desctibe the experiences of two
Canadian cities that have hosted Olympic Games in the past: Montreal in 1976 and Calgary
in 1988. The same framework is also used to examine Vancouver’s experience with Expo
’80, and the city’s aspirations to host the 2010 Winter Games. While it is commonly held
that the pursuit of these international Games is intended to “signal” the city’s transition from
‘petipheral’ (regional or provincial outposts) to central (centres of cultural interest and
influence), Whitson argues that the role of a city’s own residents is often overlooked.
Specifically, the hosting of Olympic events is also intended to reposition the city’s identity in
the minds of its own citizens, thereby promoting “...new codes and habits of [global]
consumption” (p. 1222). In explaining the intangible goals of each Canadian city (ptior to
and during the Games), Whitson does an excellent job of demonstrating how Olympic
[achievement] discourse was used to enhance the outlooks and aspirations of local residents.
Yet, very little attention is paid to Vancouver’s place identity tactics for the 2010 Games.
Surely, this phenomenon has already begun in the “Pacific Rim” city, and so an investigation
on current undertakings would have been interesting here.

The third part of the article addresses whether the exposure gained from a host city’s re-
imaging translates into economic growth. In the case of Montreal, Whitson points out that
the massive debts incurred from hosting the 1976 Games prolonged the city’s economic
hardships and degraded much of its civic infrastructure. Although Calgary and Vancouver
were fortunate enough to benefit from enhanced television and sponsorship opportunities
during the 1980s, Whitson argues that these extra revenues were absorbed by “other” costs
associated with providing facilities, transportation, security, and telecommunications. Since
the majority of these costs are taken up by host governments, it seems that Canada’s
Olympic profits have been (and may continue to be) overshadowed by public spending in
the long run. While short-term growth is not completely refuted, Whitson contends “...the
measurable effects of the Olympics on tourism...were limited to the years of the Games
themselves” (p. 1225). The most significant point raised, however, is that the long-term
impact of mega-events cannot be isolated from larger political and economic events. Some
excellent examples are provided to support this statement, such as Montreal’s Drapeau era
and the quest for Quebec sovereignty, Calgary’s oil boom, and Vancouver’s Asian
immigration. Thus, it was easy to understand why cause-and-effect relationships are difficult
to prove in this instance.

In the final section, Whitson continues to convey a pessimistic stance when he
highlights some of the political issues raised by the analytical framework. While the
arguments presented are not new to Olympic academia, Whitson manages to tie in his
‘petipheral’ theory nicely. Adopting a more ditect standpoint in compatison to the preceding
sections, Whitson attempts to shed light on the delicate subject of who benefits, and the
existence of “opportunity costs.” As expected, the conventional view that the Olympics are
good for the community as a whole is questioned. Whitson proposes that Olympic bidding
is dominated by corporate-civic elites because they are “...best positioned to benefit from
whatever economic growth materializes” (p. 1218). This inequity is cleatly displayed when
the author describes how local governments in Montreal and Vancouver imposed sweeping
public service cuts in order to fund their respective mega-events. While these cuts were
relatively unchallenged throughout the 1980s, the political debate surrounding Toronto’s bid
for the 1996 Games setves as a petfect example of public opposition and social activism.
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Hence, the article’s ambiguous title may have symbolic meaning if one connects the
‘petiphery’ to disadvantaged constituencies, and the ‘centre’ to local elites.

It is no coincidence that Whitson reserves the Toronto example for last, as he portrays
this incident as a landmark case for Olympic bidding in Canada, and around the world. This
seems to be a reasonable opinion considering that Toronto’s 1996 bid was made subject to a
number of environmental and social impact assessments in the event of success. Although
nothing is mentioned of Toronto’s subsequent failure to secure the 2008 Games (and the
revival of the urban booster-social activist debate), the political context of the 1996 bid serves
as an obvious stepping-stone for Whitson. Specifically, the political impact of Toronto’s
anti-Olympic protests set the stage for Whitson’s core recommendation: that the 10C
should take a proactive stance to ensure that future bids represent entire communities — not
just elites.

In closing, this article is a welcome addition to many fields of research, including, but
not limited to, Olympic histoty, urban planning and economics, spott management, and
geopolitical science. Although Whitson’s discussion surrounds Canadian cities, he conforms
to the journal’s mandate of maintaining an international focus. In doing so, he adds
credibility to his study in that Canadian cities are compared to the Olympic expetiences of
other hosts (i.e, Los Angeles, Sydney, and Atlanta). This comparison was helpful in
demonstrating the existence of “re-imaging,” and how this technique was used by each city.
More importantly, Whitson challenges conventional thinking about long-term Olympic
impact, which inspires the reader to employ a different perspective.  Rather than
downplaying Olympic hosting altogether, Whitson encourages us to consider this process
from a “socially redistributive” perspective. With this in mind, one wonders if such a
perspective will materialize after Vancouver hosts the 2010 Games. Regardless of the
outcome here, it remains evident that further research is needed to analyze the long-term
impact of Olympic hosting. As Whitson suggests, this type of research should be undertaken
by an external agency in order to avoid political bias.

Rob Beamish and Ian Ritchie, “From Chivaltous ‘Brothers-in-Arms’ to the
Eligible Athlete: Changed Principles and the IOC’s Banned Substance List,”
International Review for the Sociology of Sport, Vol. 39, No. 4, 2004, pp. 355-371.
Reviewed by Jessica Swift.

The Olympic Games are often portrayed as a grandiose spectacle attracting wotldwide
attention and transcending all forms of athletic competition as an exhibition of fair play and
athletic excellence. However, beyond the socially constructed allure and idealism of the
Olympics there are complex and challenging issues that have plagued the Games since their
modern revival in 1896.

In their article, Rob Beamish and Ian Ritchie highlight significant athletic events and
developments throughout the Cold War period that marked a clear divergence from Pierre
de Coubertin’s founding Olympic principles. The significance of the Games as a vehicle for
political propaganda, the invasion of commercialism into the Olympics, and the growing use
of performance-enhancing substances explicitly contradicted Coubertin’s vision of
participation in sport for the sake of enjoyment, character building, and brotherly solidarity.
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These antitheses are central to the authot’s argument that a re-evaluation of the IOC’s policy
to ban performance-enhancing substances in world class, high performance sport is needed.

As the quest for wotld supremacy in the mid-20th century intensified, elite level sport
became a means to an end. The return of the USSR to the Helsinki Games, all-inclusive
training facilities, and the introduction of hormonal injections to Olympic weightlifters by the
Soviets, steroid use by American track and field athletes in pursuit of gold, intense athletic
training, scientific research to advance human performance by the German Democratic
Republic, and athletic sponsorships between corporations and Olympians of The Federal
Republic of Germany all signaled the changing tides of fair play in world class, high
performance sport.

According to the authors, there was a clear disjunction between the amateur ideal and
the practices of world class, high-performance sport during the 1960s. They maintain that the
drug-related death of cyclist Knud Jensen at the 1960 Summer Games was the defining
moment that prompted the IOC to take control of the embarrassing spectacle the Games
had become. Consequently, the IOC established the first Medical Committee to investigate
drug use in sport; doping was defined and added to the Ohwmspic Charter as Rule 28; the
‘Eligibility Code’ was renamed to Rule 26 and, later in the decade, the first-ever banned
substance list was produced. However, the IOC’s ignorance to the rigorous training regimes
of elite level athletes in pursuit of linear records left the ban with nothing more than moral
authority.

The final demise of Coubertin’s Olympic vision occurred when Avery Brundage
disqualified Karl Schranz from the Sapporo Games for accepting monetary awards. What
followed in 1974 caused the ultimate watershed of the Olympic Games, the IOC’s revision
to Rule 26 —the ‘eligible athlete.” Beamish and Ritchie argue that this change removed the
principle that would cleatly ban performance-enhancing substances from the Ohwmgpic Charter.
They advocate, at that point, the IOC should have fundamentally and thoroughly reassessed
all of its policies -- it did not. Rather the IOC assumed that the Rule change simply meant
more financial support for athletes, when in fact, it represented a momentous qualitative
change. The article suggests that once the original principles were removed, so were the
principles for keeping a list of banned substances.

Overall, this is a thought-provoking account of the spoiling of Coubertin’s vision of the
Olympic Games. The pervasiveness of victory, commercialism, professionalism, and
performance-enhancing substances emerging from the Cold War era support the authors’
case for a re-evaluation of IOC policy to ban performance-enhancing substances in world
class, high performance sport.

Dong Jinxia, “Women, Nationalism and the Beijing Olympics: Preparing for
Glory,” The International Journal of the History of Sport, Vol. 22, No. 4, 2005, pp.
530-544. Reviewed by Catly Adams.

In light of the international success of Chinese sportswomen over the last two decades,
there has been increasing interest in women’s sport in China. Indeed, since the late 1980s,
Chinese women have consistently secuted substantially more Olympic medals than their
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male counterparts. With Beijing set to host the 2008 Olympics, China hopes to draw on the
success of its female athletes to achieve its goal of leading the world in medals won at the
2008 Games.

Through a thematically structured natrative, the author explores the concept of
nationalism and its relationship to the Chinese sports system, women’s role in sport in
contemporaty China, the events leading up to China’s successful bid for the 2008 Games,
and the expectations of women in securing success for China at the Games. While posing
several interesting research questions and offering an insightful dialogue, the absence of a
clear thesis and framework makes the paper difficult to follow. Thus, this paper is
simultaneously praiseworthy for the information it provides and disappointing in its lack of a
clear, carefully-structured analysis.

The author sets the scene for the paper with the argument that the traditionally
proposed definitions of ‘nationalism’ do not easily apply to China. Because China is a
multinational state with 56 ethnic nationalities, there is not a common history, language, or
culture—elements of the concept of a ‘nation.” The author suggests that, because of this
diverse history, a specific Chinese nationalism did not surface until the twentieth century,
with a nationalistic sentiment rising from the injustices China suffered during the domination
of Western nations and Japan. Through a clearly-written narrative, the author explores the
relationship between nationalism and sport in China during the twentieth century, using the
Chinese diving team and the Chinese Women’s Volleyball Team from the early 1980s as
examples of how sport has been used as a political tool.

Dong Jinxia is also the author of Women, Sport and Society in China. In a review of the
book, Susan Brownell suggests that the author fails to explote “the hard feminist question:
Do the achievements of sportswomen...serve to reinforce the patriarchy that they are
supposedly challenging?” (see China Quarterly, Vol 119(176), p. 1107). A similar criticism can
be made of this article. While exploring the changing role of sportswomen in China, the
complexities between nationalism, gender, and sport in China are mentioned with little
analysis of the meanings, implications, and challenges for women and the larger sport system.
Indeed, similar to the authot’s book, the tone of the narrative in this article echoes the official
political assertion, that through sport women were achieving emancipation. A more
integrated analysis of the impact of international sporting success on women’s spott
participation is needed. More specifically, in the narrative, the author highlights the recent
shift to a winning-oriented Chinese sports policy that was put in place with the hope of
securing greater Olympic success, but does not consider the implications of this one-
dimensional pursuit for success on grassroots sports participation more broadly.

Despite these criticisms, the article offers detailed information on the sports system in
China, women’s role in sport from an organizational and political perspective, and insight
into the goals and pursuits of the elite Chinese sports system as the 2008 Olympic Games
draw near. Its shortcomings suggest that the concept of nationalism and women, specifically
in the context of the Chinese sport system, is a complex issue that needs further exploration
and analysis.
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Miguel Villamon, David Brown, Julian Espartero, and Carlos Gutierrez,
“Reflexive Modernization and the Disembedding of Judo from 1946 to the
2000 Sydney Olympics,” International Review for the Sociology of Sport, Vol. 39,
2004, pp. 139-156. Reviewed by Emese Ivan.

The sport of judo has undergone several important changes since 1946. The most
noteworthy was its inclusion in the Olympic programme in 1964. From the 19th century,
supportters of “more ludic equality” initiated changes, introducing “Budo based” activities,
including judo - formetrly allowed and limited to practice by samurais only - into schools and
universities. The main goal of these leaders is characterized by a desite to cultivate a
consciousness of their spiritual nature through the practice of the discipline in ways not
normally permitted in judo. They also sought to promote the sport to wider audiences in
Japan and internationally. But judo competitions from their eatliest days were organized
closer to a duel than to a sporting contest. Not until the first “All Japan Championships,”
organized in 1930, were changes made to this situation. The “modern rules” of the sport
began to appear in the 1950s with the introduction of judo to Britain, while the weight
categories first were introduced in 1961 at the Third World Championship held in Paris, and
later on consolidated by the official inclusion of judo into the program of the 1964 Tokyo
Olympics. In 2000, the Refereeing Commission of the International Judo Federation (IJFF)
met in Rome to analyze the impact of technological changes on the material and thickness of
the competitors’ suits and ultimately formed regulations to ensure acceptability in
international competitions.

In Japan and abroad during the second half of the 20% century judo emerged to become
organized around federations of local, regional, national, and international circumstance. One
of the consequences of the institutionalization of judo and its admission to the Olympics was
the continuous process of incremental change characterized by re-codification of
competition rules with the final goal to make the discipline more attractive to the general —
mainly western — public. Even though this process of small modifications was introduced in
hopes of alleviating the negative affects of previous changes and producing mote positive
overall results, the original Budo-based traditions of the social practice have been lifted out of
judo’s rule and replaced by a materialist, pragmatic, competitive, and entertainment spirit.

The authors examine judo’s development through the past 50 years using Giddens’
notion of “reflexive modernization.” Giddens’ explanation of reflexive modernization
focuses on the separation of space and time; the development of disembedding mechanisms
that lift out social activity from its original localized context and reorganizes social relations
across latge time-space distances; and finally, that production of this systematic knowledge
about social life becomes integral to system reproduction, which removes social life from the
fixtures of tradition. Following this logic, the authors argue that the main social forces of
internationalization, institutionalization, and commodification of judo can be found in the
imperatives of winning, money, and prestige that are barometers of success in the
meritocratic political and cultural economies of western societies. Making this argument, the
authors switch their focus between a historical narrative of judo’s development from a
traditional Japanese martial art to an internationally-admired and practiced sporting activity,
and attend to a detailed theoretical analysis of the different social forces at work that
structured and led this ongoing change. The link between these main focuses is nicely
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interconnected, giving readers interested in sport sociology, history, or in the general history
of Asian martial arts, many insights.

Scattered with quotes from Giddens, Beck and Lash, Guttmann, Maguire, Cox, Carrt,
Brousse, and Matsumoto, the article is very well researched while remaining informative and
easy to follow. On the other hand, although it presents an intriguing discussion, the
arguments remain somewhat unconvincing. Even taking into consideration that the authors
do not claim, with this analysis, to provide a definitive interpretation, the data present several
questions. How does one characterize a world of cosmopolitan interdependencies
penetrating into a locale? To what extent do social forces behind the “westernization” of
judo promote a domestic modernization? Posing these and any other questions one realizes
that the authors’ main goal with this article has been already fulfilled: to generate more
discussion, empirical and theoretical work in this particular area of study.

Poul H. Andersen, Nicole Cook and Jane Marceau, “Dynamic innovation
strategies and stable networks in the construction industry: Implanting solar
energy projects in the Sydney Olympic Village,” Journal of Business Research,
Vol. 57, No. 4, 2004, pp. 351-360. Reviewed by Jared Ginter.

The Summer Olympic Games of the twenty-seventh Olympiad in Sydney, Australia,
provided an opportunity for many different groups to gain from the experience. One of
these groups was the building and construction industry (BCI). The authors of this article
assess what they describe as a success story in the BCI. In an industry where introducing
new technologies is difficult, the Sydney Olympic Summer Games provided the right
circumstances for a successful initiation and development of new construction technologies.

The Solar Village Project was responsible for the creation of the Olympic Village in
Newington for the 2000 Sydney Games. The Solar Village Project was a residential housing
project involving the construction of at least 2000 houses, 665 of which were permanent and
were designed to reduce energy use by 50% (compared to traditional houses). They used
renewable energy products, including photovoltaic (PV) cells and many other technologies to
reduce the amount of energy tequired to maintain the home. The Olympic Coordination
Authority (OCA) was a major factor in creating these requirements for the housing project.
In addition to the initial construction, the OCA required that the lead firm manage the post
Olympic site, including the creation of community infrastructure (the legacy affect) and
maintenance of unique and strict environment measures. This created a difficult but
intriguing and possibly revolutionary opportunity for the BCI, though an opportunity
underscored by several problems, not the least of which were: 1) the difficulty bringing in
new technologies because the diffusion of information to all those involved is extensive and
difficult to do, 2) policymakers do not like to take risks so they maintain their practiced
modus operandi, and 3) external factors such as rules from other institutions provide
roadblocks to the development (or lack thereof) of new technology.

The bid process for this project was won by a firm that the author refers to as the “lead
firm.” Consistent with the research on successful construction leadership, the “lead actor” in
this firm provided most of the direction for the project. This actor used three approaches to
develop a large network of people and organizations to effectively execute this project. He
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combined and configured all the resources. He had commitment of all the actors and all
project activities were effectively communicated and placed within the skill set of the
workers. He created an environment that allowed the difficulties of technology to be
overcome.

Through extensive interviews with all of the key players in the process, the authors were
able to explote the reasons for the BCI’s successful use of technology in the Solar Village
Project. They concluded that the lead firm passed information among all parties involved
and made sure that all the new technological processes were simplified in a manner which
allowed workers, who were accustomed to more traditional building methods, to still carry
out the work. The lasting effects of the technological advances by the BCI will be
widespread because of the long list of partners that are committed to marketing and
manufacturing the technology (a requirement for their participation in the project). The
project also showed that it was possible to make money and build “green.” The warnings the
authors did point out was that the successes of these projects had a lot to do with the
circumstances surrounding them. These beneficial circumstances included the high profile
event (the Olympics), government financing, and networking strategies.

Each central idea in each section of the paper is laid out very clearly. The introduction
provides the framework from which the analysis will occur. In terms of the methodology,
the in-depth interviews with key stakeholders worked very well, as the information gathered
was very detailed and informative. The proceeding discussion neatly links each idea of the
framework to the actual events that unfolded at Newington. The conclusions cite several
shortcomings and the (lack of) generalizability of this study. This is helpful because the
article is a very positive and glowing explanation of the Solar Village Project; therefore, it is
tempting to think that this is the way in which all such construction projects should be done.

The authors provide an excellent and thorough explanation of the processes involving
one of the most successful projects of the 2000 Sydney Olympics. Their conclusions are
very clear and quite evident from their findings; however, the applicability of such a paper is
rather limited. This paper would be beneficial for anyone in the BCI to read and learn from.
The difficulty lies in the fact that the successes of this construction project do not help
practitioners in any field other than the construction business. Even business leaders in other
areas must be careful in applying the methods and conclusions reached in this study because
the circumstances surrounding the project (as pointed out by the authors) are very unique.
Thus, even individuals trying to find positive ways to use the Olympic Games can take heed
from this paper, but only in reference to the BCL.
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